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explanation 

OF THE 

i N D O 

STAN WORDS. 

A, 

Annae, 

^“p'HE fiitcenEh patt of 3 rupee. 

A An add reft from an inferior* 

Artec* 

Arzdaflit* 

An addrefs to the King, fo called 
from the two initial words always 
ufcd in fuch an addic ft* 

•Afftmmee, 

A dependent j nr any perfanon whom 
a claim is made. 

*Aufnccfi> 

Or amcen, a fupcrvifbr ; a perfurt cirr+ 
ployed to examine and regulate any 

bufmeft. 

Annul, 

An officer of the revenue** 

Aumildar, 

The fame. 

Aurmilnam^ 

, A warrant, or order of the govern¬ 

t * 

ment, cm powering 3 perfo n to take 
pofTcffion of any land* 

Aiming, 

A place where goods arc manufactured 


or produced for file. 
B, 


Bang, 

Banyan, 

An intoxicating herb, 

A Gen text fervont, employed 

in the 

management of commercial iJhrc* 

'# 

a + 

ffcitta, 
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Exchange. Alfa diet-money allowed 
to the troops in the field. 

A daily market. 

A prmcefs, a title given to every lady 
of rank. 

1'he name of an aromatic leaf, and of 
a rnit of the hae and appearance of 
a nutmeg, which the natives of In¬ 
dia con Handy chew and cat between 
their meali. A final! parcel of thefe 
from the hand of a Aipsrior, is al- 
wayf received as a pledge and alTur- 
an« of protetlioiu 
A man who works with a bed, an in- 
Hrumcnt like a fpatte. 

Burk undid, A match! ockman, 

I lux bunder, The office of curtains at ffooglcy, 

*Buxy, A paymailer. 

a 

CaLrrec, A fait work, 

Caoun, Sixteen puns of cowries, equal to near¬ 

ly eight pence of Englifb money. 
Choker, A guard i alfo a place appointed for the 
receipt of cuftoms. 

Chokeydar. The officer of A [xuarJ, 

Chubdar, An attendant, whufc office ii to carry 
mciTages, and proclaim the approach 
of vi fit ora, &c. literally HafT-bcarcr, 

Jo called from a fkff of wood, or 
filter, according to the rank of bis 
mailer,which hccarricj in his hand. 

ChudtJa, 


Batta, 

Bazar, 

"BcgliTTlj 

Beetle* 


Bildar, 
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Chutkbt, 

Chunam, 

Cooler, 

Cootba, 

The jtitiiU idaon of a fougedar* 

Limp. 

A day-labourer. 

The form of public prayer ufod Fgr 


the Xing. 

Cofe c<v Col's A meafurt of about two mile*. 
OjfliJ, An e-Kprdt. 


CoWTffj 

A fiiclT which paiTci for money in the 
province of Bengal j eighty cow¬ 
ries are called a pu% and from fifty 
to fixty puns are the value of a ru¬ 

Cuchcrrce, 

pee. A cowrie therefore may be 
rated at the ifkrth part of a penny, 
A court of jurtice. Atfo tile office in¬ 
to which die renij* arc delivered. 

Cutwi], 

An mferior officer of the police, de¬ 
pendent cm ihc fougedar, whofc 
buftnefi b to try and deride petty 
misdemeanors WitMfl a Certain dif- 

triit 

D, 

Dadney, 

Dandfc, 

Daoka, 

DcloU, 

Devon, 

Money advanced for good*. 

A waterman * or rower. 

S t at if med lettcr-camcira* 

A broker. 

The freernd officer of the province, 
whole bufinds ii to fnpersiucntl the 
Sands and collections. Alfo thjj: 
fbrwifd of any man of rank. 


Dmanc onnaj The dewan's court, or 
Drojt, An overfeer, or fuperimiant. 

Durbar, 


wir EXPLANATION. 

Durbar* A court. 

Duftorc* A cuftom, Ur Fee, 

Dtdluckj A partport. In die Narrative It al¬ 
ways. means a paJTport given by the 

governor* or the chiefs of the F^£to- 
rics^ fox the goods of the Company 
or their fervants* which exempts 
them from the payment of duties. 

E. 

Eniarut t A building. The droga of the cm3- 
rut is the overfeer of the public 
buildings. 


F. 

rirmaun, A royal decree, fn the Narrative it 
mea ns the charter which the Com¬ 
pany obtained from the King Fur- 
rtikhfcer, by which they hold their 
privileges- 

Fnugetbr. The chief magifbate of a large dif- 

ttia, called a Chuck I i- 

Fougedarrcc, Tile appointment-, or office of a fmi_ 
gedzr. 


G it dec 

Gaut t 

Gemoo, 


G. 

A name fume times given to the fee- 
poys. 

A Ja/iding-place, where cuftonuare 
ufually co! Seeled. 

A profclibr of the ancient religion 
of India. 


EXPLANATION* 

C ola 9 A bttildi ng, uTually of thatch, erc£U 


Gomafhh* 

Gunge* 

ed for keeping grain, fait, &e. 
An agent, or fruEtor. 

A wholef.ite market; principally for 

• Gurnee, 

grain, 

A dr, ill on of time, including 23. 
miming 

Guicrbatin, 

An officer who collects the oiftoms 
at the ferries* 

Hawalitr, 

H* 

A fubakem officer of feepoys of the 

Hunt, 

Hazarrec, 

rank of a ferjeant, 

A market an Prated days. 

A commander of gunmen, IsEeral- 
lv a commander of a tfroufand. 

Hegira* 

Hir-cami, 

The Mahometan ?cra. 

A fpjr. 


Hufb-iil-hookum s A patent, or order, under the (lu! 

of the VMr, with thtfe initial 


Izzra, 

Iz.irdar, 

Jaghetr, 

wards, fignifying 14 according to 
the c&mir. jtid/ 1 

L 

A farm of the revenues* 

A farmer of the icvtuudf- 
An affignment of any part of the re¬ 
venues of the ilate for military 
fervicc* 

Jagheeriiar, 

Jcmmatiu, 

JunguJ, 

The poffeffor of a jaghccr« 

A military commander, 

A wood* or a wild country* 

JCarorec, 
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Ksrorce, 


Katbarra, 

Kazzce, 

Kdfa, 

Kclladar, 

Kdlaat, 

Kift, 

Kiillbundcc, 

Krore, 

Lack, 

Mahal, 

Maha] Serai, 

Majguurac, 

Mangee, 

hLiund, 

Mhaiajah, 


K. 

The fame as a wadsdar. An officer 
of the government, who for a 
tdmmLffioft of two or three ptr 
makes htmfelf refponfihlc lor 
the rents of a teniiiuiarrcr. 

A Jury levied on new boats. 

The chief magi if rate appointed to 
adminiftcr juftice to the Mahome¬ 
tans according to their written law. 

A fort; alfo a palace. 

The governor of a fort. 

A tfrefs given to a perfon inverted 
with any new office. 

The amount of a fisted payment. 

An agreement for the ftated payment* 
of a fum af money, to be dif- 
charged at different times. 

Ten millions. 

L. 

Otic hundred thoufand. 

M. 

Any land, or a public fund, yielding 
a revenue to the government. 

The women'* apartment*. 

The land revenue. 

The heJmfman of a boar. 

A weight of ?5 to 80 lb, 

A tide figoitying Great Rajah. 

Mohr, 
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Mohr, Of Guld Mohr, a gold coin, worth 


Molungtt, 
Mu-JELlliL'C* 
M uuhdcri, 
Manfuh, 
Mufnud, 

from 12 to 13 rupccs- 
A worker of fair* 

A Iccrctary for the Perfian language, 

A written oblige ion* 

A dignity. 

A doth or carpet, on which the 
people of Indofhm fit, iifcd to 
figniljf the feat of the Naxirn* 


Muttafeddct^ Prcipcriy an officer of ftatr* A terra 


Nabob, 

applied, in common 10 any man. 
who has the charge of accounts, 
either of the government, or of 
any perftm of confcquencc. 

N- 

(Properly Nawab, being the plural 
of Naib) a title given to every p=r- 
fon of noble rank* By pre-emi¬ 
nence it is generally ufed to fignifjf 
the Nazim- 

NaJb, 

Nate, 

A deputy. 

A fubaltern officer of the feepoy*, <rf 
the rank of a corpora!, 

Nazim, 

The firft officer of a province, in 
whore hand* the executive power ii 
lodged- He it ufually for di func¬ 
tion filled the Nabob. 

Ncabui, 

A depuiyfliip- 


Nezzer, A prefent to % fiipcrtcir. 

KczzcranMr A ft ini paid to the gov eminent, as an 

acknowledgment for a grant Dl 
]and% or any public office. Ni- 


xxvili E 
Nixamut, 

Noble, 

Omrah, 

Pahr t 

Peon, 

Ptfrg^nab, 

Pcrwirumb^ 

Pdhkar, 

Pdhcuflij 

Pulwar, 

Pun, 

PytxTj 

Ribdar, 

Rajah, 


XPLANATIO N. 

The office or poll of a Na&bn* 

A band of mufit, allowed only to per- 
fori? of the big heft rank, by a grant 
from tbs Crown. 

O. 

The plural of AuraecCj a Lord of the 
Empire. 

P. 

A variable diYifion of tlmtj confuting of 
futh a number of gurries as will farm 
pearly a quarter of the natural day 
or night* 

A footman, or attendant- 

The largeft divifion of land in a Ze- 
mindarcee, 

A grant or letter under a great leal from 
any man of power to a dependent* 

A Reward* 

A tribute paid to the Crown,an ac¬ 
knowledgment for any tenure. 

A light boat ufed for difpatdbea. 

Eighty cowries* of the value of about 
an halfpenny. 

A perfbrt who porcha/es goods from 
the firft hand to fell to the merdunf. 


R. 

An officer employed In coDcOiiig the 
duties by land- 

A title given to every Crjitoa of rank, 
originally appropriated only to the 
principal Zemindars* 

Pounce, 
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lUuiWi Properly Rannce* a tide grven to the 
women of rank amongft the Gen boos. 

Jteia** A tenant, 

RilfulEa, An independent corps of liorfc. p 

RilTathJar, The commander of Rich a corps, 

Rowana, Apaflport, or certificate, {tom the col¬ 
lector of the cufboins. 

Royroyan, The principal officer under the Dewan, 
who has the immediate charge of die 
Crown lands* 

Rupee, A fiver coin, worth about is. 6d. 

S, 

Secpciy, A fddier, This word is chiefly ufcd 

for the Indian troops difeipiined af¬ 
ter die European manner. 

Serai t A baiting place for travellers. 

Sezawd 3 The fame as tahfthhr* An officer em¬ 
ployed for a month by falary to col¬ 
lect the revenue 

Shah* The King, or Emperor. 

5hahbiindcr t Th£ office of diAtoms at Dacca. 

Sbahzada, A Prince, of fon of a King* Any 
peribn of royal extnuaion. 

ShroJF, A hanker. 

Sicca, A coin ; commonly ufed to fignily die 

rupee of the Bengal miflt?. 

S cedar, The collector of the rents of a Tillage* 

Sircar, The fhtc+ 

Subah, A province; improperly ufed for the 

Subahdar* 

Stlhahdar, The governor of a province; alfo fhe 
commander Of a company of feepoyi, 

Subab- 


XXX 


EXPLANATION. 

Suhahdarrec, or fubahfhip. The office of a fubahilar* 
Sunnud* A grant, 

Simwaui* Rupees of old dates, on which a dlf- 
count is allowed,. 

T. 


Taalook, A imall zemindanxe. 
TjAl'Jokilar,Th= zemindar of a fmall diflrifL 
Tahfildar, or SczjwcL An officer employed for a 
monthly falary to collect the revenues. 
Tanna, A final 1 fort* 

Tamnadar, A conurmnder of a fora SI fort, 

Telinga, A feepoy \ fo named from a country of 
lhat name, from whence the firlt 
feepoy^ were probably enJilted. 
Tofkll, A collection of eaiarrees, or fait pane. 

Tomtom* A name which b vulgarly given to the 

Indian Drums ufed in proclamations. 
Tuncaw% An afllgnmcnt. 

V, 

Yacked, An attorney, or agent 

W- 


Wadadar, The fame a3 karooree; an officer of 

tile coUccHoos. 

Y. 

YefTawd, A ftate indlctied-. 

Z. 

Zemmtlar, A perfon who holds a certain craft of 
land immediately of die government, 
on condition of paying the rent of it, 
Zftmind:uree,The office of a Zemindar, or die 

lands held by him. 

Zenana* Belonging to wcmciu The woman's 
apartments, 

Zklladar, An OfEc&r of the coll cell ons. A 


advertisement. 

f 1 ^HE Original Papers contained in 
“*■ thcfc Volumes arc the fame* which 
the friends ol Mr, Van fit tart found it 
necdlary topublifhin 1764* with fomefow 
additions. They arc now connected to¬ 
gether* by a Narrative, which will ren¬ 
der them more intelligible to the Reader. 

It is to be obferved, that the Original 
Papers are diftmgttilhed from the Nar¬ 
rative by inverted Commas* at the Be¬ 
ginning* and at the End of each Paper, 
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introduction, 

India Company's con- 

sV ~M cerns with Lhe country govern- 
ment of Bengal have of Luo 
years engaged the attention of the pub¬ 
lic, I am prompted, both by duty and 
inclination, to give the world a full and 
circumrtantial account of all the mate¬ 
rial tranfaflidns that pifled while I pre- 
fided at Calcutta. The fails /hall be 
fupported by authentic copies from the 
records, that the motives of each ftep, 
being traced to their original lources, the 
public may no longer be forced to take 
up their opinions from magazines and 
news-papers, which have been too 
frequently employed to Jerve the pri¬ 
vate ends of detigning men. It is 
only from an unprejudiced examination 
of the motives, that a true judgment 
can be formed of the merit of the per- 
Voi, I. JB fens 
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fans concerned in the conduct of any 
publkk bufmefs, Thus, if die motives 
of the Select Committee, for enter¬ 
ing into engagements with Meer Cof- 
fun in September 1760, fhall be Found 
to be good, and the revolution which 
followed to be unavoidable, without 
ex poling the Call India Company to 
ruin, the Nabob Meer JafEer to an ig¬ 
nominious death, and the provinces, 
already opprefled by foreign enemies, to 
die accumulated mileries of a civil war j 
tn fuch cafe, I lay, the tranfadtion mull 
be approved, and the promoters of it 
may rather hope for applaui’e than tear 
reproach. 

Endeavours have been ufed torepre- 
Jimt the government of the Nabobs in 
India as a facred ami fixed inheritance, 
with a defign to throw an odium upon 
this change in Bengal, by making it ap¬ 
pear as a violation of the rights of princes, 
and an offence again 11 the conilitutional 
laws of the empire. It may be proper 
to fet this matter in a true light, by ex¬ 
amining what is die nature of the Na¬ 
bob's 
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bob’s appointment, and fhcwing, by way 
ol inftance, the force flton in Bengal from 
the beginning of tills century. In 
this inquiry, Meer Jafficr will be found, 
like moft of his prcdeceflbrs, to have 
feized the government by force, and 
that force not his own, but borrowed 
irom the Engliih, who entered into an 
alliance with (lira, in hopes by his 
afMancc to be revenged on Serajsth 
Dowla, How little alTiftance he gave, 
and how ill he obferved the articles of 
that alliance, is fufficiently known; apd 
f mention thefe dreumfiances, only to 
remove the falfe notions that have been 
fugge&d, not meaning to bring them into 
the prefent argument; for as on the one 
hand it was not intended to charge Meet 
JatHcr with his infidelity to us’ if he 
would have agreed to the new meafiircs, 
which the nccefiity of the Company's af¬ 
fairs, and the Rate of the country, requir¬ 
ed i fo, on the other hand, foppofing 
his rights to have been as valid as they 
•tre reprefented, and independent of us, 

B 2 J could 
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I could not in fetch eircurnffances have 
acted otherwife than I did. 

The Nabob, as he.is ufually termed, 
or properly the Nazim of a province, is 
an officer of the Mogul government, ap¬ 
pointed t<| fo^rjritcnd the affairs of the 
province 'during the pleaiurc of the 
court. This commifiion extends not 
even to the life of the poffeffbr, and in 
the early times of the empire it was ufu- 
fel to make frequent removals, to prevent 
the dangerous effects of an increafing in¬ 
fluence. Neither, according to the ori¬ 
ginal Lnftstutian, has he any right to 
interfere in the management of the reve¬ 
nues, which branch belongs to another 
officer, called the Dew an, appointed alfb 
by the court, and in every refpeft indepen¬ 
dent of the Nazim. It is true, that hnce 
the authority of the emperors began to 
decline, the Nazims, taking advantage of 
the diffractions of the ffatc, have gene¬ 
rally eftablifhed themfelves in fuch a de¬ 
gree of independency, as to pay little 
more than a nominal obedience to the 
court. The forms arc ffill kept up, but 

they 
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they ferve only to Hie w what was die origi¬ 
nal con flituti on. The Dewan is ilili ap¬ 
pointed by a conimitTion from the court, 
hut die intercfi, or rather the force, of 
die Nazim procures it in the name of 
his ion, or ncareft relation. Upon the 
death of a Nazim, the fuccclljon, whe- 
titer con tinned in the fame family, or 
feized by a ftranger, is not confide red as 
valid, till confirmed by the Imperial pa¬ 
tent j but this the actual pofleilcr finds 
no difficulty in obtaining. 

About tixty-years ago, we find Jaf- 
fier Cawn in the government of Bengal, 
He was fent frotn Ddly, and held it ^tili 
his death, which happened in 1725. 

Shujah Cawn, of a different farni- 
ly, was lent from court to fucceed him, 
and governed die province till 17^9, 
when he died. 

His ion Serfraz Cawn, hoping to find 
a party firong enough to fupport him, 
took poll'dfion of the government, but 
maintained hi ml elf in it only three years. 

All tvEjt of;e Cawn, without any 
other title than his ambition, brought 
B 3 an 
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an army from Patna, killed Serfraz Cawfi 
in battle, and felzed the Nizamut in 
1742. Ke foon obtained a confirmation 
from DcHy, and by afloeiatiug his grand- 
lon Serai ah Dowla in the government, 
gave him an opportunity of 1 ecu ring die 
luecefiion. 

Sera jab Dowla fucceeded his 
grandfather in 1756, and the next year 
was depoled by the Englifh* who con¬ 
ferred the government on Mcer Jafficr* 
one of the principal officers of his army* 
although many of the families of Serfraz 
Cawn and Allivcrdcc Cawn were then 
living. 

I SHALL now enter, without further 
preface, upon a detail of the tran factions, 
in which I was principally concerned; 
perfuaded, that all fuch as may have 
Iciliire and inclination to read thefe Pa¬ 
pers will be convinced, that palTion and 
lelf-iiitercft had more fhare than the 
love of truth, in the numbcrlefs calum¬ 
nies, that were put forth to imjrofc up¬ 
on the public about the beginning of 
the year 1764, 
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A 

narrative 

m 

of The. 

Transaction’s in BENGAL, 

From the Year 17&0, tp the Year 176+. 


SECTION I. 

Ffelimi nary Obl'ervation son the Reft rain ts 
laid on our Trade, till the year 1757, 
and the Disputes with the Officers of 
the Government, occafioned by our 
Encroachments, fincc that Period, 

ExtraSf from the Company's Firmaan. — 
Treaty wit h Meer Jaffier of 17 >7.— 
Letters from the Rfdents at the Nabob's 
Court-, complaining qJ the sfgents andGo-* 
mafiahs in the Country. 

T HE Inter calc of Commerce was 
at firil the only object of the 
European fettlcments in India. 
Engliih, French, Dutch, all received 
equal encouragement from the princes 
B 4 of 
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of the country, and were permitted to 
buy and feB, upon condition of paying 
the fame duties to the government, that 
Armenians and other ftrangcr$ had paid 
before. Their (hips and warehoiifcs 
were liable to be viftted by the officers 
of the government, who extorted, un¬ 
der various pretences, frequent contribu¬ 
tions, over and above the duties, for their 
own or their mailers emolument. In 
Bengal, particularly, traders could by 
no means cfcapc paying whatever was 
demanded from them, becauic their fet- 
tlemcnts were cftablifhcd above a hun¬ 
dred miles up the Hoogly river, with 
feveral forts belonging to the govern¬ 
ment below them, fo that their ffiips 
could not withdraw without leave. 

The difpofitioa of the people of that 
country will, naturally lead them to make 
the uimoU advantage of fuch a eircum- 
ilancc, and of courfc the trade of the 
fcttlcmciits in Bengal was loaded with 
grievous taxes and impuikiuns. Our Eail 
India Company continued a great num¬ 
ber of years under this disadvantage j but 

at 
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at length, in the year 1716, they made 
an effort, at a great ex pence, to obtain 
fome relief from theft: heavy and arbi¬ 
trary taxes, by an embaily to the Mo¬ 
gul emperor, who granted them, upon 
this application, a Firmaun, or order, for 
a free importation and exportation of 
goods, upon condition of a fmalj anm^l 
tribute or acknowledgment, to be paid 
into the royal treafury at Hoogly. The 
following is a tran flat ion of the Fir¬ 
maun. 

TriinJldfio/1 <>f die Firmaum, 

tf A L L magiftrates, and aumils, and 
A officers of the ft ate and jaghcer- 
dars, and fougedars, and karoorccs, and 
rahdars, and guzerhauns, and zemin¬ 
dars, tor the time being, and to come, 
of the province of Bengal, and Bahar 
and Oriffa, and the port of Hoogly, and 
the other ports of the provinces afore- 
laid, who hope for the royal favors. 
Know, that at this teuton of victory aiul 
con quell, Mr. John Surman and Coja 

Scrhud 
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Serhud, agents of the Engliib Company, 
have cauied to be reprefented to the 
throne of jullice and equity 3 that, ac¬ 
cording to the fign manual of his Ma- 
jefty, who is received into the mercy of 
the Almighty, and to prior funnuds, the 
Englilh Company has been exempted 
from culloma throughout the empire, 
excepting the port of Surat: and in the 
port of Hoogly they pay annually three 
thonfand rupees in lieu of cuftoms, as a 
peihculh to the t res fury of the high 
Sircar, They hope that, conformable to 
former funnuds, the royal Firtnaun may 
be granted. 

Thf command which fubje&s the 
world to obedience is i lined forth. What¬ 
ever goods and merchandize their agents 
mny bring or carry by land or water in 
the ports, quarters and borders of the 
provinces, know them to be cuHom-frce, 
and let them have full liberty to buy and 
fell. Take annually the Hated peihculh 
of three thoufand rupees * and betides 
that, make no demands on any pretence. 
And if, in any place, any of their effects be 

carried 
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carried off by theft, endeavour to reco¬ 
ver than, and puniftt the thieves, and 
reffort the goods to their owners. And 
wherefoever they ftialj cftablith a fac¬ 
tory, and buy and fell goods and mer¬ 
chandise, afford them affjftanec and fa¬ 
vor on juft occaiion. And on whomfo- 
ever of the traders and weavers. Se e 
they fliall liavc a juft claim, caufe pay¬ 
ment to be made to their agents accord¬ 
ing to equity and right, nor let any one 
injure their agents. Neither obftma 
their boats, whether hired or their own 
property, on account of Katbarra » t See. 

And likewife they have humbly let 
forth, that the Dewans in the provinces 
demand the original funnud, and a copy 
under the ibfts ol' the Nazim and Dewun 
of the province. To produce the origi¬ 
nal funnud in every place is impoftible- 
They hope that they will credit an au¬ 
thentic copy under the fed of the Kazzce, 
and not demand the original funnud, nor 
prefs them for a copy a tidied by the Nazim 
and Dcwan. And in Calcutta the Com- 
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pany have an eftablifhed factory: the 
taaluedarree of Calcutta, and Soota 
Lootec, and Gobinpoor, in the diftri&s 
of the perganah of Ameerabad, &c. in 
the province of Bengal, they formerly 
purchaled from the Zemindars, and the 
fhtted rent thereof, being one rhoui’and 
one hundred and ninety-live rupees fix 
annas, they pay annually. And there 
are thirty-eight villages, the rents of 
which amount to eight thou land one 
hundred and twenty-one rupees and eight 
annas, may the taalucdarrce of theie 
villages alfo be granted, the rents there¬ 
of to be paid yearly by them, and the 
income to be received by them. 

The rdpeilable order is pafled. Let 
credit be given to a copy under the feal 
of the Kazzee ; we command, that they 
hold as ufual the villages which they 
have purchaled, and grant them the taa- 
look of the other villages before-men¬ 
tioned i let them purchalc them from the 
owners, and let the Dewaft of the pro¬ 
vince yield them pofleiSon. 


They 
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They have alio reprefented, that 
from die time of his blclled Majeity, 
who is received into the Divine Grace, 
a di(count is taken in the treafuries of the 
provinces upon the coins of Cheenapa- 
tan * 5 but in effect the filver of the 
hid coins is of die fame ftandard as thole 
of the port of Surat, by which means 
they fuller a great lots: may the high 
command be iflued forth* that provided 
their filver he of equal quality with the 
flandard of the port of Surat, &c, it fhall 
fuffer *10 obllruftion: and that wholo- 
cver of the fervants of the Company 
ihall be indebted, and By from the place* 
be tent to the chief of the factory: and 
that on account of the fougedarree, and 
other forbidden articles -j* t by which the 
agents and iervabts of the Company arc 
much aggrieved, they be not mol cited. 

The: llrift and high order is ifTueil 
forth, that from the fifth year of the 
bleifed reign, if the filver itruck at Chce- 

* Mjtlrsf;. 

| Fines exa£led by the fougedarree for drinking 
fpirituous liquors, and other j'Ctty mifdemeanors. 

napatan 


*4 si Narrative of the 

napatan be equal to the coins of the for¬ 
tunate port of Surat, ye ihall not inlM 
on a difcount: and whoibever of their 
fervants ihall be indebted and fly f roni 
the place, feize and deliver him to the 
chief of the factory; and maleft them 
not on account of the penalties on the 
forbidden articles, 

T k e v have alfo nepreiented, that in 
Bengal, and Bahar, and OrifFa, the Com¬ 
pany have eftablifhed fadorics, and dc- 
fire to ereft factories in other places. 
They hope, that in whatever place they 
may eilablilh a faftory, forty beegas * of 
land may be granted them for that pur- 
pofe out of the high drear: and their 
Blips are fbmetimes driven a-fhore by the 
force of the tenipdh, and wrecked ; the 
maghfrates of the ports injuriously (eizc 
the goods, and in iome places claim a 
quarter part: and in the ifland of Bom¬ 
bay belonging to the Engtilh, European 
coins arc current ; may the fortunate 

* A beega is * mcafure of about one-third of an 
acre. 


coins 
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coins be llrucfc according to the cuilom 
of Choenapat&n. 

The order which mu it be obeyed is 
ilTued forth, let the cuitems of the other 
factories in the provinces be obferved: 
and of this fodety (which has factories 
in the imperial ports, and dealings at the 
high court, and has obtained Firmauns, 
the pledges of favor, exempting them 
from cuHorns) take care of the goods of 
the iliips which are wrecked and dell ro v¬ 
ed, and do right by them : and in the 
ill and of Bombay let the fortunate 
coins be itruck. after the manner of the 
coins of the empire, and pafs current: 
and an every occafion acting confor¬ 
mably to this enlightened decree, avoid 
and forbear to do any thing contrary to 
the Arid and high command. And de¬ 
mand not every year a new limnud. In 
this be esadt and punctual. Written on 
the :27th of Mohcrrum, in the fifth year 
of the aufpicious reign." 

B v virtue of this Edict, the Compa¬ 
ny afterwards carried on their trade 
to and from Bengal free of duties, and 

the 
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. . v * 

the fame privilege was ejc^eiided by their 


indulgence to their covenanted Tenants, 
with an exp re is exception of the trade in 
fait, beetle-nut, and other articles, by 
which, the revenues of the government 
would be prejudiced without any benefit 
to the Company. 

Upon this footing the trade of the 
Englifh was conducted in Bengal from 
the year 1716 to 1756, fubiedt however 
to many interruptions from the avarice 
and power of die Nabobs, who could not 
be retrained by the order of the difhnt 
emperor, from extorting money from the 
Company by various means. Upon a 
complaint or pretence of an injury done 
to one of the inhabitants of the coun¬ 
try, or an illicit trade carried on by any 
fen-ant of the Company, the Nabob 
would give orders to fiop the currency of 
their bufinefsj nor could this obfiacle 
be taken off, but by the payment of a 
large film of money; and finite times 
without any pretence, but that of the 
exigency of the date, the Nabob would 
demand an aid Irom all the Etxrnp can 

fettle- 
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fcttlcments, and all were obliged to 
pay. 

To Il'corc the power of continuing 
thefe exaSionS, the Nabobs pofitivcly 
forbad our erecting any fortifications 5 
and to preven t our making any advances 
towards an authority over the people of 
die country, wc were not fullered to 
execute our own laws in capital dies over 
the fuhjcdts of the Nabob, though em¬ 
ployed within our own fettlenient, and 
redding within our limits * much lefs 
duril we give protection to any fervant 
of tilt* country government, or inhabitant 
of the country, who might leek a retreat 
under our Hag, 

At length, in the year 1756, came u 
Nabob, who was not to be latisfied by 
levying a iimi of money tike his pre- 
deceflbrs. Sc rajah Dowla, fiiccceding 
his grandfather, prom lied hitnielf a vail 
treafure at once from the plunder of the 
town of Calcutta j and (b, upon pre¬ 
tence of our building new fortifications, 
or in refentment of our protection given 
to a Ittbicfl of the government (for both 

Vol.’l " C diefe 
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ibtfe rcaiorus were urged) 111- attacked, 
and rook all the Company’s fettlcments 
in Bengal, and thus the country govern¬ 
ment, by an extravagant and cruel abuie 
power over iw> opened the way 
ior the ddlruction of that power, and 
for our future fccurity. 

T ii e iucccfs of the fea and land; forces 
which were fen: to Bengal, upon the 
news of the capture of Calcutta, under 
the command of Admiral Watlon and 
Colonel Clive, is iuihcicntiy known. Af¬ 
ter recovering our fettlements, and agree¬ 
ing to an accommodation with Sera] ah 
Dowja, it was fufpefted that he ftill had 
ho (file deJigns, and therefore it was rc- 
fblved to recommence the war againft 
him, Mcer J.idier, then one of his 
principal officers, pro mile d to join with 
ir , upon condition that the government 
ihould be conferred upon him alter the 
defeat of Sc raj ah Dowla. 

A t h thefe dc Signs were executed with 
fuccets. Vv c had now a Nabob of our 
own making, and abihlutdy dependent 
■ pon us for hie- cflablithmerit and future 

fecit- 
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fecurity, By our influence in the coun¬ 
try the Company's trade was treed from 
the impofitions it was before liable to, 
and they enjoyed the benefit of the Fir- 
maun in its full extent; but their new 
connexions brought on a vaft indraft of 
expences in every branch, for which it 
very foon appeared a AifTicient providen 
was not made* The following is a copy 
of the Treaty with Meer JarHer, 

Tranjlatwn cf the Treatv executed ty 

Meer JaffiEr. 

'* p 1 f R S T, Whatever articles were 
agreed upon in the time of peace 
with the Nabob Seraph Dow I a I agree 
to comply with. 

Secon d, The enemies of the Ehglifli 
arc my enemies, whether they be Indi¬ 
ans or Europeans- 

Third, All the dfedts and factories 
belonging to the French in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, fliall re¬ 
main in pofTeflion of the Er-diih, nor 
will I ever allow them any more to let- 
lie in the three provinces. 

C 2 
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Fourth, In confideration of the Ioffes 
which the English Company have fullaln- 
ed by the plunder and capture of Cal¬ 
cutta by the Nabob, and the charges occa¬ 
sioned by the maintenance of their offi¬ 
cers, I will give them a crore of rupees. 

Fi r th, Fur the efFe<ft& plundered from 
the EngliIh inhabitants of Calcutta, 1 
agree to give fifty 1 u k-- of rupees. 

Sj xt ii. Fur the effedh plundered from 
the Gen tons, Muffulrnen and other fub- 
jefts of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees 
Shall be given. 

Seventh, For the effects plundered 
from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal¬ 
cutta I prill give the fum of Seven lacks 
of rupees : the ddlribuiion of the fums 
allotted the natives, English inhabitants, 
Gcntoos and Mtifiulrncn, Shall be left to 
the Admiral and Colonel Clive, and the 
reft of the Council, to be difpofed of by 
them, to whom they think proper. 

Eighth, Within the ditch which fur- 
rounds the borders of Calcutta, arc tracts 
of land belonging to ieveral zemindars; 
befides this, I will grant the English Com¬ 
pany 
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pany tilt hundred yards widiout the ditch. 

N iNTir, all the land lying to the fouth 
of Calcutta as far as Culpce, lhall be 
the zemindar ree of the Engliih Company, 
and all the officers of thole parts ihall 
be under their juricdiddon, the revenues 
to be paid by them (the Company) in die 
fame manner with other zemindars. 

Tenth, Whenever I demand the 
Englilh affiftance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of their troops, 

Eleventh, 1 will not ereft any new 
fortifications below Hoogly near the 
river Ganges. 

Twelfth, As loon as I am eihi- 
blsfhed in the government of the three 
provinces, the afore fa id fums Ihall be 
faithfully paid. 

Dated 15th Ramezan, in the fourth 
year of the King's reign,” 

The idea of proviiion for the future 
teems to have been loll, in the apparent 
imm entity of the fum dip uj a ted for com- 
penfation of the Company’s lotfcs at the 
capture of Calcutta. The expcmces 

C 3 of 
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of Bengal and the coail, the turns fur 
carrying on the Company's trade at both 
places, and a pro virion likewife for the 
China trade, all was to be paid out of 
this fund, at firft thought inexha uiliblc ( 
but in lets than two years it was found 
neceJliiry to take up money at in ter eft, 
although large (urns had been received 
befides for bills upon the Court of Di¬ 
rectors. . 

T o ftatc this account right, the fum 
for com pen fat ion fhould be fet again it 
the pail Ioffes of the Company, and in 
truth it will not more than repair them. 
If we examine further the coniequences 
of this event, \vc ihall find, that 
from a commercial body, founded up¬ 
on a fyflem of (economy, wc arc be¬ 
come from this moment a military and 
political body; we have entered into 
connections with the country govern¬ 
ment ; we have l>cgun a fortification up¬ 
on a very extenfive plan, to render our 
influence and command permanent and 
feeure againll ah accidents ■> we have ta¬ 
ken upon us the defence of die provinces, 

and 
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and our expcnccs will be daily in- 
cre;ulng by an augmentation of i’cpovs 
and other country" forces, by larger de¬ 
mands of troops from England, with 
conftant fupplics of artillery and military 
Acres proportionate to our pre Ant engage¬ 
ments and views, and laitly, by the pur- 
chafe of materials and pay of workmen 
for carrying on the new fort. 

To anlwer all which it is ttipulated in 
the treaty, that whenever the Nabob de¬ 
mands the am llance of the Eaglilli, 
he will be at the charge of the mainte¬ 
nance of the troops ; which charge it was 
afterwards agreed, ihuuld be computed 
at the rate of one lack of rupees per 
month, to he paid by the Nabob during 
the time the army Ihould be actually in 
the field. This would barely pay the 
immediate field expences of the army; 
it did not at all take in the incrcale of 
the military efhbliflunent in general, 
which heavy cxpencc, when the troops 
were in garrifon, fell entirely upon the 
Company j nor was any provifion made 
for the extenfive fortifications, and the 
C 4 vail 
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va \v charge of military fiores both at home 

and abroad. 

Any dock which is to fuffer continual 
drafts mull foon be exhausted, if not 
kept fupplied by iomc adequate lburce 
of annual revenue. The Lindt round 
Calcutta, ceded by the ninth article of 
die Treaty, yielded only five or fix lacks 
per annum nett income to the Company, 
a lam of no con fide ration upon our pre- 
fent enlarged fylletn, and of courier we 
fhall fee in die middle of the year 1760, 
the Company's affairs in all parts dif- 
trclTcd to die hit degree for want of 
money. 

W1 t h relpedf to trade, no new pri¬ 
vileges were afked of Metr J artier; none 
indeed were wanted by die Company, 
ivho were contented with the terms 
granted them in 1716, and only wilhed 
to be relieved from the impofitions to 
which they had been expofed from the 
arbitrary power of the Nabob. How¬ 
ever, our influence over the country was 
no fooner felt, than many innovations 
were praetifed by tome of the Compa¬ 
ny's 
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Tiy's fervants, or the people employed un¬ 
der their authority, They began to trade 
in the articles whkh were before prohi¬ 
bited, and to interfere in the affairs of 
the country j of which the Nabob com¬ 
plained very frequently to the EngUfh 
re fide lit at his court, and the governor 
of Calcutta, in filling particularly, that 
no one lliould he permitted to trade in 
fait and beetle-nut. Some of thde 
complaints will be lecn in the following 
letters. 

Ex trail of a Letter from Mr, Scrafton, 
Rfident at the Nabob'/ Court t to F. 
R. Pearkes, FJqi and the Council at 
Dacca, without Date t but wrote be¬ 
tween the 14 th and zijl of July, 1758. 

Gentlemen, 



Acquainted you by exprefs pulwar. 


of the complaints made to me by 
the Nabob's Meer Mootilhce, of your op- 
poling Nehimodce, in poflefling him- 
klf of Rufie] poor and Hydrapoor, for 
which he had received ample perwanahs 
from the Nabob** Dew an. 


Tiieei 
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There is like wile a complaint lodg¬ 
ed again ft an Englilh gomaftah at Chil- 
marree, that he gives protection to num¬ 
bers of met chants who trade there, 
which has proved a lofs to the govern¬ 
ment of 70,000 rupees alio icveral 
complaints of under protection to the 
zemindars, tenants, and others 1 niy gene¬ 
ral aniwer is, that 1 will write to the 
gentlemen at Dacca j I perfuade myfelf, 
that moil of thefe complaints are without 
grounds, and that you will do your ut- 
mofl: to prevent the encroachments of 
your black fervants," 

Exirsii? of a Letter from Mr. Hidlings. 
Re ft dent at the Nabob's Court, to W. 
B. Sumner, EJq\ Cbkf at Dacca, dated 
about the 30 tb of January, 1759. 

“ T Have received a long letter from Ma- 
A homed Hultdn, in which he com¬ 
plains, that you have begun to carry on 
a large trade in fait and beetle-nut, and 
refufe to pay the duties on thole articles, 
which has likewile encouraged others to 
* do 
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do the fame in your name j which prac¬ 
tice, if continued, will oblige him to 
throw up his poll of Shah bunder Droga. 
In the affair of Mr. Chevalier's iak you 
informed me, that you b.;d paid the 
Shah bunder duties for that parcel; the 
fame information, I think, I received 
from iUr. Waller, I have, in another 
letter, acquainted you with the fame 
complaint from him. What other cir- 
cumfbmces there may be in this affair, 
that might ferve to give a different light 
into it, from what I have conceived from 
the particulars already mentioned, T know 
not; but 1 mult deli re, that you will 
prevent thefe complaints from going be¬ 
fore the Nabob. Wc have not, 1 believe, 
any right to trade in fait and bee tie-nut, 
at kail it was never (that I know of) 
ffipulated in our favour with die Nabob; 
and with rctpcdl to the fait trade, I my- 
fclf know, that none of the Company’s 
Tenants, not the Colonel hinifdf, has 
ever engaged in it without the Nabob’s 
Perwanuah.” 


£jt traif 
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Extrail of another Letter from the Same to 
the Same, dated Dec. 12, 1758. 

np HE fecond complaint is, that an 
Englifh gentleman (Mr, Chevalier, 
I fuppofe) has carried a large cargo of 
fait to Chilmaree, which is an unprivi¬ 
leged trade j and that he has taken mu* 
chulcas from all the other traders in the 
fame article, by which they are not al¬ 
lowed to fell any fait till his ihall be all 
difpoted of’’ 


Ext rail of another from the Same to the 
Same. 


SIR, 


“ Tiyfl'ANY complaints have been laid 
^’- 1 . before the Nabob againfl Mr, 
Chevalier, who is aecufed of having afted 
in a very violent and arbitrary manner at 
Chilmaree and Coorcgaum, by oppre/T- 
ing the merchant - of thofc places in the 
monopoly of fcveral commodities, par¬ 
ticularly fait and tobacco, no one being 

allowed 
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allowed to buy or fell either of thole ar¬ 
ticles but with his permiiTion, 

i desire you will make the llrifteft 
enquiry into this, and take eftbflual 
care to prevent fuch complaints for the 
future. 

A translation of a letter from the 
Wadadar of the Pcrgrmah under the leal 
of Mr. Chevalier, in anlwcr to the de¬ 
mand made by him, to know by what 
authority he came into th.fe parts, 1 
fend you herewith ; on which .1 fhaH only 
make this remark; that the magi ft rates, 
and public officers of the government, 
have an undoubted right to fee the Com¬ 
pany's dufluck, having no other way to 
diflinguifh between the agents of the 
Company and others ufurping the Eng- 
li£h name; nor the Company an\ r means 
bdides to fccure their own privileges. 
It cannot therefore hut appear ftrange in 
any perfons employed by the Englifti, 
that they fhould make any difficulty to 
fhow by what powers they arc comm if- 
fioneii ; 11 n left they arc confcious, that 
they are guilty of practices which ought 

to 
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to be concealed : at Irafl, fiich an abrupt 
behaviour cannot but tend to create an 
ill-trill againft the Englifh, and aggra¬ 
vate every complaint made again ft them. 

P. S- I fend you a copy of the Wa- 
dadar’s letter, the ciremnftance of the 
Telingas being lent by Mr. Chevalier is 
only an aggravation, but thg reft can¬ 
not be without foundation; I mull infill, 
that you cither put an entire Hop to 
thofe complaints, or recal Mr. Cheva¬ 
lier, who, r am convinced, has not be¬ 
haved in lb moderate or prudent a man¬ 
ner as he ought.'' 

Copy of Mr. Chevalier'/ Later to Meer 
Ofta OoMa, Wadadar of tie Pergunah 
of Baharbund. 

r |' HE k* ter » which you lent to my 
. writer, I have received. You 
write that if F belong to the Englilh, I 
mull have the Englifti limnud, and dclire 
a copy of, t t0 be font you . an f Wcr> j 

2U, who are you, that 1 ihould fend you 

a copy 
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a copy of the funnud ? If you' want to 
be informed who I am, and who fent 
me, fold a man- to the Chief, who wiH 
anfwer 3 00. If the people of your Per- 
gunah are guilty of any iniblence to 
mine, I fhall chafbife them handibrnely 
for it. Forbid your people, that they 
enter into no quarrels with mine; if they 
do without realbn, they ihall be punch¬ 
ed ; if my people behave ill to vours, do 
you write me word of it* and I will pu- 
nilh them." 

Extract of a Letter /ram the Governor 
(Mr. MohveD) to Mr. Haltingly 
Dated 11 Feb. 1760. 

“ T T/ E have returned no reply to the 
T T Nabob's Penvanmhs to the 
council for two realbns; his large feal af¬ 
fixed to them is derogatory to the Compa¬ 
ny's honour, and addrdfes of this kind 
to the council mu ft be at all events 
quallicd in the beginning, or the dig¬ 
nity of the prefident will fall to nothings 

If he pleafes to add re Is me on thole fub- 

jetfs. 


yi A Narrathe of the 

jedts, I will reply to him; in the mean 
time, I beg to know, on what pretence 
we are prohibited trading in the two ar¬ 
ticles of fait and betel-dilt. 


SECTION n. 

A View nf the Statu of the Country, 
and the Company's Affairs at Mr. Van- 
httart's Arrival in Bengal. 

Stsccefs of tie Shahzailda, in Its Invafon 
o/’Bahar. — Bad Conditions of the Na¬ 
bob'/ and the Etiglilh Forces in flat 
Province, and of the Nabob'/ troops at 
Mufhedabad.'— Low State of the Com¬ 
pany s Fnafuty ; great Difficulties occa¬ 
sioned thereby.—Disputes concerning the 
Succeffion to the Offices of the Nabob's 

deceafid Son. -Mecr CoULm, coma to 

Calcutta. 

T T is foreign to my purpoie to en- 
ter into any detail of the tranfac- 
tions of Myr jaffier's government, from - 
the time oi fots being railed to the fuba- 
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fhip, till the month of July 1760, when 
I came to Bengal to inetted Colonel 
Clive. It ts enough if l give a plain and 
diltinct view oi the fit nation in which I 
found his affairs, and the Company’s. 

The greatert parf of the Nabob's and 
the Engjifh forces was at Patna, to op- 
pole the Shahzadii, who for three years 
fucceflively had invaded the province, 
and at this time was more powerful than 
ever, by the number of difaffefted Ze¬ 
mindars who had joined him, or efpoul- 
cd his intereft, in different parts of the 
country. 'I he Nabobs army confided 
as uiual of a great number of undisci¬ 
plined people, who were never regular¬ 
ly paid, but were kept together by the 
promiles of Saddoc Alice Cawn *, the 
Nabob s fon, who commanded them, 
that he would be anfwentble for their 
arrears une time or other. Being diiap- 
pointed of thefe hopes by the death of 
the Nabob’s fon, who was killed by 
lightening the 3d of Jdly, their clamo¬ 
rous demands could no longer be rertrain- 
* Commonly called the Ctyta Nibob, 

Vo L. I, * D cd. 
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ed, and a general plunder and ddertitm 
was daily expeded. Colonel CalUaml, 
who commanded tlte Engliih forces al¬ 
ter Colonel Clive's, departure for Europe* 
flopped thele clamors for a moment, by 
hi , prom lies to fecure the payment of 
their arrears from the Nabob i but the 
Engliih troops were in little better con¬ 
dition than the Nabob's ; they had two 
or three months arrears due to them, the 
Nabob having failed in the payment of 
the. funi ftipulatcd for their maintenance, 
tyhich was a lack of rupees a mouth, 
and the low Unto of the treafury at Cal¬ 
cutta, not admitting of die deficiency 
being fupplied from thence. The clients 
of this were lee n by the defertion of ma¬ 
ny of our men ; and the army, thus iitu- 
ated, wat> within thirty miles of the 
Shahnada's whole force. 

The lunation of affairs at Moorihe- 
dabad, where the Nabob redded, was 
ftill more- alarming. Far from being in 
a condition to pay off the arrears of his 
troops at Patna, he had. a large number 
of die lame undifciplined rabble about 

his 
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hij pedon, and was no lefs in arrears to 
themi thefealJo Jofing their bed depen¬ 
dence, by the death of the Nabob's fon, 
cdufd no longer be fat!shed with promt- 
les, but infilled, in a moll tiiihultuoiis 
manner, on immediate payment. More 
than once they furronnded the palace, 
abufed the principal officers in the moll 
opprobrious language, and daily threat¬ 
ened the Nabob's life ; thro 1 the weak¬ 
ness of his government, and the general 
disaffection af the people, the revenues 
of moll parts of the province were with¬ 
held by the Zemindars, and the Nabob 
had lb little attention to, or capacity for 
bu line Is, that what little was collected, 
was in a great meafure appropriated by 
his favorites to their own profit. The 
Beer boom Raja, whole country is fitu- 
ated within a few miles of the capital, 
Mourihedabad, had declared for the 
Shahzadah, and had railed .i fbfce, with 
which 1 he threatened to attack the citv ; 
arid the Nabob had fn little power of 
oppofng him, that a body of troops, 
which were ordered out againfV him ib 

2 the 
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the month of June, refilled to march, 
and were yet In the Suburbs, when 1 ar¬ 
rived there in the month of October. 
Upon the whole, there was die greateft 
realbn to apprehend, that the diibrderly 
troops would lay waftc and plunder the 
city, and put an end at once to the Na¬ 
bob’s government and life. 

At Calcutta, the trcaiury was fo low, 
and our refources fo much drained, that 
we were obliged to put an entire itop to 
the mveftment, and it was with die ut- 
moiT: difficulty the current expences of 
the fettlement could be provided for. 
The lack of rupees which the Nabob 
was to pay monthly for the field-ex- 
pences of our troops, remained, as I be¬ 
fore obferved, two or three months in 
arrears ; and even, fuppofing it to have 
been regularly paid, was very mfufficient 
for the iotended ufe ; fo that the Com¬ 
pany, upon this footing, would have 
fuffered a eonfidcrablc lot's by their alli¬ 
ance with the Nabob, as often as the 
lit nation of affairs required their troops 
to Ik: in the field, of which the appear¬ 
ance 
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ante of troubles on ever)' fide, afforded 
!Jo proipedt of an end. The Burdwan 
and Nuddea countries had been afligned 
to the Company, from April 1758, to 
April 1760, for*the payment uf the fums 
fid pula ted in the treat)-, for the reftitu- 
tion oi the Company’s and private loiles 
by the capture of Calcutta. Of that a- 
mount about twenty lacks remained due, 
at the time of my arrival, although the 
term of the alignment had been expir- 
cd fome months; and the Nabob, at die 
fame time that he could find no means 
of difeharging this balance, infilled on 
the lands being reftored to him, offer¬ 
ing a fecurity of jewels in their lkad. 
He lent die Royroyan, one of Ids princi¬ 
pal officers to Calcutta, to make this de¬ 
mand, and at the fame time to requeit 
the loan of a fum of money to aiiijt him 
in his diilrels. The laft was a propolal we 
had it not in our power to comply with ; 
but the firft could not in juiltcebe refuted, 
as he was willing to give odier fecurity, 
in lieu of the lands before affigned; fo 
that wc were abfohitely left without any 
D 3 rclburccs 
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refotirces for money, and the Company 
lent out none from Europe. To add to 
our difficulties, Madrals and Bombay 
were told, that they mull depend on 
fupplies from Bengal; rfhd in the midrt 
of this diftrcls, not only the dangerous 
fhte of the province obliged us to keep 
all our forces in the held at an immenfe 
expence, but a (till more interdling ob¬ 
ject for the Englilh nation in India, i 
mean the fuctefs of the undertaking a- 
gainft Pondicherry, which was then in- 
veAed, depended in a great meafure on 
a fuppljr of money. The Nabob, thro’ 
an habitual indolence, was quite incapa¬ 
ble of managing his government in fadi 
critical ctrcuaiftancea; and the fudden 
and unfortunate death of his fan, had 
thrown him into fuch a date of dejec¬ 
tion, that he would not even try to ex¬ 
ert the little flrength which his faculties 
had left. 

Unable as thcNahobsvas tohelphim- 
(elf, it was the uni ye rial opinion, found¬ 
ed on the experience of his former con¬ 
duct, that he would rather have ken 

himfelf 
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himielf and the province involved in one 
general ruin, than have given us the 
means of laving him, by putting more 
power and more refoimxs of money in 
our hands. The Dutch Director's letters 
to him, and his behaviour at the time 
their forces came into the country, are 
a public ieftimony of his de/Ire to reduce 
our power, inftead of augmenting it: I 
silked a final! favor of him for the Com¬ 
pany, a little after my arrival, as much 
with a view of founding his difpofition, 
us through a defire of obtaining ft. It 
was the grantof the Chittagong province, 
in farm to the Company, on the fame 
terms as it was held by the then Fouge- 
dar, or if that was cl i lag re table, the 
leave only of cftsibJiihing a faftory there 
for trade ; but he pofitivcly refuted to 
admit of either. I determined not to 
fuffer the affairs of the nation and the 
Company to fafl under the ruin they 
were threatened with, without making 
an attempt to five them, and far from 
intending any injury to the Nabob, I 
con fide red the prefer vfttlon of his fife 
D 4 and 
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and government, as equally depending 
with our own mterefts, on the immedi¬ 
ate profecution of (bine methods for re¬ 
medying the difficulties with which we 
were furroimded. One principal circum- 
llance of the impending evils fuggefted 
the firft hopes of a reformation. The 
death of the Nabob’s fon had cut off the 
heir apparent of the government: he 
had two fons by concubines, and a 
grandibn, the child of his deceased Ton, 
by a concubine alfo j the eldcft of his 
two fons was little above ten years old, 
and his grand ion an infant of a few 
months, fo that they were incapable of 
taking care of the bufmefs, fuppoiing 
the objection of their illegitimacy' to be 
of no weight. In thefe drcumftances 
the whole province feemed to turn their 
eyes on Meer Coflim, w T ho w r as married 
to Mcer Jaffier’s daughter, his only fur- 
viving legitimate child i was efteemed a 
capable man in bu fin els, and had been 
the means of preferving the city from 
plunder, and the Nabob from deftruc- 
tion, by an immediate payment of three 

lacks 
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lack of rupees to his troops, and becom¬ 
ing a iecttrity for their arrears at the 
dme of their tumultuouily furrounduig 
the palace ; and this he did, upon pro- 
mife of being appointed to the vacant of¬ 
fices of his dec cafe d fon, and declared 
his fucceflbr. I found Mr. Hoi well and 
the Sclcft Committee, had ilrongly re¬ 
commended to the Nabob to perform 
this promiie j on the other hand, Mr. 
Amyatt and Colonel Cail laud had wrote 
to him in favor of his infant grand ion, 
rep refen ting, that the troops at Patna 
infilled on his being named to the va¬ 
cant offices, and that Raja Rajchullub, 
late Dewan to the Nabob’s deccafed fon, 
ihould have the management of them 
during his minority. The Nabob feem- 
ingly acquit Iced in both recommenda¬ 
tions, but continued wavering in his 
choice, in fiich a manner, as (hewed, 
that the encrcafle of the Engliih influ¬ 
ence was the event that he moil dread¬ 
ed in the appointment of either. This 
is the only clue which can lead to the 
motives of the many oppofite rcfolu- 

tionjt 
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rions which were taken up by the Na¬ 
bob, upon this affair, in the fmall fpace 
of time in which it was fufpended, His 
inclinations firft led him to accept the 
advice offered him by Colonel Caillaud, 
in favor of his grandfbn j but when 
that advice was urged in a more preilmg 
and peremptory ftile, and Rajebulhib, by 
his emiffaries and friends at the Durbar, 
toolblficitou fly labored to bring about the 
fame defign, the Nabob became jealous 
of his growing power, and fuddenly de¬ 
clared his relblution to fupport Meer 
Coffim in his pretenftons, as will appear 
by the letter he wrote Mr. Hoi well and 
Colonel Caillaud upon this fubjedl. On 
the other hand, the Nabob perceiving 
that Meer Coffim was warmly fupport- 
cd by Mr. Hoi we]], appears to have 
formed tile wild feheroe of fhaking off 
both, by throwing all the chief offices 
of the government into the hands of 
a ft ranger, named Mirra Daood, who had 
for fome years enjoyed die protection of 
this court in the character of a prince of 
the royal blood of Pcrfia. Him the Na¬ 
bob 
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bob formally contra&cd to the natural 
daughter of his detailed fon but a few 
days after the declaration made in fa¬ 
vor of Meer Cofilm, who, a p prehen five 
of being difappoinred in his hopes, by 
the jealoufy and irreiolution of die Na¬ 
bob, formed the pretence of negotiat¬ 
ing the redoration of Burdwan, and the 
other affigned lands, to obtain his leave 
to come down to Calcutta. He arrived 
there about the middle of September. 
As he came down with thefe fears and 
fufpicions of the Nabob's difinclinarion 
to him, for the favor already Ihewn him 
by die Engiifh.it naturally led him to fall 
in with any mcafurcs which might be 
propofed by them, as a means of figur¬ 
ing the continuation of the fame intereft 
in his behalf. 
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SECTION ID, 

The Proceedings oF ike Sdefl Commit¬ 
tee, to the Treaty concluded with 
Meer Catfiin. 

Meer Coffimh PrtfofJa.—Mr. HoIwcITj 
Memorial of ibeSealetf the Country 
Letters between Jfa* Vanjjttart, Mr. 
Amyatt, mdCdopul Caillaud .—Letter 
from tbc Rodent csj *bt Nabob'# Court t 
concerning the Sr Jit sen of the Nabob# 
troops at Moorihc thbad ,—Lettersfrm 
the Nabob toCdanf? Ca.il bud artel Mr. 
Hoi well.— Exrtrag of a Letter front 
the Seledt Committee at Bengal, to the 
Prefsdent and Cauteril oj Madral’s.— 
Minutes of Council concerning the fan 
State of the e fre-fLcsy*~—Letter from 
Mr* Sykes to Mr. Vmjjttart. — Do- 
hates of the SeldSg Committee upon the 
dangerous State sf tdx Country. — Ge¬ 
neral Cctfidt'raWms ufoti the State of 
the Company's and their Con - 

ncSlions 
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mBkns wit A Meet Jaffier, — Treaty 
with Meer Coffim, 

H E chief objects the Scledl Com- 



A niittee now had in view were* 
firflt, to fecure the Company a revenue 
proportionable to the in created military 
expenccs, brought upon them by their 
conneftions with the Nabob, and which 
the alignment made by him, betides the 
uncertainty of the payment, was by no 
means equal to ; and, fccondly, to put 
an end to the war in Bengal, either by a 
dccilive a&ion, or by entering into an 
alliance with the Shahzada, to fupport 
his pretenfiDiis to the throne ofIndoftan: 
for the firit of thefe, Mecr Coitim rea¬ 
dily agreed to cede to the Company 
lands, to the yearly amount of about fifty 
lacks of rupees, confifldng of the Burd- 
wan, Midnapore, and Chittagong pro¬ 
vinces, upon condition of our iccuring 
his appointment to the vacant offices of 
the Nabob’s deccafed Ion, the chief ad- 
min titration of all the affairs of the go¬ 
vernment under Mecr Jaffier, and the 


fuecef- 
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faccdTion to the iubafiiip after his death. 
The Iccond point was left to be deter¬ 
mined by the ncgociations which had al¬ 
ready been fet on foot with the Shahza- 
da j but whether the intended alliance 
with him Ihould take place or not, it 
was to make no difference in our engage¬ 
ments with Meer Codim, 

TftE following authentic Papers will 
futfieiently ihew the neceffity of our en¬ 
tering into theft? engagements with Meer 
Colli m, and giving him lo ex ten five a 
power; from the critical tote of the 
Company's affairs, and thofeof the coun¬ 
try at this period, and the Nabob’s ina¬ 
bility to remedy the one, and his iil di£* 
portion to contribute any allitonce to 
the other. 

Copy of the Memorial delivered by the Prc- 
Jldent f Mr. Hoi We II) to the StlcB Com* 
tnittee, upon the Arrival of Mr. Vs. n- 
irttart, to fueeetd him in the Govern* 
ment. 

A S niy health, and the cdnUdera- 
tion of other circumtonccs, will 

foon 
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{pan oblige me to requeft permiiTion 
feom the board to rdign the lervice, 1 
beg leave, previous to tint rtep, to ac¬ 
company this ihort addLrcJs with nich re¬ 
marks sod memorials, as may convey to 
the Prefident (fo lately arrived amongft 
ns} a knowledge of the prefen t date and 
iituatioa of the Company's aiihirii, as they 
ifcmd connected with, or are dependent 
on the government of Bengal. 

To form a judgment of the prefent 
fc»te of things in Bengal, it will be need¬ 
ful to rctralpeft on the late revolution of 
the year 1757, when ncccliity, and a 
juft rclcntmeni for the tnnli gruel inju¬ 
ries, obliged us to enter into a plan to 
deprive Serajah Dowla of his govern¬ 
ment, which was accordingly done, and 
Mecr Mahomed JoHier Alice Cawn h.vtd 
by u$ at the head of the province on 
certain conditions, and under a treaty of 
alliance often live and defenlive. 

A short fpace of time fully proved 
how unworthy the family thus railed 1 
The conditions of die treaty could not 
be obtained from the Nabob, without 

being 
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being in a manner extorted from him, 
and by a thoufmd drifts and evafions it 
was plain to the world not a fmglc arti¬ 
cle would ever have been complied with, 
had the Nabob been in veiled with power 
diffident to have prevented it, or could 
he have dive fled himfelf of his own fears 
and apprehenfions from our refentment. 

Tun caws on the lands were howe¬ 
ver granted for the payment of the fti— 
puiated fums at particular times, by which 
the Royroyan, Muttafuddie?, Dewans, 
and every Harpey employed in the Ze- 
mindarree and revenues, became our im¬ 
placable enemies; and confequentlv a 
party was foon railed at the Durbar, 
headed by the Nabob's fon Meeran, and 
Rajah Rajebullub, who were daily plan¬ 
ning fehemes to fttake off their depen¬ 
dence on the Engtifhj and continually 
urging to the Nabob, that till this was 
cfFe&ed! his government was a name only* 
The Nabob, fomething irritated by the 
protedlion given Rajah Doolubram, and 
weak and irrefolutc in himfelf, fell too 
foon into the ft: fentiments. 


The 
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The fidl ftep taken to accomplish this 
mcalure of independence, was to ailaf- 
finate, and take off, under one pretence 
or other, every minifter and officer at the 
Durbar, who they knew were attached 
to the Engliih ; in confequence of which, 
Coja Haddy, and CofHtn Alice Cawn, firft 
and Second Buxey, were affcffinated in 
November and December 175S ; and af¬ 
ter many attempts made on the perfons 
of Rehiem Cawn, and Golam Shah, his 
uncle and brother, they were obliged to 
feck an alylum with the Shahzada in 
t 759 ‘ Roydoolub, his fon, and four 
brothers, were proscribed, on no other 
account, but that of the various infor¬ 
mations he gave us, and his firm attach¬ 
ment; this family would have fallen a 
Sacrifice, had they not been relcued out 
of the Nabob's hands by force of arms; 
Ameer Beg Cawn would, from the lame 
caufe, have Suffered the lame fate, had 
he not given his Solemn engagement to 
quit the kingdom, which he according¬ 
ly did. 

Vol. I. E The 
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The next project of the Durbar ap¬ 
peared, by every concurring fubfequent 
circumft.ince, to be a fee ret negotiation 
with the Dutch, for trailfporting troops 
from Batavia into thefe provinces, that 
with their united force a Hop might be 
put to the power of the English. This 
feheme was conduced by Raja Rajebul- 
]ub on the one part, and * Fucratoojar 
for the Dutch on the other, about O(So¬ 
ber or November 1758* die period when 
the Deccan expedition took place, and 
the garrifon was much reduced* Soon 
after, the provinces were invaded by the 
Shahzada on the fide of Patna, and Co¬ 
lonel CUve with our military and feapoys 
joined the Nabob and his troops, and by 
forced marches prelerved Raja Ramna- 
rain Heady in his duty, and arrived juft 
in time to Save that city and province, 
and drove the prince, though the un¬ 
doubted heir to the kingdom, beyond 
the Currumnaffa, and brought the Bou- 
gepoor, &c. countries into fubjetbon to 
the Nabob. 

* Coja Wijced. 

The 
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The prince more than once wrote to 
tJie Colonel, offering any terms for the 
Company and himfelf, on condition the 
Englhh would quit the Nabob, and Hr, 
. :ifms > l»Mt the Colonel thinking it 
incompatible with our treaty of alliance 
with the Nabob, gave the prince no en¬ 
couragement. 

At the end of the campaign the Co¬ 
lonel returned to us in June i 7J9j ^ 

the two Nabobs arrived in the city about 
the fame time, with full conviction of 
our firm attachment to hi * government 
ami family, and our religious regard to 
our treaties ; what feme they retained of 
thefe obligations, and how long, will 
appear by and by. 

The Nabobs, thinkingthcmlelvesnow 
better dlabhihcd in tile government, and 
Jcrccned by fuch a fure and powerful fup- 
port as our arms, began tofet no hounds 
to their cruelties, oppreffions, and exac- 
tionn, from thofe who had any thing to 
be plundered of j and this barely receiv¬ 
ed ascheck from the lev ere and frequent 
remonffrances ol the Colonel to the Na- 
. _ v ^ > bob. 
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bob, on a conduct which he told him 
muft, from the general dcteftation of the 
people, end in the deftru&ion of him- 
felf, his family and country* His troops 
clamorous at the fame time for their pay, 
whilft the Nabob, in place of appropri¬ 
ating the fums he had acquired by re¬ 
peated aflaffinations to the juft demands 
of his jemmatdars and troops, lavifhed the 
fame in boundlefs extravagancies* 

About the latter end of July [759, the 
young Nabob arrived on a pretended vi- 
fit to Colonel Clive, but the real motive 
was to negotiate, if poffible, the deli¬ 
very of Rajah Doolubram, and two or 
tlircc other articles given him in charge 
by his father, fuch as the furrender of 
the tuncaw lands on fecurity, the bor¬ 
rowing of us a large lum of money, &c. 
In thefe the fon proving unfucceistul, a 
member of the board of Sele# Commit¬ 
tee was, at his defire, fent to accompany 
him to the city, to reconcile the Nabob 
to the negatives bis fon had received in 
Calcutta, and at the fame time to**inti¬ 
mate to him the advice wc had received. 
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that a large armament was fitting out at 
Batavia, dcllined for Bengal ; and to pe¬ 
netrate, if poilible, his fentiments on 
this occafion ; and what refolution he 
would take, in cafe that force arrived in 
the river. 

He was not to be reconciled to die re- 
fufals his Ion met with, but determined 
to try his own power, and declared his 
intentions to pay the Colonel a viik him- 
felf in September i which he did with 
fuccefs equal to his ion; he feemed to 
make light of the Dutch intelligence, 
and not to give credit to it, though he 
difeovered much perplexity ; however, 
he wrote a letter to the Colonel, de¬ 
manding our ailiitance, by virtue of the 
treaty of alliance, in cafe the Dutch 
troops came into die river, 

T h e armament arrived during his 
viliti his flay after that was fliort, his 
mind much cmbarraJTcd, and his whole 
fubfequent conduct gave moil undoubt¬ 
ed proofs, that the Dutch forces were 
arrived by his invitation. That fuch 
were die fentiments of Colonel Clive 
E g and 
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and the Council, appears from the nar¬ 
rative of that Dutch buiinefs, tranfmit- 
ltd to the Honourable the Court of Di¬ 
rectors, and to our fcvenal Admirals ; a 
per u lid of this narrative will convince 
the impartial, that the Nabob, in his be¬ 
haviour on tills occasion, was guilty of a 
moil flagitious breach of the article of 
the treaty of alliance; and that from this 
period, no terms whatever Ihould have 
been preferved with him, after fuch un¬ 
exampled treachery and ingratitude; to 
which, by way of ilhiflration, wit may 
add the fubi'equem farces carried on be¬ 
tween the Nabob and the Dutch, as fet 
forth in the leveral letters between Mr. 
Hoi well and the Rehdent at Murad- 
baug on tit is fubjedt; by reference to 
which it will appear mold manifeil, that 
the Nabob's real intentions never were to 
thflrds effectually that people; but on 
the contrary, were only aimed to amul’e 
and deceive u$: witneis the private or¬ 
ders and inftruitions given to Mcer Cof- 
flm Alice Cawn, fo oppoiite to his puh- 
lic ones, when he was lent down to de¬ 
molish 
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moMi die new w orks at Chintfura. In 
the apparent delays of this icrvicc, Cof¬ 
fin* AJiee Cawn iuffered much in the 
opinion of the late Prcfidcnt, though 
unjustly, as we fubfequently learn he 
■was acting ftridtly conformable to the 
private orders of the Nabob. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, 
the Shahzada invaded the provinces again 
with a force more rcfpc€tablc than the 
preceding year, both in troops and com¬ 
manders, by die revolt ot Camgar Cawn, 
Golam Shaw, Rcim Cawn and others j 
the Nabob by dii s time having made 
himieif fo univerfally hated, that we may 
jufily fay, there was hardly a man in 
the province diat did not wiih iuecefi 
to the prince. 

Colonel Clive refigned the govern¬ 
ment early in February 1760, about 
which time theMorattas entered the pro¬ 
vince from the jfouthward, and penetrat¬ 
ed into the Burdwan country, making a 
confide table diverfron in favor of the 
prince. The Nabob demanded a body 
of our troops, Heapoys, and field-art it- 
E 4 lery. 
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lery, for the defence of this country, to 
join his under the command of Meer 
Coflim Ailee Cawn, which was granted; 
hut their ufe was fru ft rated by the Na¬ 
bob's pufilanimoos, irregular, ami con- 
tradiftory orders to his general Coflim 
Allee Cawn, to march with our troops to 
Cutwa and the city, in place of march¬ 
ing dir edtl y to the lo nth ward. Thus this 
country fell a prey to the Morattas, and 
a ftop was put to the collefting our tun- 
caws, in which was our greateft depen¬ 
dence and expectation for the fervice of 
the year*. Our troops under the command 
of major Caillaud had taken the field, 
in conjunftion with the Nabob's, under 
the command of his fon, fometime be¬ 
fore the Colonel^ departure for Europe, 
and (luped their rout towards Patna, 
whilft the Nabob himfclf remained in 
the neighborhood of Rajemahl, a check 
on Cuddeem, Holein Cawn, Nabob of 
Purnca {then in rebellion) until Shu- 

* See military corrcfp<nndentc in the month * of 
February ind March 1760. 

but '3 
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but’s * advance, recalled him to the 
city, A regular and particular detail of 
the trania&ions of this laborious cam¬ 
paign will not be ex petted here, as the 
progrcf:; of it will p relent itfdf in the 
courle of the military correfpondcnce 
kid before the Committee, tlicrcfore ge¬ 
neral remarks on the 1 needs, effects, 
and probable ccniequcnees, will be fuf- 
ficient. 

This, like the former ones, has pro¬ 
duced no definitive action or ftrokc, to lay 
the lead: foundation of peace to the pro¬ 
vinces. In the courfe of this campaign 
three morally lure and important op¬ 
portunities were loll by the cowardice 
of both the Nabobs ; the firft, when the 
young Nabob refufed to join the major, 
in the immediate purfuit of the Shahza- 
da when routed near Patna ; the fecond, 
when the old Nabob refuled to comply 
with the major's requell and demand, to 
crofs his horfie over the Burdwan river, 
and attack the prince when united with 
Shubut, &c .; the third, when in the late 
• The name of a Moratta General. 

purfuit 
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purfuit of Cu ddeem Hofein Cawn, the 
young Nabob refufed to lead or detach 
his horfe to the major’s afliftauce, by 
which a general action might have been 
brought on; but, on the contrary, he 
kept encamped two or three miles in the 
major's rear, as if his intentions were to 
leave our troops, without horle, a facri- 
fice to the enemy. 

Had the moft been made of either 
of thofe favorable occasions, the ftroke 
had, in all human probability, been de- 
cifive; as it Is, it only proves, that we 
continue to draw our fwords in fupport 
of a family, moft unworthy the govern¬ 
ment they have by our aftlftancc ufurp- 
ed, and this to the manifeft hazard and 
ruin of the Company’s tradeandconcerns. 

On the near approach of the major to 
Patna, he received a Firmaun from the 
prince, of which he adviled the board, 
and promifed to forward a copy* but no 
wonder, that, in the ctrarfc of fo extra¬ 
ordinary and fatiguing a campaign, it 
fliouldelcape his memory. On the Shahza- 
da 3 $ arrival In theBcerboom country, after 

the 
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the unexpected march he formed upon 
his defeat, the Prefident received in¬ 
telligence, that the old Nabob had ac¬ 
tually a Vackee] in the Shahzada's camp, 
and that he was negotiating a fe pa rate 
treaty with him. This appeared to have 
fo dangerous a tendency, that any means 
were eligible to obtain the truth of it. 

The late prefident, by a third hand, 
procured Med Zemnia Cawn Rajah of 
Beer boom, and his uncle Camgar Cawn, 
tobc written to on this fubjeftof the Na¬ 
bob’s Vtfckeel and treaty. This loon 
produced aFirmaun from the prince, in- 
cloiitig a copy of the Nabob's Arzdafht. 
The Prcfidt-nt made no reply to the Fir- 
maun, but returned a Ihort one to Cam- 
gar CaWn's letter which accompanied it, 
intimating, that copies carried little va¬ 
lidity where originals were in being. 

A few days bc/bre the prince began 
his retreat from the hills, the Prefident 
received a fccond Firmaun from him, 
inclofing the original Arzdafhl from the 
Nabob, All that can be find, either for 


or 
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or again ft belief being given to the au¬ 
thenticity either of the copy or origi¬ 
nal, will appear on the face of the cor- 
refpondencc, in two letters from the 
Prcftdent to the major, under dates the 
twenty-iecond and twenty-fourth of A- 
pril laft, and to Mr. Flattings, the twen¬ 
tieth of the fame month. To thefe we 
may further add* that if they arc forge¬ 
ries, they have yet this corroborating 
fignature of truth, that the whole te¬ 
nor of the Nabob’s condua moft esaftly 
tallies with the terms of the Arzdaflit. 
But to refume the courfe of the cam¬ 
paign to the prefent time. 

Patna is relieved, and fecurc for the 
prefent. Cuddeem Hofein Cawn is dif- 
pofleffed of his government of Purnea, 
and driven out of the country* hut with 
all his treafure and valuable effeds, to 
the reproach and infamy of the young 
Nabob's name; fo that, after the rains, 
he will eafily join the prince with the 
eflentials of war, which he only wants 
to harrafs the provinces five years longer. 
The young Nabob is taken off by a flaih 
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of lightening, and our troops are gone 
into quarters, after having done as 
much, or more than could be expelled, 
from men fo wretchedly fupported by 
thofe very people, for whofc prefervation 
they endure every did refs and fatigue j 
and the prince has found means to pre- 
ferve himfelf and forces a footing on 
this fide the Soane, and in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Patna. It is faid, Camgar 
Cawn has for fake n the caufc of the 
prince, which appears moll improbable, 
not only on account of Ids having no 
other chance for rcimburfmg himfelf 
but perfeveranee, but becaufe we had 
undoubted intelligence, that three thou- 
fand of his troops have lately joined his 
nephew Ailed Zcmina * Cawn, who has 
thrown off his allegiance to the Nabob. 
Thefe troops are, doubtleis, lodged to 
make an early and important diveriion 
at the opening of the next campaign, 
by entering the Burdwan country, as 
foon as the prince begins to be in mo¬ 
tion above ; and thus our fupplies from 
* The Rajah of Bmbootn. 


thcncc 
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thence will be again cut ofF, and the 
Company's affairs be reduced to die lift 
extremity of diftreLs, unlefs the approach- 
ing lliips of the fealbn relieve us, or the 
whole tuncaws on thofe lands could 
becollcded during the rains. The lat¬ 
ter is hardly poftiblc in any ferviceable 
degree, and the former carries very lit¬ 
tle probability. The late propolid of the 
Nabob’s to pay our balances, and refume 
his lands, is devoutly to be wiihed ; but 
it is like wile to be feared he has tio 
meaning in it. 

The various reafons, urged againfl the 
meafures of fupporting the pro font go¬ 
vernment longer on the plan we have 
been ibme time purliiing, to the heavy 
injury of the Company, with various 
expedients to refeue them from manifest 
approaching ruin, arc fet forth at large, 
in the military correipondence, inn letter 
from the Prefldent to major Caillaud, 
under dates the 24th and 25111 of May, 
14th of June, and 3d of July; to Mr. 
Amyatt, under dates die 25th and 30th 
of May; to Mr, Haftings, under dates 

the 
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the 34th of May, 30th of June, and 5th 
and 8th of July. Both the regions and 
expedients, in the prelent Bate of affairs, 
feem rather to confirm than contra-in¬ 
dicate any other; however, the fudden 
death of the young Nabob (if made a 
proper nfc of) fee ms to point out a middle 
way, if things are not gone too far al¬ 
ready, to admit of any other than the di- 
vtiling this family of die government al¬ 
together *. 

Respecting all matters relative to 
the Dutch and the Nabob, the Dutch 
and us, the tun caws and obitrudHons 
railed by the Nabob on our collecting 
them, as alfo the late feeret treaty be¬ 
tween the Nabob and the Morattas, 
&e. they will appear on die face of the 
corrdpondencc without exaggeration," 

* See the PrdiJeftt'i letter to Mr. Ha dings of 
the i6di of hft month, and to major Cailluid of 
the 2 6th, on the lime fubjcS, 
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ExtraS! of a Letter from Mr, Van fit tart, 
Governor of Calcutta, to Colonel Coil- 
hud, commanding the Army at Patna, 
dated Auguft 4, 1760. 

“ T SUPPOSE the Nabob, when he 
A anfwers the letters I hove wrote 
him, will in consequence of your advice 
propole a meeting, and indeed I think 
it highly neeeiTary. When fuch a con¬ 
ference is refolded upon, I will let you 
know in time to be there j and I think 
we fhould find the means of removing 
that wan t of confidence, which I fee now 
every moment between the Nabob and 
our gentlemen. It is this miftruft, that 
fee ms to me to be in great mcafurc the 
caufe of all his difficulties and ours. His 
people flight him, imagining, that with 
us they will be fure to find protection ; 
and on the other hand, thofe with whom 
the Company have to do, thofe particu¬ 
larly upon whom we have affignmerits 
for money, make ufe of It as an oppor¬ 
tunity of delaying their payments, de¬ 
pending 
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pending on the Nabob’s countenancing 
their backwardnefs. 

Tf a negotiation with the prince (hould 
take place, I am lb far from intending 
a revolution in tliefe provinces, that f 
would have the confirmation of the pre- 
fem Nabob Aipukted for the firfi arti¬ 
cle; it might, however, be upon con¬ 
dition of his making over to us coun¬ 
tries, to the value of about fifty lacks 
per annum. Burdwan and * Kifiiagur 
would nearly anfwcr that fum, and lie 
extremely convenient for us. The Shah- 
zada, at the fame time, ihould engage 
to fiimiih the Company monthly with 
twice as much as would defray the charges 
of the troops defined for hisfervice; and 
to confer on tile Company, in cafe of his 
fuccefs, fitch privileges and advantages 
in all parts of India, as their levcral go¬ 
vernors might requeft." 

* Or NudJe*, 


VoL. I. 
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Extract of a Letter from Colonel Caillaud 
to Mr . Vanfittart, to which Mr, A- 
myatt, Chief at Patna, alfo fuhfcrihed i 
no Date, hut received 24 Aug. 1760. 

*t t T were to be wlfhcd, that confi- 
. X dence between us and the Nabob 
could be eftablifhcd 1 but give me leave 
to allure you, that will be no eafy talk, 
until he changes his councilors. My 
opinion in this is confirmed by Colonel 
Clive’s judgment, who wanted fuch a. 
change, and, would have effected it, had 
he flayed j but I hope the fame from your 
tmnzgtmcnu 

The money matters ftill perplex me 
more 1 the ftatc of our finances at Ben¬ 
gal you are before this acquainted with. 
The countries you mention arc the beft 
we could have for the fum wanted j but 
nothing will induce the Nabob to purl 
with them, but the fear of our ftrength 
and power j and not much lets force is 
rcquiGte to keep him in awe, and to pre¬ 
vent enemies from within or without dis¬ 
turbing the peace of the Subahihip, which. 
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if not perfe&ly maintained, of confe- 
’q tie nee the revenues j'ufFer. The Nabob 
would not be a poorer man, by giving 
11 !i fifty lacks per annum, with which he 
would have a body of forces, that would 
do him fervice and It does not eoft him 
Id's than that fum for maintaining an ufe- 
Ids rabble: hut to convince him of this 
ftep, there lies the difficulty; the Co¬ 
lonel's lafi letter to him was full of falu-. 
taty initrudions an this head; but he is 
of fo miiirufiful a nature, that already 
our power and influence, though meant 
for Ids good, give him pain ; and every 
thing that we can propofe, ili.it Teem¬ 
ing Jy tends to encreate it, gives him um¬ 
brage, and will make him unwillingly 
content to this, or any other rtep we can 
propofe. He adored of this, that he can 
only be frightened into compli nice; and 
lb you fee it is my opinion, that though 
the prince goes, wc cannot lend both 
men and money to Madras. 

In my two In Eh letters, I have fpoke 
fully as to The affairs of this province j 
and gave Inch reafons as I had for the 
F 2 appoint- 
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appointment of * Meet Sidoo and Ra- 
iebullub; at leaft whit I have moft 
ftronjly urged* and it feems to bi vour 
opinion, that no change ihould be made 
for the prefent, The Nabob’s ufage of 
me in the courle of this affair hath 
piqued rue fenfibly ; nor will i Set it go 
unnoticed. I do not quarrel with the 
man for being of a different opinion 
with me, had he ingenuoufly told me fo, 
for I left all to his choice, and only ad- 
vifed him what I thought bell j but he 
agreed by his letters to all I propofed, 
allowed it was the beft that could be 
done, and approved of all my meafurcs ; 
whilft, at the fame time, he was aft in g 
diametrically oppofite, without ever con- 
fidering me, or the engagements I had 
entered into upon the ftrength of his 
promlfes." 

* The Nabob 5 -randfoit. 
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Ex trail of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt to 
Mr. Van fit tart, and Caknd Caillaud. 
Dated Patna, O&ober 5, 1760. 


Gentlemen, 

“ T Ain favoured with yoitr’sof die 25th 
A ultimo, and am very glad you have 
taken Reps to fupply us with money j 
wc have laboured under great difficulties 
for want of it, and a fmall lupplv to 
the Nabob's troops would have enabled 
Rajebullub to quit this place, who is 
very anxious and desirous to get away, 
and without fome money he cannot. He 
has run the rifque of his life thefc three 
days, and I expelled an uproar in the 
city hourly. To-day they arc Somewhat 
quiet, and R&mnarain has fent for fome 
of the chief commanders to expoftulate 
with them ; but without fome money 
fent him, he fays, he cannot, nor will 
undertake to fatisfy them. I have 
talked to Ramnarain all in my power, 
to take the command of them, that Raje¬ 
bullub may go; and 1 cannot but fay he 
has a great deal of rcafon on his side, 
F 3 they 


jo A Narrative of (bt 

(bey arc filch a fee of rabble, and he 
without money, befidcs his own troops 
unpaid > they will not hear reafon ; foine 
money imift be given immediately', and 
where that h to come from he does not 
know. The Nabob has not wrote to 
them or Rajcbullub, and CofTim Alice 
Cavra to a very few, lb that they are 
outrageous. They lay, the Colonel and 
Rajcbullub kept them together j one is 
gone, and lent them no money, and the 
latter they expe£fc to make their pay good, 
fo that here is a fine fpot of confujlon ; 
our army only prevents .matters coming 
to extremities. I apprehend, when the 
pnnee hears all this, we ih.ill have him 
move this way- W ere all thefe trouble- 
fome forces joined with him it would be 
nothing i but they wi thin and the prince 
without is bad, though, I hope, as wc 
arc a little quiet to-day, that Ramnarain 
will be able to work upon them; Raje- 
bullub Ut thefe matters i> a child to the 
other.” 


MxtraB 


Trunfa#km in Bengal. 


Extra# of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt 
to Mr. Vanfittort and Cofanti Caillaud. 
Dated Patna, Oftober 12, 1760, 


“ npHE Nabobs feepoys arc daily 
-l deferring to the prince ; the re¬ 
mainder labour under great difficulties, 
and are very trouble fume for their pay.* 1 


Extra# af a Letter from Mr. Bailings, 
Rcjidrnt at the Nabob’* Court* to tht 
Select Committee at Calcutta. Dated 
Muradbaug, July j8 , 1760. 

** ]1/T Y laft gave you the mdancho- 
IVJ. ]y news of the Chula Nabob’s 
death. It is proper, that I now acquaint von 
with the confcqu cnees of that event here. 
No fooncr was the intelligence publish¬ 
ed, than the feepoys, no longer intimi¬ 
dated by the authori ty of die China Na¬ 
bob, nor the pretence of the Englilh 
forces, which had hitherto retrained 
them from giving (cope to their refent- 
ment again ft the Nabob, immediately 
concurred to take the advantage, which 
his grief, and the conftemation caufed 
F 4 by 
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by fo Aid den and fatal a ftroke afforded 
them, tt> compel him to pay their long 
arrears. Tliey accordingly encompaffed 
his palace on the 14th, in a clamorous 
manner, but proceeded no further than 
to infult the treafurcr and other mutta- 
ftddees, whom they pulled out of their 
pallanquins, and treated with other in¬ 
dignities. The fame dilarders continued 
the next day. On the 16th, they affem- 
hlcd in a large body, and flopped up the 
doors of the palace, fuffering none to en¬ 
ter, or come out of it. Numbers mount¬ 
ed on every wall, not excepting the 
places held the mod lac red, and loaded 
the Nabob with die moft opprobrious 
language, threatening him with death, 
if their demands were not complied with. 
Such of his courtiers or attendants, as 
made their appearance, were afTauked by 
Fragments broke off from the walls, by 
which fevcral per fans of dill ination were 
wounded. This feenc lifted two days, 
and feemed to portend the certain de¬ 
ft ru&ion of the Nabob; when Co Aim Al¬ 
ice Cawn, the Nabob’s fan-in-law, by 

his 
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his interpoJition, put a flop to the per¬ 
fection, and brought on an accommo¬ 
dation. The Nabob has pro mi fed to pay 
the full arrears from the iixth fun, and 
two half months of the prefent year, 
as foon as it (hall appear from the ac¬ 
counts what money is due to them. Forthis 
payment, Coflim Alice Cawn became 
fccurity, and paid them immediately 
three lacks of rupees from his own trea- 
fury. This fatisfied the feepoys, who in- 
fhntly retired to their own habitations. 
Though the dorm is now blown over, 
yet Ihould it return again (which is to 
be apprehended, from the final! profpedt 
there at prefent appears, that the Nabob 
will be able to colled fo large a fum as 
he has engaged to ditcharge) I much fear 
the co frequences will prove fatal to the 
Nabob, as well from the unrulinels and 
difaffedtion of the multitude, as from the 
machinations of his numerous enemies, 
with whom it will be no difficulty to 
make thofe the inftruments of his ruin. 

Assed Zemma Cawn, the Rajah of 
Bcerboom, is aiferabling forces, and, tho* 
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no open hodilities have been committed 
by him, it Is no longer doubted, but his 
dcitgn b to revolt t j am the prole ut go¬ 
vernment*” 

^ranjladon of a Letter from the Nabob 
to Co/ont’l Cid 1 laud* 

** T^Ohmeriv die command of the 
•1 forces, the government of the 
country, the regulating of the army, and 
railing of troops, were the office of the 
Nabob Nanr-nol-mooIIt, decoded. At 
this time, excepting my beloved fon Meer 
Mahomed CplTim Cawn Behadcr, there 
is none of my forts or brethren equal to 
that trull, and I have now received great¬ 
er proofs than ever of his merit. For 
tliis real on I have judged my Ion afore- 
faid worthy of, and proper for the di¬ 
rection of all military operations and af¬ 
fairs of the administration, in the fame 
manner wi th the Nabob Nafir-ool-tuoolk, 
rkccafaJ. I doubt not, that you have 
die fame opinion of the qualities and ca¬ 
pacity ol my ion afore laid i and ihcfriend- 
Ihip you entertain for him is free from 

deceit 
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deceit and dclign. From the entire 
dependence, which he places upon your 
cftablilhed acquaintance and friendship, 
he hopes that you will afiift him on 
this occahon, by exerting your influence 
fn effectually in his behalf, that Mhara- 
jali Ramnarain Behadcr may be entirely 
plea led with my ton, and maintain 
a friendly intcrcourfc with him* that 
when required he may afford the laid 
Mhurajah his affiRanee and fupport, as 
the late Nabob Nafir-ool-moolk did. ily 
this our friendship will Ik* daily aug¬ 
mented, the affairs of the government 
will praiper, and you will do tne a great 
plcaiure," 

Tranpthn of a Litter from the N abob to 
Mr. Holwell. Received July 10, 1760. 

** rp H E letter you wrote mcconcern- 
X ing Mcer Mahomed Coihm Al¬ 
ice Cawn, 1 have received. ’You ac¬ 
quaint me, he is a noble, good, and 
brave man. Mr. Hailing* alfo has fpofce 
me to the lame pur pole, and has defired 
tne, to let h im Succeed my fon. This re¬ 
joiced. 
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Joiced me much, becaufe I was fenfible 
he is highly ddcrving of my favour and 
friendihip. I have no friends dearer to 
me than himfelf and family, and fhould 
be very glad, if it was in my power to 
give it him; but the Colonel has wrote 
me a letter*, a copy whereof I have in- 
clofed for your perufal, and you will then 
be able to judge, what motive has induc¬ 
ed me to prefer the Chuta habob s ion* 

Extraft of a Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Calcutta, to the Prefdent and 
Council of Fort St. George. Dated 
July 2S, 1760. 

iittttE have received your favours of 
W the j 2th June and 7th July, and 
are forry to find there is any profpeft of 
being under the necefiity of raifing the 
blockade of Pondicherry . We flatter our- 
felves, however, that affairs will take a 
more favorable turn j and that when the 
expected fuccours arrive, you will be 
fully enabled to carry into execution your 
moft fanguine expedtations. We moil: 

* This vas 1 letter, recommending the infant 
grandfen under the euariUanfhip of 


tfranfaBhni in Bengal. 77 

ardently with it were in our power to 
affift you on this importint occasion wi th 
men or money; but fucli is our iitui¬ 
tion, that notwithdanding our unwea¬ 
ried endeavors, wc are not able to effect 
either. The Shahzada, with his forces, 
had eroded the river Soane, which af¬ 
forded a profpett of the Patna province 
being redo red to peace for a few months 
at lead 5 but tire death of the young Na¬ 
bob, which happened by a ftaih of light¬ 
ning on the 3d of July, has encouraged 
the Shahzada to return within a few cole 
of Patna. Major Caillaud, with our 
troops, and thofc of the Nabob under 
his command, by our lated advices, was 
in that city, lb that an adion may very 
probably enfue. 

Every method has in vain been tried 
for railing a fum ol money, as well for 
fupplying your fettlement, as providing 
an invedment here for the Company. 
The troubles which have this fcafon con¬ 
tinued folate in the country, have fo much 
impeded the collection of our tun caws, 
that for a confiderable time pad, we have 
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had little more money in our trcoiiiry, 
than fu indent to defray ilic current ex- 
pence^ of the fettlemcnt. This being 
the real fitnation of our affairs, we per¬ 
vade ourfelves you will be convinced, 
that your not receiving the fnpplies you 
may have expected from us, is not owing 
£0 any negleft hi its ; as we can on the 
contrary' affurcyou, weibaiild, on all oc- 
calions, molt chcatfully contribute every 
thing in our power fur the good of the 
fervice In gene rah” 

BxtraB <f a Cmfukatim Md at Cal¬ 
cutta the ytb Augtiff, r j 6 v> Pm- 
fait Mtjjiairs VanGttart, Sumner, Hoi- 
well, M ( Gwirc, Batfon, Verclft, 
Smyth, and Smith, 

£ N order to determine upon the ex¬ 
pediency of complying with the 
application of the Committee of All- 
rungs, for a fufficient advance of money, 
to com pleat the inveffcment intended this 
year, the Board think it ncctlfiry to en¬ 
quire into the prelent date of the trea¬ 
sury ; and the further iupplics that we 

have 
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have to depend on, luppofing none to 
come from Europe by the Chips of this 
feafon j and to fet againft them firil, the 
indiJ pen fable demands for the current 
charges of the Prefidency, as the pay of 
the troupe the marine charges, the for- 
liiieations and repairs, £cc. 

According y, die fallowing cal¬ 
culation * is now framed to include a 
whole year, commencing the iftof An- 
guff 1760, and ending the 31ft of July 
ij6i. 

Rupees. 

1 , 00,000 


Remaining this day In the 
treafury 


To 

• The 0mount of this calculation is 37,50,000 
rupees, to which we may add twelve lack* for the 
yearly amount of the lack of rupees per month, 
which the Nahob had ittpulated to be paid for the 
field eipcnces of our troops. The whole fum will 
be 49>5C,aoo; of which it is to be obfened, that 
thirty-feven lacks were to lx paid by the Nabob, 
and therefore could by no means be depended on. 
The remainder is only 11,50,000 rupees, a fum 
very infuflkient for defraying even the current ex¬ 
pend? oT the fetdcinejit. 
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So 


Rupee:. 

Td be received from the Na-1 

bob the full amount of his/ 2 5* QO *'- ,co 
debt, about > 

TobcreceivedfromtheCom-) 0 

, , . > 8,00,000 

pany s Janas j 

Land and fen cuiloms 1,50*000 

In, files in the import ware-') 2,00,000 
faoufe, and bills of cx- > 
change on Europe J 


37,50,000 


Of which it may be computed, that 
eighteen lacks of rupees will be required 
for the 1 ndifpenfablcchargesof the troops, 
fortifications, &ic. for twelve months, 
from the 1 ft of Auguft 1760, to the 31 ft 
of July 1761. And the Prefident re¬ 
prefen ts to the Board, that die want of 
money upon the coafl began to be very 
prefling before he left it \ fo that there 
feems to be an abfolute and immediate 
neeeflity for lending at Icaft ten lacks to 

Madras, 
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Madras, otherwlfe the vail J'ums already 
dilburkd there, and all the advantages 
thereby acquired over the enemy, will be 
loft, at a crilis too, when there is a great 
probability of pursuing the blow with fuc- 
ccii to the utmoft accomplKhmeut of our 
wifhes, by the reduction of Pondicherry. 

Th ese ten lacksforMadras, tnuft there¬ 
fore be made up out of the firft money 
than can be got together, whether by loan 
or by the Nabob's tnnem and alTign- 
ments. There will yet remain ten lacks 
out of the foregoing computation, which 
will ierve to begin upon an investment 
next year, if no other more urgent oc- 
cafiofl Should demand a fupply from it. 

But lor the prefent year, it is ablo- 
lutdy impGfiiblc, unlefs our honorable 
mailers ihould, contrary to their laft 
mentioned intentions, lend us a fupply 
on the expeded hips. Upon the whole, 
it is the unanimous opinion of the bcr>rd, 
that it will be moll for the Company's 
intercil, in this cafe of neceility, to flop 
any further advances on account of this 
year's invdbneatf* 


Vot. I. 
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Copy cfa Letter from Mr. Sykes to Mr. 
VanfittArt. Dated Cofiimbuzaf,Sep¬ 
tember 16, 1760. 

<t T Now enclofe you two letters from 
L t h c Nabob, on perufal of which 
you will find I have not been fuccelT- 
ful in my application to him for the fbu- 
gedarree of Chittagong and Silhet. He 
has acquainted me juft now with the rc- 
fult of His confultation yefterday with hlS 
minifters, which is a downright refufal, 
al l edging, that thde two provinces lie 
has afiigned for the maintenance of 
two of his forts, and Mohiloll arts as 
their Dewan. I informed him, that you 
did not mean, that our having theft two 
countries Ihould be any loft to him in 
Ills revenues, as we would pay the fame 
as the preftnt pofleffor does; yethc teems 
to think, that if we have once a tadtory 
at Chittagong, his people will be great¬ 
ly controlled in the t ran factions in thofe 
parts*' 1 
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% of the Proceedings at a Seled Com¬ 
mittee bcld at Calcutta, Sept, 1i» 1760. 
Prefeat Mef Vjnfiitart, Cailhud, 
Sumner, Hoi well, and M-Gwire, 


“ * I 'HE Colonel informs the Com- 
*“■ mittee, that he left Patna the 
31ft of laft month, at which time the 
prince was at Dowdnagorc on this fide 
the Soane j that all the reports of his 
crofting it were over, and that Monfieur 
Law, with Mndara Dowk, was pre¬ 
paring to repafs the river and join him. 
It was faid, their next motion would be 
towards Camgar Cawn, with whom the 
operations of the next campaign were to 
be fettled. 


Before we rcfblve upon a plan 
of future operations, wc will attempt ;i 
defeription of the ft ate the Company's, 
affairs are now' in; and this not to be 
confined to Bengal, but with regard alio 
to the exigencies of the other fettlcmeats, 
who are told to depend on this for flip- 
plies of money. Our influence encreafing 
from time to time, tince the revolution 
G 2 brought 
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brought about by Colonel Clive, lb have 
wc been obliged to enereafe our force to 
J up port that influence, We have now 
more than a thou fa nd Europeans and fife 
thou fan d feepoys, which, with the con¬ 
tingent cxpences of an army, is far more 
than the revenues allotted for their main¬ 
tenance, This deficiency was not fb 
much attended to whilffc the immenle 
turns di pula red by the lail treaty were 
coming in; but thefe refources being 
now quite exhaufted, and noiupplies of 
money coming from Europe, it becomes 
immediately neceffary to feeure to the 
Company inch an income as will hear 
them clear of charges, and bring in be- 
fules a fupply lor the emergencies of their 
other fetdements, and for providing 
cargoes for loading home their {hips. 

The fir ft que (lion then that natural¬ 
ly occurs is this; 

Whether that great force is wanted? 

That a lefs force would fee ure the 
fettlcmcnt of Fort William, with its 
farmer bounds againll any thing that is 
now* in the country', is not to be doubt¬ 
ed ; 
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ed; but it is as certain, that nothing bat 
that influence and weight, which we 
maintain by the laxgenefe of our force, 
can polTibly prevent the well known de¬ 
signs of the two principal European 
powers, who have long ihared with us 
the benefits of the trade of this coun¬ 
try i and to this wc may add, that the 
nearer we approach to a peace in Europe, 
the nearer wc are to our danger here. 

These confiderations having their due 
weight, we believe few will dilpute the 
neeeffity of keeping up our prefent force, 
perhaps augmenting it. This granted, 
it follows, that means mull be found 
within Qttrfelves of fupporting the ex- 
pence ; and theft means can be no other, 
than a proportionable lhare of the reve¬ 
nues of the country. By the treaty made 
with the prefent Nabob, he is obliged, 
as often as it may be requifltc for our 
troops to take the Held, to furnifh a lack 
of rupees a month tor their expence ; 
hut the uncertainty of this payment 
has been too long experienced to be any 
more depended on ; nor indeed, is it by 
G 3 any 
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any means Aifficient to anfwer the pur- 
j_,oie, iuppofmg the payments regularly 
made. It mud therefore be propofed to 
the Nabob, to aiTign to the Company a 
much larger income, and to aflign it in 
fuch a full and ample manner, by giving 
to the Company the foie right of luch dif- 
tridls, as lay mod convenient lor our 
management, that wc may no longer be 
fubjeft to the inconvenicncies wc expe¬ 
rienced from the late tuncaws, being or¬ 
ders only on a certain part of the reve¬ 
nues, From the experienced weaknefs 
and unftcadinefs of the Nabob himfelf, 
and the nature of thofe dependents, who 
now oppofe every encreate of our power, 
as their own will be proportionably lef- 
fened, it is to be fuppofed, that fnch^a 
propofal would meet with all the diffi¬ 
culties that could poffibly be thrown in 
our way. Notwithstanding thefe diffi¬ 
culties, we will fuppofe, that wc (hould 
have weight enough to overrule his coun¬ 
sellors, and obtain his confcnt, wc then 
ill ft keep our prelent looting ; we have 
a fund for paying our troops, and thofe 

troops 
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troops miift be employed in the ter vice 
of the Nabob ; and this lervice the fame 
as for thefc two years paft, in oppofing 
the Shahzada, whole deiigns on thete 
provinces, it is almott certain, will flill 
be puriued. 

From the experience of thei'c two years 
it is pretty dear that onr troops, thoVicto¬ 
rious in the held, yet cannot by their facte Is 
put an end to the troubles. The fameeauie 
which has prevented it before ftill cxiils ; 
the nature of thofe people, in alliance 
with whom we are to act, who will not 
purfue the advantages we gain j and we 
not having the means in our power, for 
want of a body of cavalry under our 
command. Thus the war may be pro- 
traded for years to come ; and every year 
the Nabob's dreumftanecs arc worfc and 
worfe, thro’ an increafe of expence, and 
lofs of revenues, not only by the dev ci¬ 
tations which the enemy may make, but 
by die continual defection of fume of 
his own Rajahs and dependents , many 
In the courfe of the two fait years have 
declared themfclvcs $ and that others are 
G 4 ripe 
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ripe for doing the fame is not to be 
doubted j particularly the Rajah of Beer- 
boom, in a letter * the Governor lately 
received from him, has fpokc his fenti- 
ments very freely. The province of 
Patna is already fo much reduced bv the 
two campaigns, as to be incapable of 
affording iabiiilance to the prince any 
longer, who mull; always find on the 
fpot the means of carrying on the war, 
having no refources within himfejf; and 
who confequently mull, thro 1 neceflity, 
attempt next year to penetrate further 
into Bengal; and in this he will no 
doubt be encouraged, by the fuccefs 
which' attended his lall year’s incurfion 
as far as Burdwan. 

It is therefore next to be con fide red, 
whether it is be ft for the intereft of the 
Nabob to purfue the prefent meafures, 
by continuing to oppoie the Shahzada, 
or to fnpport him in his preteniions to 
the crown of Dtlly. The two parties 
ftill fubfitl, between w hom die throne is 
diiputed, or rather who ihall give a King 

A copy of this letter Is fubjoirtcJ, Peu£c 9a. 
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to that throne. One of thole parties * 
has repeatedly invited the Shahzada to 
him ; and it is well known what offers 
he has made, both to the Nabob and us, 
for our aff]fiance. The fame reafons 
may be fop poled yet to have their weight 
with him, while the difpute remains 
undecided. And is it not probable, 
that fticK an afliftance given to the 
prince, and thrown into Abdallee’s fade, 
would enfurc the fuccefs of the enter- 
prize ? The immediate confeqticnce of 
this to Bengal, would be clearing the 
country of an enemy, by removing the 
caufc, whence all the late troubles and 
confufion have arofe; and If we, with 
reafon, flatter ourfelves we fliould fuc- 
cccd, what advantages may not the Com¬ 
pany expert ? 

Supposing this change of mea fares 
does not appear to the Nabob in the light 
we have reprefented, it is to be confi- 
dered, whether the exigencies of the 
Company's affairs before deferibed, do 
not require our forming fuch connexions 
m The Abdallce, 


inde- 
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independently of him, as may overrule 
the advice and fway of Ms creatures and 
minifters. 

Thi unfortunate death of die young 
Nabob, having created a number of fe- 
parate interefts, which it is impofliblc to 
conciliate to the fatisfaihon of all, and 
thereby gives the faired opportunity to 
any other European power, to gain a 
party to fupport them in their defigns ot 
eftabUIhing an influence here, is an in¬ 
ducement to make us follow liich a fyf- 
tem, as will put this inoft out of their 
power. 

Th F (hare of influence we now en¬ 
joy in thefe provinces, however great in 
appearance, does not carry with it thole 
real advantages, and weighty effects, 
which arc neceflary not to leave that 
power in danger of being difputed, and 
of failing us at a time when we moft 
want it; and nothing is more probable, 
than that That period will happen on a 
peace. To prevent the evil conferences 
of this, there fee ms now to offer fuch an 
opportunity of fee tiring to our t elves all 
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that we could with in this refpeft, as It is 
likely may never happen again ; an op¬ 
portunity that will give us both power 
and right. 

Another principal motive that urges 
us to think of changing our fyftcm, is 
the want of money : a want that is not 
confined to ourfdves alone, but upon 
which greatly depend the operations of 
the coal) j. the reduction of Pondicherry j 
and the provision of an investment for 
loading home the next year's (hips at all 
the three Prefittancics. 

It is hardly to be doubted, that the 
Shahzadu would be willing to enter into 
a negotiation with us independent of the 
Nabob j but filch a meafure would nei¬ 
ther be for the intcreif, nor the honor 
of our nation: our views in adopting 
this fylfem, Jhould be directed rather to 
drtmgthen, than weaken or overthrow 
the prefent Nabob. All we deiire is, 
to fee the power removfcd out of the hands 
of that lort of men, who now rule and 
direft his affairs, and through whofe mif- 
management and frauds, the country and 

his 
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Jus adminillration fufFer fo confiderablyj 
and to have fuch a fliare of power in- 
vtiled in die Company, as will enable 
them to prevent the bad con&quences of 
fo many contending interefts ; will ef¬ 
fectually put a flop to that diffi patio n of 
revenues, which has reduced the Nabob 
to his prefent diilreifed condition; which 
revenue, if properly applied, would leave 
neither hitn, nor us, any thing to fear 
from the deligns of any enemy j and ef¬ 
fectually fecure to us fuch a fund, as 
would anfwer all our prefent prefltng ex¬ 
igencies ; and in time, prove an increafe 
of honor and advantage to the Nation, 
and the Company.” 

The Prfidmt lays before the Committee 
the 'following Letter-, which he lately re- 
echoed from the Rajah of Beerboom, 


HANKS be given to the Al- 



mighty at this happy time; I 
have received your moll kind letter, ac¬ 
quainting me of your appointment to the 
adminillration of the affairs of the Com¬ 


pany, 


% 
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pany, and your fafc arrival in Calcutta. 
It has filled my heart with a joy too great 
for expreffion, and i have offered up my 
praifcs to God for it. May die Almigh¬ 
ty he flow on you a daily eucreafe of ho¬ 
nor, and incline you to favor your weil- 
wi&cr. This is the Hate of my affairs. 
By the countenance of you, gentlemfen, 
my Zemimiarree had begun to put on a 
flourifliing appearance ; but lately, lincc 
I have been deprived of that advantage, 
the magi If rate of the country *, who 
has rebelled agairjfl; his fovcrcign, afflidls 
every man of worth and ho nor with Lnfults 
and indignities, from which the ftridt- 
eft obedience is no fccimty. By the com¬ 
mands of the Lord of the univerfe, I 
have put myfelf in rcadinefs, you are a 
wife and conliderate man. The princi¬ 
ples of your religion ordain, that every 
man fhould be put in pofltflion of his 
right; and by your cuftoms too, the 
King is entitled to obedience. Thefe 
con fide ratio ns added to the long friend¬ 
ship I have had for your country, per- 


* The Nabub. 


fuadc 
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fuade me, that you will engage innoeaufe 
that Jhiill oppole that of Shah AaJum j 
fince your indications and mine are al¬ 
ways the fame, I hope, from the counte¬ 
nance of your favor, to be always made 
happy by the news of your welfare, and 
that you will take care of me.” 

EtXtraB of the Proceedings of a Select 
Committee, held at Calcutta,/£<* i §tb 
of Sept. 1760. Prefent Mtf. Van lit- 
tart, Caillaud, Sumner, HolweU, and 
M'Gwi re. 

“ * I 'HE great objects of our delibe- 
ration are, firft, the fecuring a 
fund of money for the prefent and fu¬ 
ture exigencies of this leulemcnt, as well 
as the other two prelidencies, no money 
being expelled from Europe; and, fe- 
condly, the putting an end to the diDur¬ 
ban ces fomented and kept up by the 
Shahaada in feveral parts of thefc pro¬ 
vinces, chat the whole may be united 
under the Nabob, and he put under the 
more immediate influence of the Com¬ 
pany, whofe force is his chief fupport 

and 


JranfaBhns in Bengal. 95 

and dependence, by this means enabling 
us to join e large body of country troops 
to our own, to oppoJe any attempts of 
European of country powers. 

The queftion to be conftdcred is. 
Whether we can bell arrive at thet'e ends 
by following the prelent fyftem of op- 
poling the Shahzada, or by propol'mg to 
him an alliance with the Englilh, and 
the alull an ce of part of our Jorces to pro- 
ceed with him to Dclly, and fypport him 
in his pre ten lions to the throne. 

The difficulties on both fidcs hav¬ 
ing been confidcred, refolvedunanimouf- 
Iv, that the entering into an alliance with 
the Shahzada, isaneceflary and expedient 
meafure. The Prcfidcnt is accordingly 
deiired to prefs Coffim Allee Cawn on the 
fubjeft of our essences, and our great 
didrefs tor money ^ to as to draw from 
him lb me propofol of means for remov¬ 
ing thofe difficulties, by which poffibly 
we may be able to form a judgment, 
whether he might not be brought to 
join in this negotiation, and in procur¬ 
ing the Nabob’s content.” 


Extract 
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Extract of tie Proceedings of a Seledl 
Committee, held at Calcutta the ihth of 
Sept. 1760. Prefent Mf Vanfittart, 
CaiUaud, Sumner, Holwell, and 
McGwire. 


** ^T**HE Prdjdcnt acquaints the 
A Committee, that in a long con- 
verfation he had lail night with ColTim 
Alice Cawn, he had an opportunity 
of making fame progrefs towards the 
dilcoveries requiGte for carrying on 
the negotiation propofed yefterday j and 
that without letting him know any 
thing of our deiign, he had led him 
to make fuch declarations of his de¬ 
fire to hare the rule over the Nabob, 
and the general management of the af¬ 
fairs of the province, as amount aim mi 
to a proof of his reads nets to adt the part 
intended for him. After telling him 
much of our regard, and of our opinion 
of him, as the fitteft perfon for con¬ 
ducting the great affairs of the Ben¬ 
gal government, I began to make him 
ftrong representations on the fubjedt of 

the 
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the Company's expemres, that the im¬ 
mediate charges of the army, far exceed¬ 
ed the fum affigned for that purpofc *V 
which fum was not regularly paid, there 
being now three or four months arrears j 
that beildes this, he could not but be fen- 
fible how much the Company gave up 
in other parts,, for the Jecunty ot Ben¬ 
gal, withdrawing their forces from the 
Deccan and Madras, and fending con¬ 
tinually frcih fupplies from Europe, I 
represented to him further, the great 
Id’s the Company had fuffered by the 
long continuance of the prelent war with 
the Shnhziuli, and how much it was to 
he wifi ied, that an end could be put to 
it, lb as to enable the Nabob to reduce 
his expences, and colled: his full reve¬ 
nues, of which a great part is now loft 
by the ravage of the enemy, particu¬ 
larly the whole produce of the Patna 
prov ince. 

♦ At this period the Company** military and ci¬ 
ther charges in Bengal amounted, at the lowcfl cal¬ 
culation, to upward- of 2.o-,o0c 1 - fur L ,~'rirflj, and 

their nett revenue did not exceed 80,0001. 
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In anfwer to this Coftim Alice Cawrt 
replied, that he has it not at prefent in 
Jits power to provide in a proper manner 
for the fupply of the Company that if 
we could undertake to give him the ge¬ 
neral management of die country, by 
taking it out of the hands of thole who 
are nowentmfted with it by the Nabob, 
lie would then make fuch alignments 
in favor of the Company, as fhould be 
perfe&ly to our fadsfadtioru At the fame 
time he Lnfinuated, that this would un¬ 
doubtedly meet with opposition atMoor- 
fliedabad, and at firft prove very difa- 
greeable to the Nabob himfelf, for which 
reafbn it would be quite neceflary to have 
a force at hand to fupport him, by which, 
being enabled to over-rule the prefent 
evil counlellors of the Nabob, he could 
anfwer for bringing the Nabob himfelf 
into Inch terms as Should be agreed on 
here,'’ 

T u z 1 'ealbn was now begun, when our 
forces were to tike the field again!! a 
powerful enemy, w hi lit we had fcarcc a 
rupee m our treafury to enable us to put 

them 
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them in motion. The ealy channel. In 
’which the Company’s affairs ran, whilfl 
the fums llipulated by the treaty la fled, 
had diverted their attention from the 
d if Ire lies which mud unavoidably fait 
on them, whenever that fund fhould be 
exhaiifted ; and continuing to a£t on, the 
Tattle ex tent! vc plan in which they fet 
out, they now found thcmlelvcs l'urround- 
ed bv numbcrlefs difficulties, which were 
heightened by the particular circum- 
fiances of the country at this period, and 
weighed down with the very advantages 
which they had acquired, that is, an 
ertabliihiflent which had loft the Foun¬ 
dation on which it WaS built 5 a milita¬ 
ry force proportioned to their connec¬ 
tions ahd influence in the country, with¬ 
out the means of fubfiftancc j a fortifica¬ 
tion begun upon the fame extcnhve plan 
at avail exptnee j and an alliance with a 
power unable to litpport itfelf, and 
threatening to Involve them in the fame 
ruin. 

Had the Nabob’s indolence and 
wlakncfs been the only faults in his 
H 2 charae- 
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character, deflxu&ive as they were to 
the welfare of the country, and die in- 
icrell of the Company, 1 ihould have 
felt more liverely the needhty I was 
under of entering into any mcafurcs, 
that might have a tendency to diifolve the 
engagements between him and the Com¬ 
pany \ but when I found a general dif- 
affe&ioit againft his. government, and a 
detection of his perlbn and principles 
prevail in the country, amongftill ranks 
and degrees of people, not only from the 
effeih of the extortions and appreflions 
of his mmifters, but from the many 
murders with which his ihort admin if- 
tration had been fullied, efpectally the 
horrid in allacre perpetrated by his order 
at Dacca, and at this time recent trv 
every mind; I confefs, I had the lefs 
rc-ludVancc to join in fuchmeafures; fince, 
if the Nabob's jcalouiy or didruft of us 
Ihould ib far prevail, as to make him 
mher part with his government, than 
put into our hands the means of reme¬ 
dying the riiforders which had been in¬ 
troduced into it, die conicquencc would 

prove 


101 


TravJhffiaMi in Bengal. 

prove rather a general good, than a fub- 
jeft of reproach. 

Such being the fittiation of affairs 
when the feene of action began to open, 
there was no time to be loft. The offers 
made by Meet ColTini, independently 
of the benefits which would accrue to 
the Company from them, pre Tented to 
US the only means of evading the 
dangers, which threatened the very exis¬ 
tence of the Company, of removing the 
war from the country, and remedying 
the diforders of the government- The 
Committee, therefore, after many con¬ 
ferences with Meet Coflim, unanimouf- 
ly agreed upon a treaty with him, which 
was executed the 27th of September, and 
was as follows : 

Copy of the Treaty concluded between Mr. 
V andtt art, the Gentlemen * of the 
Scleft Committee, and the Nabob 
JVlcer Mahomed CoiTinn Alice Cawn. 
“ THIRST, The Nabob Mccr Maho¬ 
med Jallicr Cawn fhall continue 
in the pofTetTion of his dignities, and al! 

H 3 affairs 

* Met Caillaud, Sumner, Hoi well, and M‘G wire. 
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affairs be trania&ed in his name, and a 
fuitable income ftiall be allowed lor his 
expences., 

S^ctuio, The *N«aJutt of the Sou,- 
badarree of Bengal, Azimabad* and O- 
tifTa, &c, fftajl be conferred by his Ex¬ 
cellency the Nabob oil Mcer Mahomed 
Coifim Cawo. He ihall be veiled with, 
the adminiii ration of all the affairs of die 
provinces, and after his Excellency he 
thall faceted to the government. 

T K l a, 0, Betwixt us ^ad Mccr Maho¬ 
med Colhm Cawn, a firm friendship and 
union is eftabliflied. His enemies arc 
our enemies, and his friends arc our 
friends. 

Fourth, The Europeans and, ice- 
poys of the Englilli army (JiaJI be ready 
to dTift the Nabob Mcer Mahotned Cof- 
fim Cawn in the management of all af¬ 
fairs, and in all affairs dependen t on him, 
they fliall exert themfelves to the utmoft 
of their abilities. 

Fifth, For all charges of the Com¬ 
pany, and of the faid army, and provi- 

* Deputy govern rue; it - 

fions 
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fions for the field, &c. the Idnd* of Burd- 
wan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, fhafl 
be aifigned, and fan nuds for that pnr- 
pofe ihall be written and granted. The 
Company is to /land to all Ioffes, and re¬ 
ceive all the profits of thefe three conn- 
tries; and we wilt demand no more than 
the three aihgnmenrs afo retard. 

Sixth, One half of the Chunam 
produced at Silhet for three years, 
fliall be purchafed by the Gomaftahs of 
the Company, from the people of the 
government, at the cu from ary rate of 
that plane. The tenants and inhabitants 
of that place Ihall receive no injury. 

Seven th, The balance of the former 
runcaws Ihall be paid according to the 
Kiftbundee agreed upon with tile Roy- 
royan. The jewels, which hive been 
pledged, ihall be received back again. 

Eight rf, W’e will not allow the 
tenants of the Sircar to fettle in the 
lands of the Englith Company. Neither 
Ihall the tenants of the Company be al¬ 
lowed to fettle in the lands of the Sircar. 

H 4 Ninth, 
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Ninth, Wc wLU give no protefliort 
to ihe dependants of the Sircar, in the 
1 ands or ia&orics of the Company, nei¬ 
ther lTi2.Il any protection be given, to the 
dependants of the Company, in the lands 
of the Sircar; and whoever fhall Hy to 
either party for refuge fhall be given up. 

Tenth, The meafiires for war or 
peace with the Shahzada, and railing 
fupplics of money, and the concluding 
both thefe points, fhall be weighed in 
the leak of reaibn, and whatever ts judg¬ 
ed expedient fhall be put in execution ; 
and it fhall be lb contrive.} by our joint 
counfcls, that he be removed from this 
country, nor fulfered to get any footing 
in it. Whether there be peace with the 
Shahzada or not, our agreement with 
Meer Mahomed Co dim Cawn, ivc will, 
by the grace of God, inviolably obferve, 
as long as the Englifh Company's facto¬ 
ries continue in the country. 

Dated the a 7 th of September, t 760, 
in the year of the Hegira, j 174."' 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV. 

Mr. Vanfittart’s Journey to Moorfheda- 
bad, in cottfequence of the Refoluttons 
of the Seleft Committee, with his 
Proceedings there, till the Refignation 
of Mcer Jathcr, and the Promotion! of 
Meer Cofllm to tlic Subahlhip. 

Sclent Committee*.! InfiruBhns to Mr. 
Vanfittart, and Cff/ene/CaUland.—• Let- 
ter from Mr. Vanfittart to the Selefl 
Committee, containing an Account of 
bis firjl Interview with the Nabob.^ 
Reafonsfor making Ufe of' Force agahijl 
Meer JafRer.— Letter from Mr. Van¬ 
fittart, and Colonel Caillaud, contain¬ 
ing an Account of their Proceedings , the 
Refignation of Meer Jaificr, and Pro¬ 
motion of Meer Cofiim.— Two Letters 
from Mr. Vanfittart to Mr. Ellis.— 
Two Letters from Mr. Vanfittart and 
Colonel Caillaud to the Seledt Commit¬ 
tee.— Letter from the Sdedt Commit¬ 
tee to Mr. Vanfittart, and Colonel C&\\- 
Jaud, approving of their Proceedings .— 
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'Two Letters from Mr. Ellis to Mr. 
Vanfittari- — Mr. Vanfittart returns to 
Calcutta, and reports in's Proceedings to 
the Council. — Mef. Veretft and S my the 
cljeCt to the Proceedings. — Mr. Vanfit- 
tart'j Reply to their ObjeCiions.—Mr. 
Vaofittart j Memorial concerning the 
Revolution. 


M EEEL COS SIM iet out for Moor- 
ihedabad, a day or two after the 
execution of the treaty; and the Com¬ 
mittee having dtiired me and Colonel 
CaiUand to follow him, as being the 
moil likely way of bringing the Nabob 
into our measures. We accordingly 
fet out the ad of Q&ober, having receiv¬ 
ed from the. Select Committee our in- 
ftru&ians, as follows: 


Copy of the Select Committee’/ Infrac¬ 
tions to Mr, Vanllttart and Colonel 
CaiHautf. 


“ \ S feme days have already elapied 

XV ikice the Prehdenr*. at the delireof 
theCoitmiittce, wrote to Mr. Auiyattoftlie 

intend- 
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intended negotiation with the Shahzada; 
and as one copy of Roydoolub's letter to 
the prince has been forwarded by his own 
people, we may orped:, that within fifteen 
or twenty days from this time, feme thing 
of it will tranfpire* and the report ip read 
to Moorlhedabad. It is not to be doubt¬ 
ed* but that the Nabob will be extreme¬ 
ly alarmed at the fir ft news of it* and 
that thole who now rule him, will ufe 
their influence to encreate libs fears and 
fufpicions* and to snake him as averfe as 
pofiible to aetjuiefee in the mealutes 
we propofe to adopt, and to which ColV 
Cm Alice Cawn has acceded. It will be 
nec diary to have per tons commiffioned 
with full powers from hence, and that 
they be fuch, as will have weight enough 
on the one part to keep Coffins Al¬ 
ice Cawn firm to the agreements he has 
entered into » and, on the other, to fiip— 
port liiin fo fttongly, as to enable him 
to over-rule the Nabob, and all lus pre- 
fern adv iters. 

This entire confidence we place in 
you, impowering you to aft according 

to 


/ 
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to your own dilcretion in all circum- 
fhnces that may occur i and the better 
to enable you to accompEfh our inten¬ 
tions, and prevent any diihirbancc, we 
have thought proper to make a detach¬ 
ment of two compleat companies of 
military, a Company of artillery, with 
four pieces of cannon, and captain Tab¬ 
by's battalion of frepoys, who are to ad 
under your orders. This detachment is 
reprefented to the Nabob, as designed 
to reinforce the army at Patna, but it is 
not our intention that they fhall proceed 
further than Coflimbuzar, uniefs the ap¬ 
proach of thd Beerboom, or other difaf- 
feded Rajahs or Zemindars, fhould make 
it necefTary to fend them out to oppofe 
them. 

I f the affairs of Patna fhould not ab- 
folutely require the Colonel's immediate¬ 
ly proceeding there, we would have him 
remain at Moorfhedabad, till this affair 
fliall be fettled there, and the govern¬ 
ment put under the regulation propofed ; 
in which cafe you will pleafe to forward 
to Mr. Amyan, the general inftrudtions 

of 
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of the 24th and 25th, directed to him 
and the Colonel, with orders to captain 
Knox to co-operate with the chief of 
Patna, in the execution of the laid in- 
ftructions* When the Colonel proceeds 
to Patna, major Yorke will remain with 
the command of the detachment, and 
will follow the orders of the Governor 
for Ills further proceedings. 

You will be continually advifed of 
the news we may receive, and of any al¬ 
teration that may happen here, in order 
that yon may take the necelTary mca- 
furcs for fending back the detachment, 
in cafe any danger from abroad ihonld 
threaten the settlement." 

Wf reached ColTimhuzar the 14th of 
October, and the next morning the Na¬ 
bob paid me a vilit, during which I re- 
p relented to him the necdfity of his tak¬ 
ing fome vigorous and immediate mea- 
lures, for removing the dangers which 
threatened the provinces under his go¬ 
vernment on every fide; offering my 
hearty aitifhmce, of which at the fame 
time he teemed to be willing to accept; 

fo 


/ 


no A Narrative of the 

lb that I had great hopes he would have 
contented to our propofals, and it was in 
that mind 1 wrote the Committee the 
following letter. 

Copy <f a Letter from hfr, Vanlittart to 
the Seleft Committee. Dated Cof- 
litnbuiar, October ijj, 1760. 

“ T Came hero by eafy ftages, in order 
* to give time forCoflimAlkc Cawn, 
as well as the detachment, to arrive be¬ 
fore me. Yefterday evening I reached 
this place, and this morning the Nabob 
did me the honor of a vifu. After the 
firil ceremonies, he defired a private 
conversion, which he opened, by rc- 
pretenting the dangerous fituation of af¬ 
fairs at Patna, and defired the Colonel 
might be fent back with alt poftiblc ex¬ 
pedition. This gave me the opportuni¬ 
ty of picturing to him the general weak 
condition of his government, occafion- 
ed not lb much by the want of means In 
the country, as by the abufc and evil ad- 
m ini drat Ion of thofe to whom he had 
entruded the management j that the Co¬ 
lonel's 


Ill 
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lonel’s going toPatna, without a large fum 
of money, would be of no ufe; and that It 
is not by temporary remittances of forty 
pr fifty thou fan d rupees, that die prefent 
confufion can be remedied, or his affairs 
carried on in future, but by feme gene¬ 
ral regulation,which may give more con¬ 
fidence to his officers and troops. I 
deicrihed every thing in the worft light 
I could, hoping, that by magnifying 
his difficulties, I might bring him more 
eafily to confent to thofe meafures, which 
wc have rcfolvcd on. This teemed to 
Operate in the manner I could with ; he 
laid more than once, that he would glad¬ 
ly follow any advice 1 fhould prop ole to 
him, defired that 1 would coniider the 
matter fully between this and to-morrow 
evening, and promt led on his part to do 
the fame, and that he would then meet 
me at Muradbaug, and come to fuch 
determination as I lhall approve. Upon 
the whole, ! have great hopes I fhall be 
able to obtain the propofed advantages 
for the Company, Obtain them indeed, 
J will at all events, but 1 hope, and much 

with. 
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wifli, to get it done without exerting any 
force, 

P. S . Inclosed is a letter from Mr. 
Amyatt. Troubles muft be expeded at 
Patna, until means are found of paying 
lbme money to the Nabob’s troops. The 
Nabob's not writing himfelf after repeat¬ 
edly pre fling us to do it was very extra¬ 
ordinary ; however, I am not forry at this 
time to have fo finking an inflame to 
urge of the weaknefs and unfleadincfs 
of his prefent government. ” 

Tie following ts an Extra?} of Mr. A- 
myattV Letter here mentioned* Patna, 
Odober 4, 1760. 

Gentlemen, 

** HpHE Nabob has not wrote to Ra- 
A jebullub, and by what Mr. Sykes 
writes to me, he wiflnot tillhe has feen Co¬ 
lonel Caillaud; but notwithilan ding this, 
Rajebullub is very willing and glad to go 
to Moorfhedabad, and wanted to fet out 
immediately; the army hearing this, 
furrounded his houfc, abuitd, and ufed 

him 
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him ill, lei zed upon his bouts, and for 
thefe three days paft, there has been fuch 
a fecne of confuflon, l cannot exprefs 
it; die feepoys are no ways under their 
commanders, and do almolf what they 
pleafe; and this fccnc is likely to conti¬ 
nue, and probably may end in Rajebul- 
lub’s being cut off, or ibme diJailer up¬ 
on the city ; nothing but the fear of our 
army prevents it, for a trifle will flir 
them up to rathnefs, however, they have 
obliged him to fwcar he will not go, 
till money or CotTim Alice Cawn comes; 
indeed, they will not let him go, and 
ufe him moll cxcefiively ill." 

But thefehopes werefoonloll. From 
the j 5th to the 20th, I tried every means 
to bring the Nabob to reafon; but I 
found hii jealoufyand indolence immove¬ 
able, lb that my only choice was to make 
ufe of forcible in :afures and adt upon the 
Nabobs fears, or die to return with dit— 
grace to Calcutta, after having juft done 
enough to create a breach between the 
Nabob and the Englilh : Meet CofTim 
would have been left a fieri flee to the 
Vol, I, I Nabob’s 
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Nabob’s refen tmcnt, for the engagements 
he had entered into with us ; the Na¬ 
bob himfelf would have fallen under the 
weight of the dlfordcrs of his govern- 
meat, and the licentioufnefs of his un¬ 
paid troops i the Engliih army at Pat¬ 
na would have been ruined for want of 
thdr pay i and the provinces, in all pro¬ 
bability, have become aneafy conqucfl to 
the Shahzada i or what was yet worfe, 
have been ravaged by his followers, and 
the difafte&ed Zemindars: I need not 
add, that the Company mull have been 
involved in this general ruin, Thefc 
were the weighty confederations which 
fixed my rdolution; and ! thought 1 
could not do other wile* than try the ef¬ 
fect of the force I had in my hands. 
The fuccefs of this rcfolutkm was im¬ 
mediately reported to the Sclcd Com¬ 
mittee, in a letter from mylelf and Colo¬ 
nel Caillaud, dated the sill of October ; 
and as all the drcumfhmccsof the trani- 
aetton are there plainly and fully related, 
1 here infert a copy, as the moil faithful 
account that can be given of it. 


Cspy 
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Copy of g Letter from Mr. Vanllttart and 
Colonel Cafllaud to the Sdefl: Commit¬ 
tee, Dated Muradbaug, October 21, 
1760. 

Ge ntl EMEN* 



fettled to the Company's advantage. We 
fhalf now have the honor to acquaint 
you of the fteps by which we advanced 
to this point of fuccefs. 

The Nabob's vifit to the Governor 
at Coffimbuzar, the 15th of the month, 
as well as that wc paid him the next day 
in return, parted only in general conver- 
fation. The 18th, he came here to talk 
upon bu find's, in order to give him a 
clear view of the bad management of 
his miniiters, by which his own affairs, 
as well as the Company's, were reduced 
to fu dangerous a Hate, and the inhabi¬ 
tant'; in general to want and misery, we 
had prepared three letters, which, after a 
ftiort and friendly introduction, the Go¬ 
vernor delivered to him; and of which 


I a 
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tranllations are hereunto annexed, under 
No. 1 , II, and 111 *. 

T h e Nabob Teemed much aliened by 
the perulal of the tetters, but endeavor¬ 
ed more to put an end to the conference, 
than to propofc a remedy to the evils. 
We, however, prevailed on him to fend 
for his dinner to Muradbaug; and, in a 
manner, infilled on his coming to Ionic 
determination, for the immediate reform 
of his government j at length he con- 
fefled himfelf, through age and grief, in¬ 
capable alone of ftmggling againfl lb ma¬ 
ny difficulties, and delired he might have 
time to confult with his friends. 

W e told him, the men with whom he 
had lately adviled were not his friends, 
hut his greateft enemies j that his return¬ 
ing again in the midi* of them, would 
only be the means of augmenting his 
difficulties; that he had much better 
take the tuliifance of one from among 
his relations, on whofe attachment and 
fidelity he might more fafely rely. He 
named live or lire, and among them Cof- 
l:m Alice Cawn ; we alked him, which 

of 
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of that number was molt fit to affifl him 
in his prefect exigencies ? He replied, 
without any hcfitation, that Coffim Al- 1 
Ice Cawn was the moft proper ; never- 
thdefs, it was with the utrnoft difficul- 
ty we could prevail on him to fend for 
■ him, and fa very late, that before Cof- 
fim Allee Cawn could arrive, the old 
Nabob was fo extremely fatigued, and 
in fuch a ftate of anxiety, that we could 
not refufe his return home to take his 
reft ; we were convinced, that it would 
be to no purpofc to keep him, for fiidi 
was tile jealouly he diicovcrcd, with re¬ 
gard to Co (.Tim Allee Cawn, that we law 
he never would confent, without lomc 
fort of force, to give the other the means ( 
for reftoring order to his affairs ; an hour 
or two after the Nabob's departure, Cof¬ 
ilm Allee Cawn arrived, and feemed to 
be extremely apprehcnlive, that the Na¬ 
bob, in dead of milling him with the 
management of his affairs, would endea¬ 
vor by fomc means or other to get rid 
of him. We agreed, therefore, in opi¬ 
nion with him, that he fhould not go to 
l 3 the 
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the Nabob's houfc, until meafures were 
taken for his fccurity. We refblved, 
however, to give die Nabob the next day 
(the 19th) to reflect upon the letters be¬ 
fore-mentioned, in hopes, that he would 
prupofe fome means of regulation. We 
heard nothing from him all day, but 
found, by our intelligence, that he had 
been in council with his old advifers 
Koonram, Monelol, and Checon, whole 
advice we were fure would be contrary to 
the welfare of the country in general, 
and that of the Company in particular. 
We determined, therefore, to ad imme¬ 
diately upon the Nabob's fears; there 
could not be a better opportunity, than 
the nigbt of the 19th -afforded, it being 
* the eonclufion of the Gentoo feaft, when 
all the principal peoplcof that caff, would 
be pretty well fatigued with their cere¬ 
monies. We determined, therefore, that 
Colonel Caillaud, with two companies 
of military, and lix companies offeepoys, 
thou Id ctols the river between three and 
four in the morning; and having joined 
CofGm Alice Cawn andhis people, march 

to 
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to the Nabob's palace, and furround it 
iutt at day break. Being extremely de- 
firous to prevent any difturbance or blood’ 
fhed, the Governor wrote a letter to 
the Nabob *, and delivered it to the 
Colonel to fend into him, at fuch time 
as he ftiould think moll expedient. Mea¬ 
sures were at the fame time taken fur 
feizing the per fens of Koonram, Mune- 
lol, and Checon, our intention being 
only to remove thofe three unworthy mi- 
nillers, and place CoiTmi Alice Cawn in 
the full management of all the affairs, 
in quality of deputy and fucceifor to the 
Nabob, The governor remained at Mu- 
radbaug, in rcadinda to pay a vifit of con¬ 
gratulation to die Durbar, as foon as the 
point Should be fettled. 

Th e nccefiary preparations being ac¬ 
cordingly made, with all the care and ic- 
crccy imaginable, the Colonel embark¬ 
ed with the troops, joined CuiTim Alice 
Cawn without thclcafk alarm, and march¬ 
ed into the court-yard of the palace juft 
at the proper inftant. The gates ol die 
I 4 Inner 

* The tranHauoa of which ii annexed, No. IV. 
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inner court being fhut, the Colonel form¬ 
ed his men without, and fent the Go¬ 
vernor’s letter to the Nabob, who was 
at firtl in a great rage, and long threat¬ 
ened he would make what re til! a nee he 
could, and take his fate. The Colonel 
forbore all hoftilities, and fevcral mci- 
lages paft by the means of Mr. Hay¬ 
ings, and Mr. Luthington, whofe fer- 
vices, on this occsJlon, deferve notice. 
The affair remained in this doubtful fbte 
about two hours, when the Nabob, 
finding his pe ril ill ng was to no purpofe, 
fent a mcflagc to Coffim Alice Cawn, in¬ 
forming him, he was ready to lend him 
the ieals, and ali the enfigns of dignity, 
and to order the Nohit to be ftruck up in 
his name, provided he would agree to 
take the whole charge of the govern¬ 
ment upon him, to difeharge all the ar¬ 
rears due to the troops, to pay the ufu- 
al revenues to the King, to Lvc his life 
and honor, and to give him a: 1 allowance 
futficient for his maintenance. All ihcfe 
conditions being agreed to, Coffim Al¬ 
ice Cawn was proclaimed, and the old 

Nabob 
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Nabob came out to the Colonel, declar¬ 
ing, that he depended on him for his 
life ; and the troops then took polTeilion 
of all the gates, and notice was lent to the 
Governor, who came immediately; and 
the old Nabob met him in the gate-way, 
afking, if his perfon was fafe, which 
feemed now to be all his concern. The 
Governor told him, not only his perfon 
was fafe, but his government too, if he 
pleafed, of which it never was intend¬ 
ed to deprive him. The Nabob anfwer- 
ed, that he had no more bufinefs at the 
city, that he fhould be in continual dan¬ 
ger from Coflim Alice Cawn, and that 
if he was permitted to go and live in 
Calcutta, he fliould be extremely happy 
and contented; though we could not 
help lamenting his fudden fall, we were 
not forry for this proposal, as the affairs 
will doubtlcls be better managed with¬ 
out him, and the advantages, Idipulatcd 
for the Company, be obtained without 
the leafl difficulty or delay. CoiTim Al¬ 
ice Cawn was accordingly ieated on the 
mufnud, and we paid him our congratu¬ 
lations 


ii2 A Narrative cf the 

lations in the ufual form. All the Ze¬ 
mindars, merchants, and others, reliding 
in the city, came immediately, and made 
their acknowledgments to the new Su- 
b,ih; and in the evening, every thing was 
as perfectly quiet, as if there had been 
no change. The people, in general, fectn 
, much plcaied with this revolution ; and 
wc are particularly happy in its having 
been brought about without the leaf! 
disturbance in the town, or a drop of 
blood fpilt. 

The advantages to the Company are 
great indeed. 

The perwannahs of the countries of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, 
we ihall receive immediately, as well 
as that for half of the Chunam produc¬ 
ed at Silhct. A very fevere order has 
already been iffued, forbidding all the 
fhrotfs and merchants to refufe the Cal¬ 
cutta lice as, or to afk any batta on them, 
A fupply of money will be fent with the 
Colonel, for the payment of the troops 
at Patna j and wc have fome hopes of 
obtaining a prefent of three or four lacks 

befides. 


'Tranfth'Imu in Bengal, 1*3 

hcfides* to fend down to Calcutta, to 
help out the Company in their prelent 
occafions here, and at Madras, The 
former balance is to be paid monthly, 
according to the old Nabob's kiftbundy. 

W e are the more pleafed with this 
Fortunate event at this time, when the 
approach of peace in Europe, gives us 
reafon to fear the other European na¬ 
tions will find leifure to difturb us here. 
We (hall have now ftrong refources with¬ 
in ourfelves, and an ally, whole attach¬ 
ment to the Company may he depended 
on. The old Nabob could, by no means, 
be relied on for fuch an accafion. Both 
his means, and defire of fupporting us, 
were very uncertain, as his behaviour in 
the Dutch troubles evinced. 

The old Nabob did not think him- 
fclf fafe, even for one night, in the city. 
CofTirn Alice Cawn fupplied him with 
boats, and gave him leave to take away 
a$ many of his women as he delired, 
and a reafon able quantity of cloaths and 
jewels. We furnilhed him with a ftrung 
efcort of Europeans and feepoys, and 

intended 
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1 intended to lodge him at Heerageel; but 
he would not truft himfelf there, and 
begged lie might deep in his boats dole 

1 to Muradbaug, which he did accord¬ 
ingly. We fha.ll take care that CofTim 
Alice Cawn provides every thing that is 
convenient and hand feme, for himfelf 
and his women, and fettles upon him 
a fuihcient allowance for Ids mainte¬ 
nance ; and then difpatch him with a 
flrong cfeort to Calcutta. You will 
plcafc to provide two houles for his re¬ 
ception ; there arc two belonging to 
Sob tram Byfauc, and Raufbcry Seer, 
which the Royroyan occupied when he 
was at Calcutta j if thefc can be got, we 
judge they fill anfwer very well. 

His legitimate wife, called the Be¬ 
gum, the mother of the deceafed Chuta 
Nabob, and of Coflim AlleeCawn's wife, 
refufed to accompany the old Nabob, 
with whom, fhe fays, fhe has not been 
in good harmony for a long time pafej 
that fhe is very glad the government is 
put into fuch good hands, and that fhe 

(hall 
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{hall live much happier with her daugh¬ 
ter and fan-in-law. 

The old Nabob is now pretty cafy, 1 
and feems to be reconciled to the loft of 
a power, which lie owns to have been 
rather a burthen than a pleafure, and too 
much for his abilities to manage, fince 
the death of his fun ; and the enjoy¬ 
ment of the reft of his days in fccurity, 
under the EngUfb protection, feems to 
be die chief object of his withes. 

No. I. * Tranjktiw of an Addrtfs, prt- 
Jknted to the Nabob Jalikr Alice Cawn 
ly tbs Governor t J}atsti October 12, 
1760. 

M TIT THEN I was at Madras, Colo- 
W nel Clive frequently wrote to 
me upon the ftate of the affairs of this 
country; and told me, whenever he 
quitted this country to return to Europe, 
he would procure my appointment to the 

govern- 

* Tbe£ letters, as well as many other of the ; 
letters to the country government, inferted in thi* 
Narrative, were written Jirft in Perfian, a# well for 
the fate of difpatch, as that they might appear 

mote 
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government. The friendship and con¬ 
nexions between your Excellency and 
the Colonel are well known to me; and 
I hoped to have loutid all affairs carried 
on entirely according to die treaty ; but 
what I obfervcii upon my arrival, I Shall 
cow lay before you particularly. 

First, The English forces, who are 
employed in your fcrvkc, and in the lup- 
port of your government at Patna, are 
kept without tbeir pay. 

Secondly, The forces of the go¬ 
vernment, who are Rationed in thofe 
parte, arc discontented and difaffeXcd to 
the iervlce for want of their pav. 

Thi roly* The feepoys of Muorflie- 
dabad had furrounded your palace in a 
tumultuous manner for the arrears of 

more oatLLTid^nJ intelligible to theperfon %® whom 
they were addrdTed \ for in writing firft in Englifb, 
imd then render mg it into Peri! art* it k almtjft im* 
polEhlc to Avoid oWiurity* Juft fb in tranflaring 
the PejJian into Englifh* you cannot hdp com ey¬ 
ing fmncwhdt of the eailern form an§ manner a- 
long wilh the meaning, and tfiia occa lions the 
parti cubrity which will be obferved in the flile of 
many of (heft letters 


their 
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their pay, and endangered your life; 
how deeply I was afefted cannot be cx~ 
pretfed ; God is witneis what I felt on 
that occafion- 

Four thly, I plainly perceived, that 
the miniflers of this court, from their 
covetous and bale diipoiitiom, had let a 
fide alijuAicc. were plundering the poor 
without caulc, and doing what they 
plcafcd; not even withholding their 
hands from the lives of the people, de¬ 
ploying the fubjefts, and bringing ruin 
and deflation on the country. 

Fifthly, The fearer ty of provifions. 
Is fo great, as was never before 
known in this country j miomtich, that 
the people of all degrees are in the great- 
eft diftrefs. This can be owing to no 
other caufe, but the bad management ui 
your mmillers. 

Sixthly, Formerly, at the defire ol 
the Englifh Company, ft mint was efta- 
blifhedin Calcutta; and it was your or¬ 
der, that the liccas of Calcutta, of the 
fame weight and finenefs as the liccas 
of Moorflicdabad, fhould pafs for equal 

value. 
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value. Notwithilanding your perwannah 
for informing this grant, the officers of 
the provinces have not fuffered them to 
pais; but, contrary to your order, re¬ 
quire and infift on a batta on the ficcas. 

Seventhly, The war with the Shah- 
zada flill continues, notwithstanding the 
fums expended, and the endeavors of 
the English force?. This affair is yet 
no nearer a conclulion than the firft day, 
excepting the fort of Patna, no part of 
the Bahar province remains in your pof- 
feffian. AH the lands and villages are in 
a ftate of ruin, and the Zemindars, In 
| every place, are ready to join the Shah- 
zada's army, as appears from the Setter 
to me to this purpoie from Beerboom. 
From thefe circumftances, it evidently 
appears to me, that all thefe difficulties 
came to pafs after the death of your fon, 
the late Chuta Nabob ; from which time 
the minifters of your government, re¬ 
garding only their own interefl, negledt 
the good ot the country, and the welfare 
of your lubjefts, and employ them- 
fdves in oppreffing the poor, in rapine, 

violence. 
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violence, injuftice, and iniquity. When 
1 faw the affairs of the Sircar in die 
hands of fuch faithlcfs and unworthy 
men, and every thing tending fltill far¬ 
ther to ruin, I lifted up my hands to » 
heaven, and bewailed my ffrange fate, 
that Providence fhould fend me into this 
country, at fucll a time, and in the midfl 
of fucli calamities, when the dignity of 
die Nabob, the reputation of die Com¬ 
pany, and the proiperity of the coun¬ 
try, are almoft expired. After long con- 
iideration I concluded, that l would make 
one vigorous trial immediately, to reme¬ 
dy all thefe evils, hoping, by God's af* 
liftance, to furmount all difficulties. For 
this reafon, I am come with great joy 
into your prefence, and am happy in 
paying you my refpetts,” 



Vot, I. 


K 


No, II 


If 
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No. IX. 7 ranJktion of an Addrfi, pre~ 
fented to the Nabob Jaffier Alice Cawn 
by the Governor* Dated October iS, 
1760. 


*• rpHE mmilXers whoare about your 
1 pertbn, and who tranla<ft your 
buimefs, are people who are wavering 
and changing in their councils, as is o 
vident from the perwannahs you fre¬ 
quently lent me, complaining of the bad 
conduct and wicked intentions of Mha- 
raiah Rajcbulfub* infilling upon his be¬ 
ing recalled by feme means or other. 
The Colonel, conlidering the fituation of 
affairs at that time, recommended Ra- 
jcbuUub to you ; and you lent me a co¬ 
py of his recommendation, in a letter 
which you did me the honor to write to 
me i and laid, you was furprized that 
the Colonel would recommend a man, fo 
very unfit for every bufinefs. You allb 
fent me word by the Nabob Meer Ma¬ 
homed Cofiim Cawn, and the Royroy- 
an, that the bufinefs of the moll cotifc- 
quence, was to get Rajcbullub down from 

Patna. 


TrmfoStkns in Bengal. 13r 

Patna, I, therefore, agreeably to your 
dclire, wrote Mr. Amyatt to fend him 
down ; God only knows what council 
your minifters gave, thatyourpenvannah * 
was deferred being fern, but that is the true 
caufe of the troubles now at Patna. It 
is a known maxim, that a government, 
where the councils change every day, 
cannot be well regulated.” 

No. III. Tranjlation &f a Letter, print¬ 
ed to the Nabob Jatiicr Alice Cawn by 
the Governor. Dated October 18, 
1760. 

" HpHE important affairs, for the 
-*• regulation of which I have wait¬ 
ed upon you, are fubmitted to your con- 
fideration In a feparatc addrefs, contain¬ 
ing feven articles. Now that I am here, 
this is the rime for opening the door of 
the difficulties therein mentioned, which 
is only to be cfFetfod by tile key of your 
enlightened witBom. If this opportu¬ 
nity is loft, another will hardly occur, 
when wc can meet together fo conve- 
K 2 niently. 

* An order for his coming down. 


ip A Narrative of the 

niently- Belidcs, the particulars which 
I have taken notice of, and the payment 
of the arrears due to the Engiiih troops, 
and thole of the fircar, it is neceflary to 
make a large provifion for future exi¬ 
gencies. You have already given in 
pledge jewels, for a large amount, to 
be difcharged by different payments, a- 
greed and ligned too by you. How this fum 
is to be paid, unlcfs the country is fet¬ 
tled, 1 do not perceive. The pay, al¬ 
lowed for the Englifh army, has been 
limited to a lack of rupees per month. 
As die difturbances in the country have 
encreafed every day, for that reaibn large 
Turns have been expended in bringing 
Ibldicrs from Europe and Madras, and 
raiding ieepoys. On diis account, a lack 
of rupees is by no means fufficient. Let 
your Excellency ducly reflect, diat your 
own ieepoys, in time of extremity, pre¬ 
ferring their own ftfety, have frequent¬ 
ly joined with die forces of die enemy, 
and the Englilh forces devoted entirely 
to your fervice, and the ddfruction of 
your enemies, never were guilty of fuch 

a con- 
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a conduit, nor ever will; and by the 
blotting of God, wherever the Englillt 
ftandard has been fixed, they have ever 
proved victorious. Upon this account, 
it is by no means becoming your wifi* 
dom, to neglcit fiuch brave men, or to 
deny them their due rewards. It is ne- 
ceflaiy, that for this bultncfis, your Ex¬ 
cellency grant the Englifh Company cer¬ 
tain lands, diffident for the pay of the 
troops, the expcnccs of the artillery, and 
the provifion of ft ores, 6cc. that with¬ 
out any trouble to yourfclf, all their 
charges may be defrayed, from the pro¬ 
duce of thete lands, and our arms al¬ 
ways ready to be employed in your ficr- 
vice 1 otherwife, I mull tubmit to ne- 
ceflity. My concern for my own honor, 
will not fuffer me to be unmoved at the 
Company’s folk ; but I mult leek feme 
expedients for promoting the intereft of 
the Company, and removing the evils 
they are opprelfed with; and thole expe¬ 
dients mull be adopted. But if your 
affliction, for the lofs of your fort, has 
taken that hold upon your mind, that 
K 3 you 
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you cannot attend to the remedying of 
liich great difficulties* it is proper, that 
you appoint fome capable perfon from 
among your children, in the place and 
dignity of your laid fen, the Nabob Na- 
zir-ool-moolk, who may take charge of 
all thefe affairs, regulate the buiinafs of 
the country, and remove all thefe diffi¬ 
culties, that your Excellency, freed from 
all the troubles and fatigues of thefe 
tran fail ions, may remain without care 
and uneahnefs, and the flaadow of your 
protection overipread the whole. 

No. IV. franjhithn of a Letterfrom the 
Governor to tbe Nabob, Dated Octo¬ 
ber 19, at Night) and JhU by the 
Hands of Colonel CaiUaud. 

** T Have been waiting all this day, 
■*- in expectation that you would Have 
fettled fame of the weighty and urgent 
affairs, upon which I yeJierday conferred 
with you ; and that you would have ac¬ 
quainted me with your determination ; 
but you have not favoured me with any 
anlwcr concerning them. From hence 
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It plainly appears, that as long as the ft; 
evil counfellors remain about your per¬ 
form what foe ver I may rep relent to you 
for your profperity and welfare, and the 
good of the country, will have no effcS. 
The folly of thofe people will foon de¬ 
prive you of your government, and prove 
the ruin likewife of the Company's af¬ 
fairs. 1 have judged it improper, that 
fuch evils and difgrace ibouid be brought 
upon us for the lake of two or three 
men 5 for this reafon, 1 have feat colo- 
nel Caillaud with forces to wait upon 
you. When the faid Colonel arrives, he * 
will expel thofe bad counfellors, and 
place your affairs in a prnper Hate j 1 
will ihortly follow. Let not your Ex¬ 
cellency be under any appreheniions, but 
chearfully receive the colonel; and give 
orders to your men, that they commit 
no iliflurbanccs, nor raife tumults in the 
city; I Jblemnly declare, that I have no 
other view but your good and welfare. 
Look upon me as your fmeere well-wiftier, 
and remain fatisfied. 
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The old Nabob fct out for Calcutta 
* the 22cJ» with all the appearances of 
content and chearfulnds; and I remain¬ 
ed at Moorihcdabad with the new Nabob 
till the 4th of November. All the ma¬ 
terial tranfaftions which parted during 
that time, will be 1cen by the following 
papers. 

Ex {raft of a Letter from Mr, Vanfittart 
to Mr. Ellis •, Muradbaug, Oft. 22, 
176 a. 

" rr*iH E old Nabob fct out this morn- 
A Ing for Calcutta, efcortcd by a 
company of Europeans, and one of fee- 
poys, under the command of captain 
Robertfon. I mentioned in my letter 
laft night, that he would be glad to re- 
r main at Outpour, until the houfes are 
prepared for his reception. You will 
pleafe to fend two of the gentlemen to 
meet him at the French gardens, and in 
every way receive him with a decent 
rerpedt. He took his leave with great 

chear- 

,, * M r - Ettis, arriving from Europe, toot diarpt 

of the ftttlcmcnt *t Calcutta, in Mr. Yanfirort'i 
iifcfice. 
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chearfulnefs ; and I believe the days of 
his cafe will do him more honor, than 
thofc of his power ; and that he will be 
much happier \ for it fhall be my parti¬ 
cular care that he wants for nothing 1 
every thing is perfedtiy quiet here ; 1 am 
waiting to get the iunnuds, to lee how 
the young Nabob goes on > and to give 
him a fewuicful inftrudtions for his gui¬ 
dance. In four or five days I hope every 
thing will be complete ; and that I fhall 
be fetting out for Calcutta with a rein¬ 
forcement for your treasury ; fuch as will 
enable us to lend a iupply to Madras, 
and to keep our invcftmoit jogging on 
here.” 

BxtraSf of a Letter from Mr. VanfiMart 
to Mr. Ellis. Muradbaug, Odlober 


23, 1760. 



not fpare pains to get the affairs regu¬ 
lated. He will have no eafy taik of it. 
The balance due to the feepoys is im- 
menfe. Money found in the trealury, 

none. 


13^8 A Narrative &f the 

none, only gold and idvrr plate, to the 
amount of two or three lacks, which is 
ordered to be coined: and the old Na¬ 
bob's MuttaJcddees pretend, that the 
balance due from them is trifling j that 
the Nabob ipent every thing as fall as 
it came in, but they do not know how. 
It was high time for a reform, indeed j 
I do not think it would have been pof- 
fible ibr the old Nabob to have laved 
himfeli front being mu r the red, or the 
city from plunder, another month. I 
have engaged Jug gut Sect’s advice and 
a£Hftmce$ and will fee the Colonel 
difpatched with a fupply of money to 
Patna; and all other affairs reduced to a 
lyftem of prudence and arconomy, be¬ 
fore I ftir from hence.” 


Ext rail of a Letter from Mr, Vaniiltart 
and Colonel Call hud to the Sek& Com- 
mttee, Murad baug, Oft. 24, 1760. 


T^VERY thing remains perfectly 
hdJ cjuiet, the new Nabob applies 
with great diligence to the regulation of 
his affairs, and behaves Jo as to gain the 

affeftion 
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affe&ion of the people. We went ye- 
fterday to the Durbar, when he acquai nt¬ 
ed us, that he had found in the treafu- 
iy, of ready money, only forty or fifty 
thoufand rupees, and about the value of 
three lacks in gold and filver plate, 
which he has ordered to be coined. Keen- 
ooram, Moneloll, and Chccon, the prin¬ 
cipal managers in the late ad mini dr a- 
tion, pretend Ukewife, that the balances 
due froni them arc trifling. The Na¬ 
bob, however, hopes to oblige them to 
make further difcoverics ; and, in the 
mean time, is endeavoring, with the al- 
fiifctnce of Juggut Sect, together with 
the ufual prefents, advances upon the 
rents, &c, to raile a iuflkknt fum to 
pay off inch a proportion of the arrears, 
as will fatisfy die troops at Patna, and 
here, as well as to enable him to give 
the Company iuch an afliftancc, as is 
mentioned in our tail letter, by way of 
acknowledgment lor their ferviccs. The 
limnuds, for the new diftridts, w ill be 
made out upon the arrival of the Roy- 

royao. 
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royan ( who is expected from Amboa in 
three or four days*” 


Extrait of a Letter from Mr. Vanfittart' 
and Cohnei Caillaud to the Select Com¬ 
mittee* Muradbaug, Nov. 3, 1 760. 


“ ^pIIH difficulties the Nabob has 
met with, in railing the fums 
wanted for the fupply of troops here, and 
at Patna, have been the oecaiion of his 
deferring the Colonel's difpatch till to¬ 
morrow evening. He will carry with 
him, in bills and money, feven lacks of 
rupees, of which two arc for the Englilh 
army, and five for the Nabob s, 

T h e Nabob having given the Com¬ 
pany perwannahs for the diftrifts of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, 
from the 10th of Odober, the allow¬ 
ance of one lack per month, ftiputated 
to be paid by the Nabob, for the cx- 
penccs of the army in the field, mufit be 
reckoned from the [ft of December, 
* 759 * to the 30th of September, 1760, 
being ten months, or ten lacks of ru¬ 
pees, of which nine Jacks and a half 

have 
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have been paid, including the two lacks 
before-mentioned j the remaining half 
lack the Nabob will remit to the Culoncl, 
This done, all the future demands 
of the army nuili be 1 applied by the 
Company. We have engaged Juggut 
Sect, to take all opportunities that may 
offer, of advancing money at Patna, to 
receive It again at Calcutta, for a pre¬ 
mium of two per cent. 

The Colonel will do all he poflibly 
can, confifkntly with the good of the 
fervicc, 10 make the expences of the 
army light. Indeed, it is not only with 
this view, but for many other argent 
confide rations, much to be wi filed, that 
an end could be put to the war with the 
Shahzada. We might aimed fay, that 
it is abfolutely neceffary, for the pay of 
the troops in the armies of the Chuta 
Nabob, and of Ram 0 a rain, amount to 
fo immenfe a iutn monthly, that the re¬ 
venues of the three provinces, would 
fcarce be diffident fully to anfwer it. 
NotwithfUnding, the fum now lent by 
the Nabob, and all the further lupplies 

he 
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he may be able to furtitfh, the arrears 
can never be paid off; but, on the con¬ 
trary, rnuft continue growing'. 

For a di (order Co deiperate, what re¬ 
medy is to be found ? The moft wc can 
hope, is, to palliate and prevent it’s in- 
creafe, and endeavor, in the mean time, 
to bring our bufinds to a- concision. 
The Colond, upon his arrival at Patna, 
will immediately take the field, and feck 
the Shahaada, to oblige him either to 
come to terms of accommodation, or 
venture a battle. With regard to the 
redinfldon of the Nabob's troop?, the 
Colonel will take fuch meafihvs upon 
his arrival, as ho fhall judge moil eli¬ 
gible." 

AIr, Ellis not arriving from Eng¬ 
land till after the Committee had taken 
their refolutiona, and I was fet out for 
Coffimbuear, could not be confulted in 
the courfc of this negotiation. By the 
Itation In which he was appointed by 
the Company, he prefided at Calcutta 
during my abfcnce. 


Major 
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Major Carw a tr arrived at the fame 
time witlr Mr. Ellis, and joined me at 
Muradbang the zoth in the morning* at 
the very intern t that Colonel Cailhud 
was at the head of his troops, in one of 
the court yards of the Nabob's palace*, 

I defired the Major to go there too, and 
nfe his endeavors johnlr with the Co¬ 
lonel to prevent any difturbances in the 
city. [ followed immediately after, and 
when all was fettled with the old Na¬ 
bob, major Camac deli red to ftay with 
the detachment at Moor the dahad, for 
the iecurity of JV’leer Coffua, who was 
juft then proclaimed; but I fettled it, 
dial major Ynrke ihould Hay at Moor- 
fhedabad, and major Camac proceed 
with die Colonel to Patna, to receive 
the command of the troops trotti him, 
as the Governor and Council at Madras 
had wrote for him,- to return and join 
the army before Pondicherry- 

Major Carm-ag remained with me 
at Muradbaug, till I fet out from thence 
for Calcutta ; during which time he was 
fully acquainted with the motives ot 

die 
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the Select Committee's refolutions, and 
my proceedings ; and I do not recoiled: 
that he made the lead: objettion * to ei¬ 
ther, further, than that he was forry 
there was a necelfity of removing Meer 
Jaffier from the government. To which 
I replied, that I was equally lorry; but 
that it could not be avoided without ex- 
pofing his life, the provinces under his 
government, and the very exigence of 
the Company to aimed certain ruin, 
Mr, Ellis, and the gentlemen of the 
Scledt Committee at Calcutta, exp re fled 
their approbation in the following an- 
fwers to our letters. 


Copy of a Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee {Mejfkun Ellis, Sumner, and 
M'Guire) to Mr, Vanfittart and Co¬ 
lonel Cail l aud. Dated October 24, 
1760. 


f * 'WTtT' E have been honored with your 
V * favor of the 21 ft, and one from 
the Prefident of the 20th inilant, by 
which we have been informed of the 

great 


• The contrary may be inferred, frgm his de- 
firing to ftay wth Meer CwJTim. 


T,ranfaSthns in Bejsgal- 145 

great fuccefs that has attended your ope¬ 
rations. We moft heartily congratulate 
you, on your having amply effected the 
intended purpofes, w ithout the etiuilon 
of blood, or any diiturbance ; and are 
highly pleafed to find the Nabob fb well 
reconciled to his prefen t lit nation. We 
doubt not, but what has been fo well 
begun, will be concluded for the benefit 
and advantage of the Company, and that 
the affairs of the government will in fu¬ 
ture be put on a fecure and proper footing. 

W e have given the nccelfary direc¬ 
tions for the reception and accommoda¬ 
tion of the old Nabob, whenever he ar¬ 
rives in Calcutta. 

A iew days, we flatter ourfelvcs, will 
bring this matter to a conclufion, and 
that we fhall very fbortly have the plea- 
fure of the Governor's prefence with us," 


Cepy 0/ a Letter from Mr. Ellis to Mr. 
Vanlittart, October 24, 1760. 

“ T Had the honor toaddrefsyou lail 
J. night, and this evening was fa¬ 
vored with yours, of the 21ft inftant, 
Vol. L L inclofmg 
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inclofing a letter to die Committee. 1 
mod heartily congratulate you on the 
Jocccfs of your negotiations j but mult, 
at the lame time, lament the neceflity 
you have been under of deposing the old 
Nabob. Directions are given, to pre¬ 
pare the two houles, you mentioned, for 
his reception; and in cafe he ihould ar¬ 
rive before they are put in proper order, 
Mr. Sumner will accommodate him for 
a day or two at Chitpore,” 

ExtraB of a Letter from Mr . Ellis to Mr, 
Vanfittart, Oitobcr 35, 1760- 
“ TT is with much plcafure I hear of 

A the tranquility that reigns in the 
city, fuch a revolution, with fo little dif- 
turbance, fcarce ever happened j and, I 
dare fay. Sir, there will be nothing want¬ 
ing, on your part, to place this tranqui¬ 
lity on a lading and (olid foundation."* 

I ARRIVED 

* Tilt reader will here late notice, th»T Mr. 
Eltii Wis the principal periba who afterwards en¬ 
gaged in the oppofitian agninft me, and in every 
mrifutc l'ir over-fetting the clbUiflimtnt,of vliich 
he has here ex pi riled in fuch thong terms his ap- 
probation. 
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I arrived Li Calcutta the 7th of 
November j and the next day reported 
my proceedings in general* and the ad¬ 
vantages obtained for the Company, to 
the whole council; whereupon Meiheurs 
Verelft and Smyth, two of the gentle¬ 
men of the council, who were not mem¬ 
bers of the Select Committee, entered 
the following objection, 

Cejy of Mr. Vcrclff/ Minute of the %th 
of November, to 'xbicb Mr. Smyth 
njfented. 

** TyyTR, Verclft begs leave to ob- 
ferve, that the board has till 
now been kept entirely ignorant of the 
proceedings of the Sdcdt Commute, re¬ 
lating to the prelent revolution, and their 
motives for it; he cannot, therefore, 
pretend to judge how far fueh a ftep was 
neceflary, but thinks, chat in. an affair 
of fuch immediate confcqncnce to the 
Company's eihite in thde parts, die moll 
mature con fide ration of the whole board 
L 2 Ihould 
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Avon Id have been firft had j that a treaty, 
executed in the moft iblemn maimer, 
ibbiifted between Meer Jaffier and us; 
the moil faithful adherence to which, as 
well as all other our engagements, has 
prefcrved that influence and power we 
have maintained, ever fince the recap¬ 
ture of Calcutta; a ileadinefs to which 
treaty made Britons admired, nay even 
courted, by every prince throughout 
thefe provinces; and has ever been fatal 
to the prince apparent of the empire, 
and many other difturbers, who have hi¬ 
therto weakly endeavored to engage us, 
to break through thofe iblemn lies we 
were fwora to. As this fudden change 
mull alarm every one, to find us fo un¬ 
expectedly breaking through all our en¬ 
gagements, which were lb puhlick, re¬ 
putable, and to die honor of the nation, 
he cannot be blamed, as a member of 
the board, for cxprciYmg his diilati si ac¬ 
tion at being made a cypher of, in fo cri¬ 
tical a concern, 11 

R f gardi n g thefe objections, as 
chiefly proceeding from iheofFcnce which 

thofe 
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thofe gentlemen had conceived, at not 
being confuted upon the mcafurcs taken 
by the Seleft Committee, I only made 
the following Reply. 

Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’r Repfy to the 


foregoing Minute* 


“ HE Prcfident begs leave to re- 



X mark upon the foregoing mi¬ 
nute. That though Mr. Verelilund Mr. 
Smyth might without the lead; prefump- 
tion think, that they, and the reft of the 
gentlemen of the council, ought to have 
been conlulted upon an affair of fo much 
importance, before it was carried into 
execution ; yet their venturing to con¬ 
demn or approve, before t hey know the 
nature of the engagements entered into, 
the reafons why, or the manner in which 
the whole was conducted, fee ms rather 
premature; efpectally, as they will have 
an opportunity of fb foon making them- 
felves competent judges ; the whole be¬ 
ing now ordered to be laid before the 
board, as mentioned in the former part 
of their minute. 


The 
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Th f reaibn why the whole council 
Was not before informed was* that it was 
an affair that abfolutely required fecrecy j 
and it isexpreffly fur the conduft of inch 
affairs, that the Court of Directors has 
thought proper to appoint a Selefi Com¬ 
mittee. To the lecrecy which was ob¬ 
served, may in great meafure be attri¬ 
buted the fpeedy and eaiy fuccefs which 
attended the execution, and the prevent¬ 
ing all diffur bonce, and lots of blood/' 

As the mealures which produced this 
revolution in the government of Bengal, 
Were not intended merely for obtaining 
advantages for the Company, but were 
as nec diary for remedying die diforders 
in the government itfelf, and fuving the 
provinces from the ruin with which they 
were threatened, in conlcquence of thole 
dilorders, I thought it nccelEuy to form 
a memorial, to £hcw thefe tranfaftions 
to the world in that light, abftradied 
from the benefits accruing to the Com¬ 
pany } which memorial 1 laid before the 
council the i oth of November ; the fol¬ 
lowing is a copy, 

c °jy 
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Copy of a Memorial on the Subject of tbs 
Revolution in the Bengal Government in 
the Tear 1760. 

« ApHE Nabob Joffier Allee Cawh 
X was of a temper extremely ty¬ 
rannical and avaricious, and at tbe fame 


time very indolent ; and die people about 
him being either abjedt Haves and flat¬ 
terers, or elfe the bait instruments of 
his vices, there was no chance of hav¬ 
ing the affairs of the government pro¬ 
perly conduced, but by their removal. 
He attributed all the ill fuccefs of his 
affairs to imaginary plots and contri¬ 
vances, and facrificed lives without mer¬ 
cy, to the excels of his j caloufy, Num- 
bcrlcfs are the inftanccs of men of all 
degrees, whole blood he has fpilt with¬ 
out the tcaff afTigned reaibn. To learn 
the names and circumfta'nces of all thefe 
fufferers would be a work of time, but 
fome of the mod finking examples are 
thefe following: 

Coja Had dee, the firft Buxy, firfl 
banifhed for a pretended confpiracy a- 
L 4 gainft 
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gainil the Nabob's life, and afterwards 
cut off at Shahbnd, in his march out of 
the province. 

Meek Cazim, die fecond Buxy, in¬ 
vited by the Chuta Nabob to his houle * 
and after having received from him un- 
ufual marks of affection, affaflmatcd at 
the gates of die palace. 

Abdul-ohab Cawn, murdered at the 
Rumna, in the month of March, 1760, 
by fome of the Hire arras, belonging to 
Checon, who way-laid him for that pur- 
pofe by the Nabob’s orders. 

Yar Mahmu d, formerly in great fa¬ 
vor with the Nabob Serajah Dow la, and 
fince Droga of the Emarut, flain in the 
prefence of the Chuta Nabob, in the 
month of April, 1760. 

' Gasseeta Be gum, widow of the Na¬ 
bob * Shahamut Jung. 

Emna Begum, mother to the Nabob 

Serajah Dow!a. 

Mur ada Dowla, the Ion of Pad- 
ilia Couly Cawn, adopted by Shahamut 

J un £' 

Lutfin 


Nephew gf AlUvt;dcc Cawn. 
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Lutfin NYssa Begum, widow of 
the Nabob Scrajah Dowk. 

Her infant daughter by Serajah Dowla. 

The five unhappy fufFerers, mention¬ 
ed lift* pcrifliedall in one night at Dac¬ 
ca, about the month of June, 1760, 
where they had been detained prifoners 
fince the acceflion of Jaffier Alice Cawn 
to the government. A perwannah was 
fent to jeflarut Cawn, the Naih of Dac¬ 
ca, to put to death all the furvivors of 
the family of the Nabobs Alliverdec 
Cawn, Shahamut Jung* and Scrajah 
Dowls * but, upon his declining to obey 
fo cruel an order, the mclTcnger, who 
had private inftxudtions to execute this 
tragedy, in cafe of the other's refufal, 
took them from the place of their con¬ 
finement* carried them out at midnight 
upon the river, and maflacredand drown¬ 
ed them, with about feventy women of 
inferior note, and attendants; what be¬ 
came of Alliverdec Cawn’s widow is 
uncertain, it being reported by many* 
that (Ire cfcaped the fate of the reft of 
her family. Executions, of this kind, 

had 
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had made the Nabob the dread or dc- 
teftatlon of all good men; and he ne¬ 
edfully became a prey to people of mean 
extraction and abje£t difpofitions, who 
knowing, that a government fo managed 
could not fhind tong, fought only to 
make thtmielves rich by opprelhons, of all 
forts, upon the country and inhabitants. 
Tothe taxes laid by them on the markets, 
N ale r i bed the prefent umifual fear city 
and dearnefs of the provilions at Moor- 
fhedabad, tiie capital of a country, once 
efteemed the moll plentiful in the world. 
The peribns who have had the chief 
{hare in this management, are Keenoo- 
ram, Monelol, and Checon, all of low 
birth t and the two firft, the menial fer- 
vants of Jaflicr Alice Cawn, before he 
came to the Subahlhip. Thcie manag¬ 
ed fo, as to engage him continually in 
idle or vicious amufements, keeping him 
by that means in utter ignorance of his 
affairs, and in a flatc of indifference as 
to their fuccefs i no money came into his 
treafury j at die fame time, nothing was 
paid tohis army, infomuch that his troops 

mutinied, 


» 
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mutinied, and furrounded his palace in a 
tumultuous manner* threatening to take 
away Ids life j. which they would certain¬ 
ly have done, had not his fon-in-Iaw, 
the prelent Nabob Coilim Alice Cawn* 
become anfwcrable* and paid them a 
very large Uim out of his own treafury. 
This happened Jail June j and if the im¬ 
minent danger* with which his perfon 
was threatened on this occafion, awaken¬ 
ed him for a moment, no fooner was it 
removed again to a diftance, than he fell 
back into the lethargy which had to long 
polTeffcd him. The fame unworthy mi- 
jjtfters remained Hill his only counsel¬ 
lor!!, and continued in the management 
of his affairs to the laft day of his ad¬ 
min ill ration, which he left in lb confufed 
and impoverished a flatc, that, in all hu¬ 
man appearance, another month could 
hardly have run through* before he 
would have been cut off by his own fee- 
poys, and the city have become a focne 
of plunder and diforder, the Nabob hav¬ 
ing made no further provifion for the 
payment of the arrears due to 1m peo¬ 
ple. 
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pie, after Coflim Alice Cawn had freed 
him from his former extremity. This 
danger he could not but forefee, and 
more than once declared his apprehen- 
fions of it, yet had not the power to ex¬ 
ert the neceffary means of preventing it, 
but funk the deeper into dcjeffcion. Be- 
fides this intcftme danger, to which the 
government was expofed, two armies 
were in the field, and waiting only the 
fair weather to advance 1 the Shahzada 
towards Patna, and the Beerboom Ra¬ 
jah towards Moorfhedabad, the capital. 
The Rajahs of SilTenpoor, Ramgur, and 
the other countries, bordering upon the 
mountains, were ready to (hake off their 
dependance, and had offered confidcrable 
fupplies to the Beerboom Rajah. The 
Rajah of Cu truck poor had committed 
open hoddities, and taken poiTclljon of 
all the country about Bauglcpoor, which 
entirely (lopped the communication be¬ 
tween the two provinces on that fide of 
the river. In a word, the whole coun¬ 
try feemed quite ripe for an univerfal re¬ 
volt, thofe parts only excepted, whofe 

natural 
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natural weaknefs or neighborhood with 
the city, intimidated them from taking 
up amis. To encounter all ihefe diffi¬ 
culties, there was nothing but troops 
without pay, from whom therefore no 
great efforts could be expe&cd. Of this, 
a very recent inilance occurs in the 
detachment which was ordered againft 
the Beerboom Rajah, three months be¬ 
fore the Nabob’s abdication, but never 
advanced more than three cols from the 
city, in which fituation they continued 
upon my arrival there. All who arc now 
in Bengal, and acquainted with the tranf- 
a&tons of the government, will bear v.it- 
nefs, that this is a true defeription of 
fails; and all who arc convinced of the 
fadls, will certainly agree, that affairs 
were at an extremity no longer to be 
neglected, without manifeit danger of 
having the province over-run, and the 
trade entirely ruined* 1 was refoSved 
therefore to uie my utmoil endeavors to 
get thofe bad minifters removed, and 
judging it might be difficult to prevail 
with die Nabob to part with his favorites, 

without 
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without fomedegreeofviolence,! brought 
with me a detachment of Europeans and 
feepoys, under pretence of fending them 
with Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the 
army at Patna *. 

Cossim Allee Cawk fupplied die 
Nabob with boats, and permitted him to 
take away as many of his women as he 
dell red (which he did to the number of 
about lixty) with a resibnabk quantity 
of jewels. In the morning of the aad 
of O&obcr he fet out for Calcutta, and 
arrived there the 29th. He was met by 
a deputation from the council, and treat¬ 
ed with every mark of refpefl due to 
his former dignity." 

• The Memorial proceeds to give an account of 
the Revolution, As hi; beta already related, in the 
letter* from Mr. Van lit tart and Qulond C aillaud 
at Mtiradbaug. 
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SECTION V. 

The Rife cf the Party formed againft 
Mr, VaMttart* with their Protefts and 
Objections againft the Revolution. 

FirJ} Occafum of the Difeentent of Mef 
Amyatt, Ellis, and Camac.— Mef. A- 
myatt, Ellis, and Smythe, their Mi- 
mite in Council the $th of January, 
1761 ,—Reply of the Select Cornmi ttce, 
— -Mr. Ellis 's further Minute. 

I Ho fed, the care I had taken to 
explain the motives of the Select 
Committee’s Rcfblutions, and die ad¬ 
vantages re fulling to the Company, 
would have induced the reft of the Coun¬ 
cil to approve of them; but I had iome 
unhappy tempers to deal with; and there 
were mischievous people in the fettle- 
men t, who were bufy in improving c- 
very circumftance to inflame difputes j 
particularly, one of die furgeons, who 
happened to have a great influence over 
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Mr. Amyatt ; and who was offended 
at my not confuting him upon the af¬ 
fairs of government; fcune accident's 
concurred to favour this malevolent dii- 
pofition. 

M y coming to Bengal in fo advanc¬ 
ed a flation, gave occafion for comp bint, 
to ail the fctuor fervants of that fettle- 
ment, and particularly to Mr. Amyatt, 
who was the next to the chair. Mr. El¬ 
lis upon his arrival applied for the chief- 
fhip of Patna, to which Mr. McGwire 
had been appointed two months before ~ t 
and had fettled his affairs accordingly. 
As I thought Mr. Ellis's application 
unrcafonable, I gave my opinion agamfl 
it i by which lie thought himfelf inju¬ 
red ; and major Carnac was violently of¬ 
fended at my exprefling a defire that 
colonel Caillaud, who had been prefent 
at all the debates of the Selcdi Com¬ 
mittee, and bad been particularly charg¬ 
ed with the execution of their refolu- 
tions, Ihould remain in the command at 
Patna till their views were fulfilled, ei¬ 
ther 

* Upon Mr. Amyat'i coming to Calcutta. 
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ther by a negotiation with the Shahzada, 
or a dcciiive action. 

The firft declaration of Mr. Amyatt's 
difapprobadon of the proceedings of the 
Select Committee, and of a change in 
Mr. Ellis's fentiments, appears in a mi¬ 
nute which they entered upon the con¬ 
futations on the 8th of January 1761, 
as follows. 

Copy of Mr, A my at t’/ Minute, to -which 
Mtjjiairs Ellis and Smyth ajfented, 

“ TV/T R- Am y att takes this oppor- 
1 VX tunity to obferve, that he is of 
opinion, the redo ns given for deposing 
Jaffier Alice Cawn (for he can look up¬ 
on it in no other light) are far from be¬ 
ing futfident to convict him of breach 
of faith j confajuently, in the eyes of 
the world, the whole odium of fuch 
proceedings muft retort upon 0arfclves. 
The cruelties of which he is accuf- 
ed muft to a civilized government ap¬ 
pear fhockingi but in defpotick ones, 
there are none entirely free from inilances 
Vol.I. M of 
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of this kind, as their own fears and jea* 
imiiies are ever prompting them to fueh 
unwarrantable actions; and it is well 
known, that the prefent Nabob has al¬ 
ready fallen into the fame fev critics, as 
Jjkewile that he has fliewit marks of fa¬ 
vor to thofe mi aiders, who, wc are 
told, faw with an evil eye the influence 
of the Company, and readily hatched 
at ever) r opportunity to reduce it. Meer 
jaflier being confirmed by the Court of 
Delly io the SubaMup was a very valua¬ 
ble confident iun, which ought not to 
have been overlooked; becaufe, when¬ 
ever that didratted hate is rcilored to 
peace and tranquility, he being legally 
in poiTdTion of the government, would 
of couri'e be confirmed by the reigning 
king without hefitadon ; whereas the 
obtaining fo great a favour for Coffiin 
Alice Cawn, mud be attended with both 
difficulty and ex pence. The treaty tub- 
filling between us and Cotlim Allee 
Cawn plainly thews, that his foie aim 
at the time of entering into it was the 
Subahdarree of Bengal. Otherwife, how 

ridieu- 
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ridiculous was it for him to make a pro- 
mife, of ceding certain countries to the 
Company, which his poll of Dew in could 
never have given him the power ol" ex¬ 
ecuting. The great advantages expect¬ 
ed to accrue from thofe countries, it is 
feared, will prove entirely imaginary* 
as it is now near three months itnee this 
revolution was effected ; and yet fo far 
from any appearance of extricating our- 
felves from our difficulties, as expected, 
we are involved in frefh troubles every 
day; which will not appear fh-ange, 
when we call our eves upon the peribn 
we have raffed to the mulhud, whole 
character was never in any light eonfpi- 
cuous till lately; and whofe treacherous 
behaviour to his father-in-law, leaves 
us very little hopes of his attachment to 
our intereft ; nor indeed can it he ex¬ 
pected, that he will place any confidence 
in us, who have ailifted to dethrone a 
man, we were bound to fupport by the 
mod: folemn tics, divine and human : 
fuch a breach of faith muft nece (lardy 
occaiion the lois of our influence in this 
M z country. 
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country, and bereave us of the fuperi- 
ority, which our ikady adherence to our 
promife ever gave us over thofe people. 
For the above reafons Mr. Amyatt dif- 
fents to the whole trania&ion; and 
further declares, that he never was con¬ 
futed nor advifed with concerning it; 
nor did he know that it ever was intend¬ 
ed, till publick report had informed him 
of it's execution." 

It was fo well known, that Mr. Ful¬ 
lerton was the chief author of the fore¬ 
going minute, that rnylelf, and the other 
gentlemen of the Select Committee, 
could not help taking notice of it in our 
anfwer of the 1 ath; which was as fol¬ 
lows : 

** The Governor, Colonel Caillaud, 
and the other gentlemen of the council, 
who did, and jffcill continue to approve 
of the hte transitions with the country 
government, beg leave to offer a few ob¬ 
servations upon Mr. Amyatt's minute of 
lift confultation, the tenor of which might 
deceive the world if not examined, hut 

when 
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when examined, will be found to have 
but little foundation. 

If the Select Commmittee, debating 
upon the dangerous date of the affairs 
of the province, in Auguft and Septem¬ 
ber lad, had been defirous of breaking 
with the then Nabob JafRer A 1 lee Cawn, 
there were reafons enough to juffcify, 
nay to urge fuch a refolution. The let¬ 
ter which the former Governor, Mr. 
Hoi well, laid before the Seleft Commit¬ 
tee, the 4th of Auguft, for the informa¬ 
tion of Mr, Vanfittart, then juft arrived, 
contain more than fufficient proofs 
of that Nabob's breach of his engage¬ 
ments to the Company. Many in fiances 
are mentioned, of his jcaloufy of the 
Englifh power, and of his refuial of 
every favor that was afked him, which 
might tend to encreafe it. We have in 
our hands, an authentic proof of one 
moft clienti;i! inftan.ee of his ill faith 
the rein-men tinned. It is faid in the 
treaty, that our enemies (hall be his 
enemies j but it is beyond doubt, that 
he urged the Dutch ro lend for forces 
M 3 to 
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to oppoic ours. We have an original let¬ 
ter of the DireCtore to die Nabob, which 
plainly implies, that it was with his 
content thole troops were lent for, and 
the tenor of the general advices tranfimt- 
ted to Europe lift fcafon, fuiKciendy 
fliews tills was Colonel Clive's opinion, 
though he mentioned it with all pofhble 
tendcrnefs, Nor if we had delired to 
remove j.liner Alice Cawn from the go¬ 
vernment, need we have done more than 
withdraw our protection. His govern¬ 
ment would foon have been put an end 
to, and probably his life alfo, which was 
more than once in extreme danger from 
his own people. 

But mindful of the connections that 
had been between him and the Compa¬ 
ny, we had die moll tender regard both 
for his perfon and government, neither 
of which could have fubfifted, without 
other fupports than thole he had about 
him. After the unfortunate death of 
his fon, his ion-in-taw, Coflim Alice 
Cawn, was the proper perfon to fuccced 
to the government j and being his near¬ 
ed 
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eft relation, it was thought his council 
and aftiftance would be thcleaft obnoxi¬ 
ous. But if, on the other hand, he fhould 
have determined to admit of no one near 
him, and continually refufe every appli¬ 
cation for the advantage of the Compa¬ 
ny, and even common juftice in the per¬ 
formance of paft agreements, would it 
have been expedient to lacrifice the inter- 
eft of the Company* and the profpeft of 
relieving the province from its diftrdTed 
ftate, to the invincible icaJoufy of one 
man ? And might we not, with more 
reafon, place our paft fen'ices in the fcale, 
againft the benefits received from him j 
and purfiie, with fteadinefs, the plan de¬ 
termined on, as moil for the welfare of 
the country in general, and of the Com¬ 
pany in particular ? 

That Coilim Alice Cawn had views 
of the Subahdarree for himfclf, when he 
entered into the treaty with us, is beyond 
all doubt j but they were views in revqr- 
fion, not immediate. In the mean time 
he engaged, that through the influence 
ive were to give him over the old Na- 
M 4 bob, 
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bob, he would obtain for the Company 
the grants therein mentioned, 

Bu t it is iniinuated, in Mr. Amyatt’s 
minute, that our affairs are in a worth 
condition now, than before the change 
of the government. That the addition 
of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta¬ 
gong, to the Company’s pofieffions with¬ 
out the lois of a man, is a hurt to the 
Company, Items to us a parados. It is 
faid, that it is near three months ilnee 
the revolution was effected, and yet there 
is no appearance of extricating ourfelves 
from the difficulties j and that the great 
advantages expedted to accrue from thofe 
countries will prove, it is feared, mere¬ 
ly imaginary. It is only twenty days 
finer the Burdwan Vac keel came here, 
and fettled the payment. This day is 
the firft payment due; and although the 
Rajah’s faith is not to be depended upon, 
yet it is probable he will pay the money, 
according to the agreement, to make his 
peacei if not, the country is worth that, 
and more money, and lies fo conveni¬ 
ent. 
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Cnt, that it can always be difpofed of as 
we fee be ft. 

As to Midnapoor, it is not a month 
fince captain White took pofTeffion, and 
he had no orders to colled money, Mr. 
Johnftone is appointed for that purpofe, 
but let out fo lately, that his arrival is 
not yet heard of. 

And for Chittagong, Mr. Verelft, and 
the oilier gentlemen appointed, fet out 
only twenty days ago. We mufti give 
them time to arrive, before we can cx- 
pedt to colled money. 

Surely here is a fair profpeflt of ad¬ 
vantages accruing to the Company t and 
of prefent benefits, inilances fliull alfo 
be mentioned, 

“ The payment of the arrears due 
to the Engliih troops at Patna ; and of 
what we advanced to the Nabob’s troops. 

" An affiftance to the Company of 
five lacks, which Mr. Batfon, at Cof- 
iimbuzar, is now receiving, 

Leave granted for coining Moor- 
fhedabad ficcas in our mint, which was 
before confined to Calcutta ficcas. 

*' Who 
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M Who would there have been to 
oppcle the march of the Bccrboom Ra¬ 
jah, to the capita] of Moorfliedabad ? 
For the old Nabob had neither the means 
of making his own troops take the field, 
nor would he truft the Englifh. 

“ W here would the Nabob’s troops, 
at Patna, have got a fupply of feven or 
eight lacks of rupees, as the prefent Na¬ 
bob has paid them fince his coming to 
the government ?" 

W e believe no one will pretend to 
fay, the old Nabob would or could have 
made fuch efforts, or would have grant¬ 
ed fuch favors to the Company. 

As to the Mogul's Firmaun, there was 
a time when the orders of Deify had 
fome weight at Bengal, but that time is 
no more. It is hard to fay who is King 
at Delly, or who will be; but if ever it 
comes to be fettled, there is little doubt 
of Coffim Alice fawn's getting a Fir¬ 
maun, with as much cafe, as one was 
procured for the cld Nabob, who never 
paid the King his fhare of the revenues. 


It 
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It is averted# that the min liters com¬ 
plained of, under die old Nabob, have 
received marks of favor from the prefent 
Nabob ; two of them have received the 
compliment of a kellaat, or a drefs up¬ 
on the adj ailment of their accoimtsi 
but they arc in no employ or trail j if 
they were, it would not be in their pow¬ 
er to do now the lame injuries to the 
Company and country, as they did in 
the old Nabob’s time \ bccaufe the pre- 
fent Nabob would not be fo eaiily led to 
give ear to their evil councils as his pre- 
dcccflbr. 

It is aflerted alio, that the prefent 
Nabob has been guilty of feme aflaiTma- 
tions. This the Governor believes is a 
falle report* He declares, that he had 
not before heard of any fuch proceed¬ 
ing, although he has pretty good intel¬ 
ligence of what pafles j and that he has 
enquired particularly, liner he law it lb 
politively aJTerted, and has great rcafon 
to think it is an unjult acccufation ; i \ 
it fhould prove true, we fhould not fo 
eaiily cxcufe a crime fb ihocking, nor 

think 
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Hunk of it fo lightly, as it is reprefent- 
ed in Mr. Amyatfs minute *, 

That Mr, Smyth fliould fubfcribe 
to this opinion is not to be wondered at, 
becaufc he fubfcribcd to one of the like 
nature of Mr. Verelft's, in confutation 
of the 8 th of November, without hav¬ 
ing read any of the proceedings; but 
that Mr. Ellis fliould fubfcribe to it, af¬ 
ter fign Hying his approbation of the mea- 
furcs, in many letters that have been 
wrote on the fubjeft j and particularly 
in one from the Select Committee to the 
Governor and Colonel Call laud, dated 
the 24th of November, isfomewhat fur- 
priling, and gives frdh realon to appre¬ 
hend, what has been long lufpefted, that 
other perfons, not in the Company^ fer- 

vice, 

* It afterwards appeared, that there was no 
foundation for Mr. Arttyatt’i affertion* The pre¬ 
tended futf’erers were afon of Sirfrax Cswti (Na¬ 
bob of Bengal above twenty years ago) and the wi¬ 
dow of Alliverdee Cawn (the next Nabob after 
Sirfraz Cawn), Upon enquiry, I found that thefc 
two perfons, iiiftead of having fu<Fered any vio¬ 
lence, were obliged to the Nabob's benevotence for 
a handfortic maintenance. 
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vice* nor having any regard for the Com¬ 
pany* are consulted upon affairs which 
do not belong to them; by which un¬ 
fortunately they gain an afcendency over 
the minds of better men than themfelves j 
and this authority they exert to the ut- g 
moil, to the purpofc of making diviii- 
ons in the fettlemcnt, and more parti¬ 
cularly in the council. It is only fuch 
pens as thofc, that can reflet upon the 
late meafures, as a breach of ** all ties, 
human and divine j" a reproach which 
nothing can merit, but a premeditated 
intention to do fome great ill. 

It were to be wiihed, in diflents of 
this nature, that the re alb ns for the mca- 
fures formed were confidered in their full 
extent, the nutation of the Company at 
home, and the lit nation of their affairs 
in general, well weighed. At! thefe, in as 
full a manner as potTible, were laid before 
the board, and our neceflities and wants 
fo plainly appeared, that all the mem¬ 
bers prefent were fatisfied and convinc¬ 
ed, that unlefs fome other meafures were 
purfued, we could not keep up the caufc 

any 
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any longer. It was plain, shat what 
was pro poled to be done was rather the 
cffeCt of neceflity than choice; and what 
followed was certainly unexpected. It 
was therefore impolTiblc that Mr, Amyatt 
could be made acquainted with a defign 
that never exilled. Thole, to whofe con fi¬ 
de rati on it fell, were unanimous in their 
opinion; and they Hatter themfelves, 
that all who will take into their view 
the then date of affairs, the nature of 
die refolutions taken, and all the cir- 
cumftances attending this tranfaCtion, 
and will judge thereupon with candor, 
not differing themielves to be byaffeef by 
the prejudices of others, will do us more 
justice, and be far from calling in que- 
llion our fenfe of the faith of treaties, 
or our regard for die nation's honor and 
our own.” 

As I have taken notice of Mr. Ellis's 
change in his opinion of the tranladliotis 
with the country government, it is pro¬ 
per to infert his reply on the 1’ubjeCt. 
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<c 


M ! 


Copy of Mr * Elfish Minute af the 16 tb of 
January, 1761. 

R, Ellis thinks it incumbent 
on him to reply to that part of 
the Governor's, minute entered in laft 
monday's confultation, where fuch fur- 
prize is exprefled at his difient, after iig~ 
niiying his approbation of the late mca- 
fures in many letters that have been wrote 
on the fubjeft. Mr. Ellis has carefully 
pe ruled, and yet cannot find, that his 
approbation is fignified, not even in that, 
particularly quoted, ot the 24th of No¬ 
vember, unlcfs a complimentary congra¬ 
tulation can in any ways be conftrued as 
an approbation of the dellgn; a light in 
which, he flatters himlelf, no impartial 
judge can look upon it. His fentiments 
with regard to the revolution have nc- 
altered, nor have they ever been 


ver 


kept a fee ret; but he conceives there 
was no abfolute necdBty, they (hould 
appear upon the face of the confultation5 
till now, when it became fo for his own 
j unification to his employers. 


T11E 
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The reflection of his being influenc¬ 
ed in his opinion by others* though not 
of fo good a turn of mind as himfelf* 
is a compliment to his morals* at the ex- 
pcnce oi hjs capacity* which being mere¬ 
ly perfonal* and quite foreign to the fub- 
jeft in hand* might as well have been 
Ipared : and in anfwer thereto, he only 
wifhes* for the good of the fettlement* 
others in power were as little influenced 
in the management of publick affairs* 
by die opinion of thofe about them* as 
he hinifelf." 


SECTION VI. 

Dangerous Difputes with the Nabob at 
Patna, during the Command of Ma¬ 
jor tamae and Colonel Coote j and 
the Removal of thofe Gentlemen from 
that Station, 

Firfi FjfsBs of Meer Coflim V Admini- 
ftretion. — Ht takes the Field. — ScleCt 
Committee ; Orders to Major Carnac. 

Major Carnac* Anfwer, — Further 

Orders 
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Orders yf the Sdeft Committee to Ma¬ 
jor Carnac.— Meer Coflim marches to 
Patna.— Major Canine’s Letter to the 
Select Committee, containing an Ac- 
coutii of bis Interview with Meer Coi- 
Jim.—Meer Cofilm's Letter to Mr, 
4 Van lit tart, on the fame Stihjeft,—Or¬ 
ders l hereupon from the Select Commit¬ 
tee to Major Carnac.— Colonel Ccoti 
arrives in Bengal, and takes the Com - 
mand of the Army at Patna.- —The Or¬ 
ders graer; him ly the Select Committee. 
—Letter from Major Carnac to the 

Select Committee.- Colonel Coote 

joins with Major Carnac m opposing the 
Nabob.—Ramnnrain protested by them , 
refujes to fettle the Accounts of bis Go¬ 
vernment,—Several Letters from the 
Nabob, giving an Account of the Con¬ 
fluences of the/e Difutes.-—.—-Orders 
thereupon from the Sdefi Committee to 
Colonel Coote, —Two Liters from the 
Nabob, containing Complaints againji 
Colonel Coote, and particularly <f a 
Sally made by the Colonel into his Camp, 
—Tvso Letters from Mr, M* 1 Gw ire, 
Vot* I, N on 
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on the fame Suhjehh. — Mr. Vanfittatt 
htys before the Council an Account of 
thefe THJiurhancet. —■ 'Their Orders in 
Confquence, recalling Colonel Coote and 
Major Carnac to Calcutta.-—<7W Let¬ 
ters from Colonel Cootc, containing an 
Account of his Proceedings. 

HE good effe&$ of the Nabob's at* 



-A tent Ion to the ^economy of his go¬ 
vernment foon appeared 1 for betides the 
feven lacks, which (as I have already 
mentioned) he di {patched to Patna with 
Colonel Caiilaud, he paid his troops, at 
Moorfliedabad, folarge a {hare of (hear* 
rears due to them, that they were well 
fatisfied, and ready to take the held; 
and upon Colonel Caillaud's further re- 
prefentation of the wants of the forces at 
Patna, he fent Nohit Roy, one of his 
principal officers there, with three lacks 
of rupees, and powers to examine and 
let tie the accounts, and grant proper af- 
fignments for the balance. He alio 
gave orders for fix or feven lacks to be 
paid, in the months of December, Ja- 
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nuary, and February, to Mr.Batfon, at 
Cofllmbuzar, towards the dlfcbarge of his 
engagements with the Company; which 
orders were punctually complied with. 
The/e helps given by the Nabob, ena¬ 
bled to fpare two lacks and a half out 
of our trealury, which were difpatched 
lo Madras, in the month of November, 
and arrived there very opportunely for the 
fervice of the army before Pondicherry. 

The Nabob took the field bhnJelf 
the beginning of December, and en¬ 
camped between Mooribcdabad and 
Bcerboom, till major Canute** iucccfij 
agatnft the Shahzada,*nd captain White's 
againft the Rajah of Becrbcom, had in 
a great mealure cleared the country; and 
then having Ipe-nr a few days at Beer- 
boom, for the regulation of that pro¬ 
vince, proceeded to Patna. At his re- 
queft, major York was ordered to at¬ 
tend him; and the Select Committee 
fent the following inftrudlions to major 
Caruac, relative to die afliiUace he was 
to give him. 


N 2 


Extract 
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Extra# of a Letter from the Scled Com¬ 
mittee to Major Carnac. Dated Cal¬ 
cutta, February g, 1761. 


“ "IXy E obferve, that when Colonel 
* v Caillaud began his march to 
Patna, the beginning of lait year, he 
had particular inftru&ions from Colonel 
Clive, and the reft of the Committee, 
to protect Ramnarain; in cafe of the 
Nabob’s making any attempt againft hi* 
peribn or honor. We believe fuck an 
injunction at this time unneccllary, as 
the pre&nt Nabob items to be well in¬ 
clined towards Ramnarain j but fkould 
it prove othenvife, it is our refolution 
to have the fame regard to the former 
engagements, in his favor, as was then 
defigned and therefore direct you, in 
cale of nccdlity* to protect Ramnaraiu 
againft all violence and injufticc that 
may be ottered to his perfon, honor, or 
fortune. 

As to Rajebullub* he can have no 
reasonable objection to a fair examina¬ 
tion of his accounts by the Nabob, or 

Inch 
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fuch perfon as he Ihall appoint; that a 
juft ftatement being made of all the mo¬ 
nies he has received, for defraying the 
charges of the troops under his com¬ 
mand, together with a due enquiry of 
what number of troops have really been 
kept up, and how much every one has 
been paid j the balance that is found due 
may then be difeharged, and Rafebnlluh 
be employed again or not, as the Na¬ 
bob thinks proper. This the Nabob 
declares is all he alks, and in this (as it is 
juft and reafonable) you will yield him 
all the necefTary aftiftance.' 1 

ExtraS of a Litter from Major Carmc 
to the Selctt Committee, in Anjwtr to 
the foregoing. February 24, 1761, 

“ "VTOU may depend upon my giv- 
ing the Nabob all the afHlbmcc 
in my power, to fettle every thing in the 
province in the beft manner; I will al- 
fo very readily lend my aflifbncc in the 
adj lifting the payment of that part of 
the troops under Rajebullub, as far as 
he means to aft fairly by them; but 
N 3 ihould 
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fliould he expert any fupport from me 
in afts of injufttcc, he will be much rnif- 
taken. The Englilh forces, while i 
have the honor of commanding them, 
fliall never be employed as internments 
ojt violence and opprdlion. 

You* directions, in regard to Ram- 
narain, ftiall be rdigioufly obiervud ; I 
could not have received any order from 
you* with more pleafttre than this, of 
protecting a perfon for whom I know 
Colonel Clive had a particular regard, 
and who himfelf deferves much at the 
hands of the Englilh, on account of the 
attachment he has all along fliewn them, 
however ill he might be difpofed to 
the Nabob." 

The reader will fee, by the flile of 
this letter, how ready major Camnc was 
to fhew the prejudices which he had en¬ 
tertained again ft the Nabob, and his 
eagernefs to enter into disputes with the 
board, fince he could write in fo unbe¬ 
coming and arrogant a drain, in anfwer 
to their orders, which were delivered 
him in the moil decent terms, and were 

confelTedly 
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con felled !y the moft agreeable to his own 
way of thinking. This oblervation is 
made once for all, as the fame vanity 
and intemperance will appear in all his 
writing. 


Extra?} of a Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee (Mef. Vanfittart, Amyatt, El¬ 
lis, ami Sumner) to Major Carnac. 
March 7, 1761, in Reply to the Above. 


** 'll TE imagine the Nabob has be- 
It fore this time reached Patna. 
By Ms conduct hitherto, \vt fee no rea- 
fon to apprehend his engaging in any 
aits of violence orinjuflicei nor, if he 
ihould, is it our define you ihould fup- 
porthim in them; our directions for your 
conduct with refpecl to him are only 
thefe 1 that you give him the afiifiance 
he may apply for, to reduce to obedi¬ 
ence fuch Zemindars, as have been dif- 
aifeCted to the government of Moorfltc- 
dahad, and to enable him to eftahlilh 
fecuritv, in the feveral countries of the 
Bohar province, and Oolkifi the revenues 
due therefrom; and in regard to Raje- 
N 4 bull 11b, 
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bullub, and all others, who have had 
the management of the public monies, 
or the payment of the troops, or other- 
wife have accounts to fettle with the go¬ 
vernment. As their difpofition to make 
life of the protection of the Englifli, to 
Icrcen them from a juft and ufeal exa¬ 
mination is well known, you will be 
careful not to give them countenance 
or encouragement, fo far as to put it in 
their power to make an ill uie of your 
name and authority; but, on the con¬ 
trary, if any Ihall oMinatdy and un- 
reafonably per hit in refuting to fettle ac¬ 
counts with the government, you are 
to give the Nabob the afliftance he may 
require for compelling them to it. 1 ' 

The Nabob arrived at Patna the be¬ 
ginning of Match; and his firft inter¬ 
view with major Carnac was at Bykunt- 
poor. The Jjights which the Major 
put upon the Nabob at this interview, 
may be regarded as a proof, that he had 
conceived feme prejudice again ft him be¬ 
fore his arrival ; and that the wilhed for 
harmony was not to be expected between 

them. 
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them. The following extracts of the 
Nabob’s and the Major's letters will fhew, 
what account each party gave of the con- 
verfation that palled at the firft meeting. 

BxlraB of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Select Committee. Patna, 
March 6, 1761. 

'< rpHE Nabob continues encamped 
A at Bykuntpoor, about fix or fe~ 
ven cofs off, where I have waited upon 
him; whatever good qualities he may 
have, courage is not one of them; he 
betrays a mofl fhameful fear of the Shah- 
aada, though the unhappy prince is re¬ 
duced fo low, as to be much more an 
object of pity than of fear. Not think¬ 
ing himfelf fufficicntly fccure with the 
large force he brought up with him, he 
font for, without acquainting me, both 
Ramnarain and Rajcbullub, with their 
forces, whom I had directed to remain 
in Camgar Cawn's country, with a de¬ 
tachment from our army, under the 
Command of captain Champion. I no 
fooner heard of this, but I recalled cap- 
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tain Champion like wife, which has given 
the Nabob great offence, To great, that 
he aiked me in the puhlick Durbar, whe¬ 
ther I would comply with the contents 
of the letter he brought me from the 
Prcfident. I anfwered him I would, as 
far as I was well perfuaded Mr. Vantit- 
tart expected from me, who did not mean 
that I was to pay him an implicit obe* 
dicnce, l further told him, that the 
direction of the English forces was left 
with me $ and that it was not real enable 
any part of them Ihould remain in a 
country with which they were wholly 
unacquainted, after he had withdrawn 
his own people. 1 have however, at his 
re quell, ordered captain Champion's de~ 
tachmerit to halt awhile at Bahar, but 
Ihall call them in entirely, unlefe he lends 
out a body Of his own troops to aft in 
conjunction with them ; the neglect 
whereof will infallibly bring Camgar 
Cawn out of hi$ hills again. 

The Nabob next aflted me, whether 
I looked upop him as Subahcl.tr of the 
provinces, and was willing to aflift him 
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*s fuch ? In anfwer to which I plainly 
told him, I would give him all the af- 
fiftance I could, confident with honor 
and juftiee j that further I would not do 
for him or any man. The very qtieftion 
gives me room to fufpe£t he has fomc 
unreafonable demands to make of me; 
fhould this be the cafe, he will undergo 
die mortification of a denial. I parted 
from the Nabob yefterdav evening. We 
were both, you will judge, pretty much 
diflatisfied with each other t he with 
me, for fpeaking my mind fo freely to 
him, a thing very unprecedented in this 
country j and I with him, for the de» 
lays and obftru&ions he is likely to cauie 
to our military operations.” 

ExtruEt of a Letter from the Nabob to 
Mr. Vaniittan. Received March 13, 
1761 . 

« N the ifith of Rejub I arrived 



Vh/ at Bykuntpoor, where T had the 
plcafure of meeting major Carnae, Mha- 
rajah Ramnarain, and Mharajah Rajchul- 
hib. Among other things, the Major 


told 


188 A Narrative of the 

told me, that be had lent for the troops 
which were at Gauntv, in the Zemin - 
darree of Camgar Cawn. I replied, that 
lo chailife Camgar Cawn was no diffi¬ 
cult matter ; but that it was not proper 
to recall the troops belonging to the 
Company and myfdf, in fo much hade, 
from the place where they were Ration¬ 
ed. This he did not content to; but 
replied, that he would certainly fend for 
his Englifh troops. I delivered your 
letter to him; when he perilled it, he 
faid, that Mr. Van lit tart is two hundred 
cofs from hence; and that he would do 
whatever he thought advifeablc. I was 
perfuaded that he would have adted ac¬ 
cording to your directions, and did not 
imagine, that he would have given me 
fuch an anfwer.'' 

T m f Set eft Committee hoping, by a 
further explanation of their intentions, 
to prevent any more difputes, wrote 
major Carnac as follows : 
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Copy a Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee {Mtfit'urs Vanfittart, A my at t, 
Ellis and Sumner) to Major Canute* 

“ TT 7 E have received your favof of 
VV the 6th % filch part thereof as 
relates to the Shahzada, we fhall fully 
reply to in an addrefs to yourfdf and Mr. 
M'Guirc. We are extremely concerned, 
to fee the disagreeable circumflanccs that 
pafled at your firft interview with the 
Nabob; efpec ially, as fuch a want of 
confidence ihewn in a publick Durbar, 
cannot fail to hurt both parties in the 
eyes of the world- We hope a longer 
acquaintance will create a greater har¬ 
mony ; which Wc mull eameftly recom¬ 
mend both to you and the Nabob, as 
the publick fervice mult lu/Fcr if any dif- 
.ftirencreB Aibllfl; for thole are never want¬ 
ing, who will feck to make their advan¬ 
tage by it. 

It h certainly right, and conforma¬ 
ble to our inclinations, that the difpoli- 
tion of the army, and the determination 
on all military matters, fhould reft with 

our 
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our commanding officer. The Nabob’s 
fending for Raronarain and Rajebulhtb 
with their forces, without firfl con full¬ 
ing you, was a very imprudent ftep, and 
much to be blamed, and perhaps may 
have been attended with bad confe- 
quences to his own affairs i as it feems 
to have been in the power of Camgar 
Cawn to have returned to his own coun¬ 
try. Wc cannot fuppofe the Nabob had 
any fuch view, bccaufe it is evidently 
his own lofs; but whatever his reaibns 
might be, lie ought certainly to have 
acquainted you with them. And we 
doubt not but he will be lenGble, from, 
your reprefen tat ions, how much his own 
intereft depends on following your ad¬ 
vice in all military matters. On the ci¬ 
ther hand, it is our intention, that you 
cgtnply with his requeft, in every thing 
rcfpedlmg the regulation of the coun¬ 
try, and the collodion of the revenues. 
Any detachment be may alk for, fuch 
fervices you are to grant; unlcfs you 
have reafon to judge, that the fafety of 
our troops will be at too great a rifle. 

W* 
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We thin k thi s diftin&ion fufBcknily clear, 
md flatter ourlclvcs that no diiputca ca» 
hereafter arifc." 

Soon after this, Colonel Coote ar¬ 
rived in Bengal, and was appointed to 
take the command of the army at Patntu 
He accordingly fist out the aid of April, 
and the following in ft r nations were given 
him by the Select Committee. 

EtHratf cf the Injini&iow from the Se¬ 
lect Committee (Mtj* Vaniittart, 
Coote, Amyatt, and Ellis) U Colonel 
Cootc. April 2.1, 1761. 

** TT T E are advifed by major Camac, 
VY that there is a difference be¬ 
tween the Nabob and Ramnarain. rela¬ 
tive to the accounts of the Patna pro¬ 
vince. Wc hope this may be amicably 
and reafonably adjufted, and re quell you 
will give your affifiance towards it as 
much as pofhbte. As Ramnarain has 
been remarkably Heady in his alliance 
with the Company, and received from 
Colonel Clive particular affurances of his 
pro re dl ion with relpeft to his perfim, 

fortune. 
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fortune, and government, we recom¬ 
mend to you to fecure him againft all at¬ 
tempts of opprefllon or injufticc ; and 
farther, that the government of Patna be 
prcfervcd for him, if it is his inclination 
to continue in it. It is needlefs for us 
to add, that it will be far more agreea¬ 
ble to all parties if that can be done by 
reprefenting to the Nabob the obliga¬ 
tions we are under to Ramnarain, and 
preventing by that means the neceflity 
of any forcible mcafures." 


ExtraE! of a Letter from the S cleft Com¬ 
mittee (Mef Vanfittart, Amyatt, and 
Ellis) to Cohml Cooit. April 28,1761, 


« npH E Nabob has made various ro 
A prefentations to us of the dif¬ 
ficulties he meets with, in fettling his 
accounts with Rainnarain. As, on the 
one hand, we arc inclined to fupport 
Ramnar;iin in the government of Pat¬ 
na* with all its jiitl advantages; fo, on 
the other hand, we would proteft the 
Nabob in the refpeft and authority due 
to him, and afford him every ailiftance 

for 
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for the collection of his revenues, with¬ 
out which it is impartible he ran pay 
the arrears of his troops, or lupport the 
other charges of his government. The 
nature of the differences between them 
feems to be fuch, as can only be adjuil- 
td by arbitration j and tor this determi¬ 
nation, we can pitch upon no other pc-r- 
fon to well qualified as you riel f. We 
therefore requeft you will make this 
bulinet's one of the firft articles of your 
attention i and when you are yourtelf ac¬ 
quainted with the merits of the caufe, 
you will trunfmit them to us, with your 
fentiments thereon. 1 ’ 

ExtraB of a Letter from the Sdeft Com¬ 
mittee (Mef Vanfjttart, Amyatt and 
Ellis) to Colonel Coote, end Mr, 
M l Gwire. May 8, 1761. 

i*TTrE del!re you, gentlemen, will 
VY ufe your utmoll endeavors to 
adjuft the accounts between the Nabob 
and Ramnarain, in fuch a manner, as 
fhall appear to you moll equitable ; and 
fo, that the revenues may be duly col- 
VOL. I. O USed, 
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le£ted, and the balances not he loft to 
the iirear, and the public iervice,” 
Upon the news of Colonel Coote’s 
arrival, Major Carrtac determined to quit 
Patna, and wrote to the Seledl Commit¬ 
tee in the following terms, 

# 

Extract of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to tire Sdcdt Committee. May 8, i y(i i. 

“ AS Colonel Coore js coming to the 
army, who is fo very able to 
take charge, both of your military and 
political concerns, there will be no fur¬ 
ther oecafion for my lerviecs; and as T 
have great realbn to believe I lhall return 
to Europe the next Lealon, unlels fotne- 
tliing unforefeeti lhoulJ happen, l am 
to requeft the favor of your permilfioa 
to apply to Colonel Coote, for leave to 
go to Calcutta on his arrival. 1 fliottld 
not make this requeft fo early, but that 
1 am defirous to be there in time; that 
in cafe I go home (which is highly pro¬ 
bable) I may be able to get my Ur If rea¬ 
dy to take the opportunity of the hril 
conveyance," 


Bur 
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But upon the Colonel’s arrival at 
Patna, this resolution was presently al¬ 
tered, and they lee in to have determin¬ 
ed to Hay there together, on purpofe 
to counteract, the more effisitiially, the 
Nabob iti every Hep he was taking for 
regulating that diJlraded province. The 
Colonel, before he left the coaft, had 
declared himfelf to be one of the oppo¬ 
sition againft the meafures taken, {luce 
my coming to Bengal, and this I well 
knew'; but as 1 teas confdous of the 
neccihty of thofe meafures, and the 
country already felt the good effects of 
them, I did not apprehend, that any 
men would be fo violent, as to rifk. the 
public tranquility to fatkfy their preju¬ 
dices, especially as all the orders of the 
Sdeift Committee* to the commanding 
officers at Patna, tended to give the Na¬ 
bob a due authority over his own peo¬ 
ple, and to ailiil his interefts in all that he 
could reafonably afk. However, it foon 
appeared how little effeft rhefc orders 
could have, when oppolcd again it the 
refoludons of a violent party. Hardly 
O 2 a day 
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a day pail:, bill Colonel Cootc, and 
jor Caraac, found fame opportunity of 
diftreffing the Nabob, and throwing dif- 
ficul tics in his way. The Shahzada, 
who after his defeat had put himfelf un¬ 
der our protection, and had been ac¬ 
knowledged King by us and the Nabob, 
was yet at Patna, and the Nabob was 
delirous of obtaining his grants for the 
Subalidarree of the provinces j but Co¬ 
lonel Cootc oppofed the application, and 
he was obliged to wait, and procure 
them at a great mcrcafe of expence, af¬ 
ter the King bad left the province. Ram- 
nartun, the Naib (or deputy Governor) 
of the Patna province, had three years 
accounts of his adminiflration to fettle, 
to aYoid which, he made ufe of every 
fhift and artifice that could be invent¬ 
ed, and Jo effectually fereened htmfelf 
under the pro tuition of the Colonel and 
Major, that for four months together not 
a Jingle explanation could be had from 
him. He was well acquainted with 
their ill difpotitioii towards the Nabob, 
and flattered hi mill/, that he might in¬ 
flame 
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flame it fo far, as to caufe an open breads 
between diem, and i'o raife himfelf up¬ 
on the Nabob's ruin. Whether Colonel 
Come was kd by Katrina rain's intrigues, 
or impelled by liis own prejudices a- 
gainft the Nabob, I ihall not attempt 
to determine i but nothing could be bet¬ 
ter calculated to produce the effects 
they both wilhed, than the flop the Co¬ 
lonel took upon a report* abfolutdy in¬ 
credible. It was pretended, that die 
Nabob, with the undilciplincd rabble, 
which devolved to him from his prede- 
ceflbr, had a defign of attacking our 
army within the city of Patna, where¬ 
upon Colonel Cooic made a fally to 
the Nabob's camp, with a large efcort 
at fuch an hour, and in Inch a humor, 
that if he and the Nabob had met, in 
dl probability, it would have can fed an 
immediate feene of hoftiliry j but the 
Nabob was in his keeping tent, and 
did not appear. 

I leave the world to judge of ibis, 
and all the tranfadions during the time 
that Colonel Coote and major Carmc 
O 3 were 
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were at Patna, from the following ori¬ 
ginal papers* 

Extract of a Letter from the Nabob to 
Mr. Vjpifittart. Secerned April 12, 
1761. 

'* rpH ROUGH the mitigations of 
A th e d ifaifectcd, the ties of friend - 
flaip are broke between the major and 
me. He gives me fuch orders, as it is 
not in my power to comply with, and 
will not lilten to the im fiver > ! make 
him. For feveral days it has been re¬ 
ported, tliat the Shah will march from 
hence, and the Major told me to-day, 
that he would accompany lum to the 
CuiTumnafla, and de tired, 1 would let 
Mharajah Ramnaratn proceed with him, 
and that 1 Would give the Shalt two 
lacks of rupees more for his way charges * 
I replied, that Mharajah R am n a rain was 
the commander of this country i and 
that it was needfary he fhould hay to 
regulate the affairs. 


Extract 
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Exir^B of a Letter from the Nabob to Mr. 

Van fit tart. Rtcthed April 2$, 1761. 

« t Before heard of the imprudence 

A. and evil intentions of Rimnardn ; 
but finer my arrival at Patna, I bat e 
Teen nothing but his bafenefs and deceit; 
and therefore major Carnac is difpleafed 
with me, and has lent me iuch mdiages 
by Mr. Lufliington, as it is not in mi- 
power to comply with. Till this time, 
i did not think it neceiTary to acquaint 
you with the whole affair j but the bu- 
fmefs is now going out of my hand 
and through the wickcdnefs of my ene¬ 
mies, my affairs will be ruined. It is 
neceflary for me to acquaint you with 
all the particulars, and to defire your 
advice. 

From what the Major wrote me, I 
imagine lie is difplealed, in doled I 
fend you two of his letters for your pe- 
ruial. 1 am much furprized, that tho’ 
you wrote to the gentlemen to be in 
fricn dihip with me, and follow my ad¬ 
vice, yet they ad in luch manner, that 
Q 4 I have 
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I have no power over my own Naibi 
and then what other bufinds can I car¬ 
ry on ? Now Colonel Coote is comings 
and major Carnac is on good terms with 
him, doubtlefs you have properly re- 
prdented to him, that according to the 
firft agreement, whoever remains in this 
province, on the part of the Company, 
is to be my ally, and ail agreeably to my 
deli re. Take care that what regulations 
I think proper to make in this province, 
may he consented to by the gentlemen, 
or elfe give me orders to deliver the af¬ 
fairs of the province into their hands." 

ExtraA of a Lttter from the Nabob to 
Mr , Vanfittart, Rtcohed April -o, 
1761. 

** "YTOU acquaint me, that I mull reft 
fattsfied, and put an end to the 
bufinefs, and that I muft not he under 
any apprehenfions of others. Before my 
arrival here, I underload, that die af¬ 
fairs of the province were ruined, and 
that Ramnarain ailed contrary to mv in- 
tcrcil } but jincc my arrival, I have been 


T ranftiftkns in Bengal, lot 

an eye-witneis of it. Ramnarain, by 
his deceits, ha* brought the Major over 
to his imereft, and it was through his 
representations* that the Major fent Mr. 
Luihington fo often to me, to defire l 
would give him leave to depart. Ram- 
naraln, well knowing that the Major 
accompanied the Shah, was defirous of 
going with him, becauie his paying the 
money due from him, and giving me an 
account of his conduct, would be de¬ 
layed by that means/' 

JLxtraEl of a Letter from the Nabob ta 
Mr-Van lit tart- Received ]unc 15,1761. 

“ OU have feveral times wrote me 



1 to procure a funnud for the Su- 
bahdarree. In conlequence of your let¬ 
ters, 1 drew up an add refs to his Ma- 
jefty, when he had intentions of pro¬ 
ceeding to Dcliy with his royal itandardj 
and I wanted to prefen t it, and get it 
ligned by his Majefty; but Colonel 
Cootc would not con fent to it, and 
therefore I deferred it/’ 


Exlrjei 
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Extract of a Letter from the Nabob to 
Mr. VanLttart. Received Juno 16,1761. 

« rpHE ft ate of affairs here is as 
JL follows. You were pi eaten to 
intimate to me, that l ftiould examine 
the accounts of Mharajah Ramnarain; 
in conicqucnce of which, I appointed 
Mhliraiall Rajebullub to examine the 
Clid accounts in the prefence of Colonel 
Coote; and feat word to Mharajah Ram¬ 
narain of the resolution taken by the 
council; he replied, that he would con- 
fider upon it, and give an anfvvcr; and 
for four or five days, Mharajah Raje- 
bullub constantly attended the Colonel, 
in order to examine the papers. Yefter- 
day Ramnarain made this anfwcr to the 
Colonel; “ 1 will not oppofe the order 
of the council, and now, that you fay, 
the Nabob is my in after, I will attend 
upon and confer with him/’ Lad night 
the Colonel came to my tent, and told 
me, that he had received no orders from 
the council for the di ("million of Ram¬ 
narain ; that 1 might make a Jcrutiny 

into 
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into his accounts, and if he was con¬ 
victed of any mi&onduct, and the coun¬ 
cil's orders fhould authorize it, he fhould 
be dilmified, but without this, it could 
by no means be done : and Mr. Watts 
came to me with Rajebullub in the name 
of the Colonel, and prop0fed the con¬ 
firmation of Camgar Cawn, with many 
other demands, and feud fevers] unbe¬ 
coming things, whfeh 1 think not fit to 
repeat; in fhort, r have no power in 
any one affair of the government. The 
Colonel ddlred me to go into tile * Kd- 
lah. How can I go to the Kell ah with¬ 
out any authority, and whilft my enemy 
is in full pofleflion ? When I talk of go¬ 
ing to Moorfhedabad, he replies, that 
Shuja Dow la is at hand, and adds, that 
I pay no regard to his words : I anfwer, 
” In the name of God, in what inilancc 
have 1 been, or am I deficient ? Do you 
take the provinces of Bengal and Bahar 
into your own hands, and make me ac¬ 
countable for all that I have received 
thefe feven months pall." But nothing I 

fay 
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fay is complied with; I have no reliance 
on any one but you* and none elfe can 
conduct my affairs. There is a juil de¬ 
mand on Mharajah Rainnarain of targe 
films, on account of the tail four years. 
If I make an enquiry into his accounts, 

I (hall receive a large fupply of money j 
not with landing this, I remain here wea¬ 
ried out, and involved in vexations. The 
army murmurs on account of the dear- 
nefs of grain, and fhe fubje&s are re¬ 
duced, by their dilbrdtrs, to the moil 
fatal extremities. This * wretch tits 
here fomenting diflentions, and giving 
my life and fortune a prey to my leepoys. 
For God's fake let not go my hand in 
the middle of the fea, but ailid me as 
you have always done; and write, in the 
moil prefHng terms, to the Colonel, and 
fend an order of the council, that he 
eppofe not the removal of the Naih of 
this place, and leave the country now in 
my hands. After this, 1 will finiih all 
the accounts. 

* Rjmnuaiji. 


Ex tra^l 
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Extract of a Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee (Mejicurs Vanfmart, Amyatt, 
Ellis and Sumner) to Colonel Coote, 
June t8, 1761. 

«' TTtTH hope your advice has had 
VV iome effect upon Ramnaram. 

It feemSi however, by his delays in fet¬ 
tling accounts upon the footing directed 
in our joint letter to yourfelf and Mr. 
M'Gwire, dated the 17th of laft month, 
that he is endeavoring, by evading the 
delivery of his accounts, to preferve 
his own authority of the Subahfhip, 
and prevent the Nabob from collect¬ 
ing any money. It is neither equita¬ 
ble nor expedient to fuffer any more 
of the revenues to be loit 1 but while 
the old accounts arc under examina¬ 
tion. let the Nabob place his own peo¬ 
ple to colled all the growing rents, and 
to call the Zemindars to account fur 
their balances; and let Ramnarain’s 
power be fufpended until his accounts 
are fettled ; and a computation of the 
rents tranfmitted us, with the Nabob'* 

propo- 
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propofols, for our determination, as de¬ 
li red in our before-mentioned letter. 

The fpeedy execution of this is the 
more neceffary, as our only dependence 
for fupplying the army with money is 
from the Nabob's balance of about eight 
lacks, which we have deli red him to pay 
to die chief and council at Patna; but 
which, in his letter to the Prefident re¬ 
ceived lull night, he Jays it is impoffiMe 
for him to do, or indeed to pay his own 
troops, until his Aumildars are put in 
pofieffion of the growing revenues, and 
he is fully fupported in calling Rainna- 
rain to an account for his ad numeration, 
as well as colle&ing the balances due 
from the Zemindars. He adds in the 
fame letter, “ i have not now the power 
of collecting a (ingle rupee.” 

I n another letter received at the fame 
time, and of which in doled is a copy, 
he fpcaks of an application made to him 
in behalf of Cam gar Cawn, and other 
recommendations of the fame nature : 
he complains til the unbecoming man¬ 
ner in which thefc applications have been 

made j 
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made; and reprefects the had effects 
fuch pro ted: jo ns have upon his autho¬ 
rity. As he leaves us in the uncontroul- 
ed poiteiTion of the countries made over 
to the Company, fo neither ought we 
<0 interfere in his difpofition of thole 
remaining under his juriiai&ioii; nor 
indeed, is it confident with the treaty 
fvibfifling between the Nabob and die 
Company, or the good government of 
the country. You will he pica led to let 
the Nabob fettle all the affairs of his de¬ 
pendence as he thinks fit; and only grant 
him, upon his application, fuch mili¬ 
tary afFifhnee as he may require, and 
the ftate of our army permit." 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob t§ Mr. 

Van fit tart. Dated June 16, 1761. 

« Q INCH the arrival of Col. Coate, 

O agreeably to your directions, tf- 
teeming his will worthy ol my princi¬ 
pal attention, and regarding our mutual 
friendfliip, I hive never been deficient 
In ad ting agreeably thereto. Alter his 
arrival here, he fpoke to me in the fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing manner concerning the King's 
affairs ; “ that as long as he ihould remain 
here, I Ihould content to allow him a 
lack of rupees monthly for hiscxpences; 
and that when he Ihould go to Ddlv, I 
lliould confent to difmifs him with twelve 
lacks of rupees and a few troops." Thefe 
articles, for the Colonel's fatisfadtion, I 
was under a neceflity of confcnting to ; 
and I went to his Majuhy, and told him 
l would be anfwerablc for thefe condi¬ 
tions ; but he would not content to it. 
Afterwards the Colonel directed me to 
pay, belides what I before gave him, 
fifty thousand rupees. Agreeable there¬ 
fore to the Colonel’s deiirc, I gave him 
the fittl fum by the means of JVlharajah 
Ramnarain, bolides what I paid before. 
His Majefty made no flay here, but de¬ 
termined to proceed toDelly* and is now 
on his march that way. When his Ma- 
jufty was departing, 1 fpoke to the Co¬ 
lonel concerning the obtaining of the 
funnud; but he was not i’atisfkd, and 
forbad me, I was under a neceflity of 
it cq me fang in his plcnfure, and deferred 
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it, nor mentioned it again. Roy Shka- 
broy, who is appointed for the negotia¬ 
tion of affairs at hi sMaj city’s court, always 
endeavors to throw things into confu- 
lion : I frequently deftred the Colonel 
to dil'mifs him as an incendiary, and ap¬ 
point another in his plaee, hut lie would 
not Men to it. Ever lince the Colonel 
came here, to this time, I have regard¬ 
ed what he faid and directed, as of the 
grente(1 importance; and have done every 
thing according to his will, in order to 
gain his friendship; l have looked upon 
every thing he faid as of the greatefl: 
confequcnce* making it a principal point 
to eftablUh a friendfliip between us, and 
to gain his affedtion. According to the 
rules of friendihip, I have obferved all 
the cultoms and forms in entertainments 
of eating and reciprocal vifirs more at¬ 
tentively and more heartily with him, 
than 1 ever did with any other per fori. 
In every rdpedt, I have done every thing 
to pleafe and fatisfy him, and entered in¬ 
to mutual engagements with him ; not- 
withftanding which behavior, he has 
Vol. I, P not 
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not conicntcd to a Tingle thing that I 
have requeued of him. Agreeably to 
what you wrote to me formerly concern¬ 
ing Mharajah Rairtnarain's affairs, I 
fpokc to the Colonel, and at his recom¬ 
mendation appointed Mharajah Rajcbnl- 
lub to examine the accounts. Golaum 
Alice Cawn, and the faidMharajah, went 
backwards and forwards to the Kell a for 
fifteen or iixtecn days together; but 
Ramnarain neither gave them a fingte 
paper, nor a writer to attend them. Af¬ 
terwards the Colonel came and faid to 
me, ** We Europeans do not umter- 
fland the country accounts, I will Tend 
M ha raj ah Ramnarain to you ; he lhall 
not be difmiffed, but you may examine 
his accounts yourfclf. , ‘ This I would 
not content to; nevcrthelefs, the next 
day he Tent him to me, contrary' to my 
will, with Mr. Watts. Since that day, 
to the prelent moment, he (Ramnarain) 
,protra&F the time in going backwards 
and forwards, and fixing the time for 
preparing his papers, but he has not pro¬ 
duced a Qngle paper, nor paid a fmgle 

cowry. 
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cowry, nor delivered over the charge of 
a rupee's worth of the country. Tho' 
I have complained, no one would liften 
to me, nor give me redr eft. Ever lince 
my arrival here, the English ieepoys 
have been Rationed at the gates of the 
city, and would not permit my people 
to pads and re pal's* Mr. McGwire being 
fame what indifpofed, 1 went to fee him 
at the factory i and from thence I went 
to the Colonel, and tat down and con¬ 
ferred with him. He deiired, that on 
Tuefday the j 2th of Zcckaada, I would 
go into the Kelts, and on Friday the 
j 5th, caufe the Cootba to be read, and 
ficcas (truck in the name of his Majcfty. 
This i agreed to, and returned home. 
When the officers of my troops heard 
that I was going into the Kclla, they 
represented, that they Should have fre¬ 
quent octillion to come to me, in order 
to lay their requclls and petitions before 
me } and that till the Ieepoys, £c c . were 
taken off, they could not pa ft and repats 
without interruption j that when Meer 
Mahomed Jutiier Alice Cawn, and Na- 
P £ fir-ooU 
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iir-ool-raoolk, deceaied, relidcd in the 
Kella, the ieepoy guards were not upon 
the gates i and that till they were taken 
oft', they ftiould not be able to pais; 
confi dering, therefore, that the feepoys 
were men oflow difpofkion, frequently 
oppolmg men of credit in palling, and 
prefenting their pieces to them, and that 
many of my people were proud and 
haughty, fo that difptites might arife, 
and dill urban c&s be created; I therefore 
wrote a letter to the Colonel, requeuing 
he would take off the feepoys from the 
gates, and that then I would go to the 
Kell a. Upon the receipt of this letter, 
which contained no more than what 1 
have here mentioned, the Colonel was 
very angry, and flew into lhdi a pafnon, 
that he laid he would fend for the King 
again * and told Golaum Alice Cawn, 
who was then prefent, that he would 
not take the guards off the gates, and 
thaf I might lend troops to drive them 
Since the day the Colonel arrived 
here, he ha:, declared to me, that I muft 
comply with every thing that he fhall 

rct,om-f 
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recommend ; and, accordingly, he has 
fince told me in peribn, and by mefliiges 
brought by Mr. Watts and Sheik Cu- 
maul, that “ I mu ft appoint Nundcuo- 
mar to the Fougedarree of Hoogly, give 
the government of Purnea to the fon of 
Alice Cooley Cawn, re/lore Mnzuffcr 
Allee (who plundered Nafir-oo]-moo Ik's 
jewels to the amount of eight lacks of 
rupees) to the Zemindarree of Carrack- 
poor, reftore Camgar Cawn to the Zc- 
mindarrce of Mey, and regulate the 
Zemindarrecs of Radihay and Dinage- 
poor, according to his pleafure.” Tlio' 
I dehred the Colonel to appoints Mut- 
tafeddee, to examine the accounts of my 
eight months government, and fet me 
free, he would not liften to it. All my 
J topes of reliance are on your friendlhip 
and attachment to your engagements. 
This is the only confutation I have un¬ 
der my prefcnt afflictions i it is the de¬ 
pendence I have upon your word that 
keeps me alive, without this, it would 
be impoflible to furvive them. My hopes 
were, from the revenues of this pro- 
P J vintc, 
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vincc, to pay my debt to the Company# 
and reduce the number of my forces j 
but nothing is yet done, I apprehend 
the feepoys will affcmble, as in Meer 
Jatfier Alice Caw n s lime* and put my 
life in danger, and bring fliame and dif- 
honor upon my family. In the eight 
months of my government, I have fearce 
had leifure to drink a little water, I have 
not had a minute's time to eat or enjoy 
ilcep. The four months that I have been 
here, involved in troubles, I have not 
enjoyed the leal! happindV, except in 
the confidence I have in yourfricnchhip. 
My ihame and di{honor are comp Seated, 
and I have no one to complain to but 
you } I hope you will fpeedily write me 
in what manner I can extricate myfelf 
from thefe difficulties, and eftablith my 
credit and reputation* Every particular 
of what I have now wrote has befallen 
me, God is my witnefs, and Mr. 
M'Gwire is acquainted with every cir-* 
cunvftances. I am iorry that you, who 
are my patron, and the partaker of my 
aftiiftions, thou Id at this time be at fuch 

a di fiance. 
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a dtfiance, and that fo much tune fhould 
be taken up in writing and receiving let¬ 
ters* The rains are come on, and the 
feepoys wages daily increaie. The af¬ 
fairs of the country fall every day into 
greater eonfuiion, and every thing con¬ 
tributes to make my life a burthen to 
me - r my hopes arc in your favor, for 
God's fake make no delay 1 if you do, 
my affairs are utterly ruined. Now this 
remains that you, who are concerned in 
my welfare, come here yourfelf, or fend 
for me to relate my ibrrows to you* 

In the Nabob x envn Hand. 

All affairs here are at an end, and the 
ruinous fituation of my affairs, at this 
place, has rendered my cafe defperate. I 
have wrote to you every particular, and 
hope from your benevolence, that you 
will cotifider every fyliable, and fpeedi- 
ly rcdrefs my complaints. 


P 4 
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ExtraSt of a Letter from the Nabob to 
Mr . Vanfittart. Dated June 17, 1761. 

Y E STERDAY I feat you by die 
A means of Mr, M'Gwire a letter, 
containing all the news, the contents of 
which you will underftand. La ft night 
Colonel Cootc made an entertainment 
for the Dutch, and was making merry. 
His guards were ftationed all round the 
Kella. About twelve at night Mhara- 
jah Ramnarain collefted his people to¬ 
gether, and fent word to the Colonel, 
that 1 had got my troops in readinefs to 
attack the Kella in the morning, and 
that I would fparc neither of them. The 
Colonel, being deceived by the fnsre, 
got his people ready. My Hire arras 
brought me intelligence of it, but I gave 
no credit to it. This morning Mr. Watts 
entered my private apartment, which is 
near the Zenana, calling out, " Where 
is the Nabob ?" and then ftopt. After 
him Colonel Coote, in a great paftion 
with his horfemen. Peons, Seepoys and 
others, with a cocked piftol in each 

hand, 
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hand, came fwearing * into my tcnt.lt 
fo happened, that 1 was alleep in the 
Zenana, and none of my guards were 
prefent. How thall I expreis the unbe¬ 
coming manner in which the Colonel 
went about from tent to tent, with thir¬ 
ty-fivehorfemen and twohundredfeepoys, 
calling out, " Where is the Nabob r l ‘ 
He left fome of his people at the Ze¬ 
nana and Dcwanconna, and went towards 
the fouth tent. The eunuch of the 
Serai and Mr. Watts prevented his en¬ 
tering, laying, the Nabob is afleep, and 
this is the private tent of the Zenana. 
The Colonel returned, and proceeded 
through my whole a any , and feeing c- 
very one without arms, or any prepara¬ 
tions, went back to the KeVla. This 
bale -f man is ungrateful, treacherous, 
and intent only on milchief; and to fup- 
port fuch a wicked man, who has not 
any fear of God. and has even forgot 
himfclf, is to give caufc for continual 
animofities. This you never fufpefted. 

He 


* 'Tlit original is, uttering Gid'-dfmmtts. 
I Rumuarain. 
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He is arrived at this pitch now, and 
God knows what lengths he will go to 
hereafter. In the beginning of the night, 
unknown to me, he ft ruck iiccas, to fhow 
his own zeal, and be before hand with 
me, and palled them. At midnight he 
fet on foot this difturbance. I appeal to 
Vtrnr judgment, what fliame and dif- 
grace the news of this event will bring 
upon me in the minds of my enemies 
and equals, from this place to the bounds 
of Hmdoftan : a lofs of honor is not to 
be retrieved. You have feverat times 
wrote me with great aiTunim.es of friend- 
ihip, that the Englilh troops were mine, 
and under my command. The mcaneft 
wretches would not have behaved a_s theft: 
people have done. In what manner will 
my troops behave to me, after feeing 
thefe tilings? Notwithilandingall the care 
I have taken, and frill continue to take, 
it is impofiiblc for me to prevent this 
traitor trom breeding diften turns, and 
giving my life and honor to the winds. 
If you arc determined to countenance 
him, my buftneft is at an end j you rnay 

then 
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then invefl him with the Subahftiip, and 
I fhall be contented with the continu¬ 
ance of your friendship alone. If you 
approve of continuing me in the Subah- 
Blip, fend orders without delay for his 
difmiffi on, and an enquiry into Ids ac¬ 
counts. There is great danger in delay, 
and it will tend to my detriment. If thk 
traitor is allowed the leaft occasion or op¬ 
portunity, like a fnake half killed, he 
will never leave off his venom or inve¬ 
teracy, but will throw every thing into 
coniulion, and then all your endeavors 
will prove ineffectual; there is an end 
to every thing. It is now the time to 
give me a definitive anfwer, and to fend 
exprefs orders upon this fubjedr to the 
gentlemen, who have been, and are the 
dupes of his craft and deceit. As it was 
incumbent on me, I have now told you 
every thing; the reft I leave to you and 
your refutations. 


ExIraSi 
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Ext raff of a Letter from Mr ♦ M'Gwire 
to Mr. Vjjifittart. Dated June ij, 
ij6 i * 


** rpHIS morning I forwarded you 
a letter received laft night from 
hh Excellency, anti this will inclofe a- 
nother, at which your fur prize will not 
be greater than mine was, when the 
Nabob fent me advice of the treatment 
he had met with this morning from the 
Colonel. In my letter yefferday, I offered 
it as my opinion, either immediately to 
have Ramnarain diimiiTed, or to come 
yourfeif to fettle matters here, other wife 
the poor Nabob muff fall. I have not heard 
any thing from the Colonel concerning 
this affairs or of his motives, further 
than that he exp re fled himfelf yefferday 
dif&dsfied with the Nabob, for fending 
him word, that he would not coin the 


ficcas, or read the Cootba, till the guards 
were taken off the city gates. But no 
doubt he will write the account of his 
proceedings, and give you reafons for 
his condudt I torefaw ip ibme degree 

the 
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the bad conferences of giving fuch am¬ 
ple powers to your commanders in chief. 
Few men can brook the lofing any part 
of the authority wherewith they are 
veiled ; and fewer (till, who can fup- 
port that authority with moderation. It 
you cannot come yourfcll, as I find the 
gentlemen at Madras will not lend the 
regiment,- have not you the power to 
recall him, and confine the Major to 
military operations only ? I am perfua- 
ded, this * Gentoo Rajah has laid a 
trap, into which the Colonel has fal¬ 
len, by raifmg a report, that the Nabob 
intended to attack the city as lail night. 
However, when the Colonel arrived at 
his tents this morning, there was not 
even his cuftomary guard there i and as 
there were not the leaf! grounds or ap¬ 
pearances of hollility on his Excellency's 
part, the engagement is deferred till a- 
notlier opportunity, I have lent the 
Nabob word, to hear with his treatment 
a few days longer till your anfwer arrives, 
and not to take any hafty determination 

thereon. 
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thereon, that you will certainly bear 
him through ; but he apprehends daily 
in fulls from his own people, now they 
find he is infulted publickly by the Eng* 
lilli, by whom they were before kept in 
fame awe. If you find yourfelf unable 
to carry the Nabob through his prefent 
difficulties, let the Rajah be declared 
Subah j and let this mifcrable great man 
return inglorious, difgrated, and delpi- 
fed to Moorfhedabad, there to enjoy a 
iingle day of quiet, to which he has been 
an entire ftranger ever tinec his arrival 
here. 

I am told the Rajah if ruck ficcas 
yefterday in the Mint; if fo (and I ef- 
teem my authority good) it is plain that 
he is certain of fucceeding to tire go* 
vernment of this place, for he had not 
permiifion from the Nabob to aft in this 
manner. 

His Excellency's Moonface is juft ar¬ 
rived : I alked him the purport of the 
letter he wrote the Colonel. He fays 
it amounted tn this ; 41 That he would 
come into the Kella agreeable to appoint¬ 
ment, 
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merit, but that his Zemindars would not 
acquieice thereto, until our guards were 
taken off of the city gates, that they 
might have liberty to enter and go out 
when they thought proper ; that this 
being granted, he would enter the Kclla, 
and then and there ftrike the iiccas, and 
read the Cootba/' But as the Nabob 
will tr an fruit you a copy of the letter, I 
refer you to it. 

I will now fuppole the Nabob to 
have refufed complying with the ftrike- 
ini' the iiccas, and reading the Cootba, 
as all edged again ft him (but before this 
comes to hand you will know to the 
contrary, by his having previous to this 
lent orders to Moorlhedabad, Dacca, 6 cc. 
to ftrike the ficcas on the 25th of this 
moon, being a lucky day, and of thefc 
his intentions he has wrote the King)* 
Was this a reafon for the Colonel's going 
armed to his tent ? or has he authority 
to aft in this manner unnoticed ? Should 
lie not have complained of the Nabob s 
having broke his promife to him, that 
the board might take notice of his be¬ 
havior ? 
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tuivior ? May not the Nabob with juf- 
tice lay, that tie has pure haled a flick 
to break his own head ? In Ihort, Sir, it 
appears plainly to me, that the board 
meets with more infult from this flep 
than the Nabob, who throws himfelf on 
them for protection- 

Had the Nabob formed the defign 
of forcibly taking podcllion of the city, 
could we not have had Hire arras, to 
have given the carl sell intimations of his 
firft motions to this proceeding, without 
the Colonel's taking it for granted, and 
going, with two companies of feepoys, 
and a troop of ho rib, to the Nabob’s 
tents, two gurries before the day broke ? 

The Nabob continues to rcqueil you 
will give his letters a careful perufal, 
without fhowing them to your Moon- 
ihee," 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. McGwire to 
Mr. Vanfittart. Dated June 18, 1761. 

“ T Wrote you lafl night to enclofe 
an account from his Excellency, 
lotting forth the lituution he was in, and 

the 
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the conduct of the Colonel towards him. 
This evening I was favored with a viiit 
from the Colonel, in which he gave me 
the whole account, declaring, that the 
Nabob took every Hep, he could think 
of, to render the ferviccs he propofed 
doing him of no effeft ; that they had 
agreed, at their lail meeting, to flrike 
the ficcas, and read the Cootba, as to¬ 
morrow; that the Nabob was to come 
into the city and live there; and that he 
propofed doing every thing, the Nabob 
could with, to render him eafy; and, 
in confequcnce of this agreement, he, 
as well as the Nabob, bad wrote circu¬ 
lar letters of their intentions; that he 
was {in-prized, in Head of finding the 
Nabob refolute in this agreement, to re¬ 
ceive a letter from him* fetting forth, 
he would not come into the city, till 
he had taken off the feepoy guards; and 
about the fame time he received intel¬ 
ligence, that his Excellency had a con- 
fidtation with his Jemtnatdars; and that 
he had further rcafons to believe he in¬ 
tended to wile his forces, and attack 
Vol. I. CL the 
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the city j that he had taken the necel- 
ftiry precautions, the night before, to 
prevent any fuch delign taking place; 
and in the morning went himlelf to fee 
the Nabob (taking with him his troop) 
to let him and his forces know, that he 
was not to be terrified, I obferved to 
him, that the Nabob intended to keep 
to his agreement ; but his Jemmardars 
were are rib to it, tin Id’s they might 
come in, and go out, when they thought 
proper* lie replied, he was lo far from 
hindering them, that he had contented 
to put fbme of the Nabob’s people Chow- 
keys on the gate, together with his own ; 
that the intention of keeping thofeChow- 
keys there, was to keep out the rabble 
of his army. To-morrow was the day 
fixed upon for (biking the iiccas ; and 
whilft the Colonel remained here, Mr. 
Watts arrived with a rneflage from die 
Nabob, to whom I underhand the Co¬ 
lonel lent him, with fome terms of ac¬ 
commodations, as I imagine; for after 
a private conference in my chamber, he 
told him when he came out, to return 

to 
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to the Nabob, and know if he would 
ftrike the iiccas to-morrow. Here you 
have all I know of the matter." 

Copy af a bitter from the Nabob /a Cs- 
kntf Coote. June 15, 1761 *„ 

“ TT was agreed, that on Tuefday, 
A the 12th of the month Zeecada, I 
ihoLihl enter the Kella, and publish with 
yotir concurrence the Cootba, and bcca.% 
in the name of his facred and high Ma- 
jeftyj conformably thereto, I was re¬ 
folded upon going to the Kella. The 
Riffaladars and Jcmmatdars, with me, 
hearing of this, represented to me, that 
from the continuance of the guards of 
feepoys, at the gates of the city, their 
palling and repalling would be obltruCt- 
ed ; that in die time of the Nabob Jai- 
fier Alice Cawu, and the Nabob Naiir- 
ool-moolk, decealcd, it never happened, 
that Telingas had the guard of the gates 
of the city, and that till thofe guards 
were taken off they would not go. Far 
Q_2 this 

* Referred to in the Nabob's and Mr. M e Gwirr*i 

Letters, 
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this reafon 1 trouble you, that St is ne- 
tefliry to takeoff thcTelingas from the 
gates of die city, that I may go to the 
Kella, and attend with you to the publi¬ 
cation of the Cootba and ike as : and tbefe 
people, a& they deli re, may have free 
ingrefs and egrets to and from me.” 

Judging it abfolutely necefTary to 
put a flop, as foon as puiTible, to fuch 
dangerous animofities, as teemed to 
threaten die country with a new war, 

I loll m time in laying before the coun¬ 
cil, the representation l had received of 
this infult offered the Nabob, by Colo¬ 
nel Coote, and requeued them to apply 
an effectual remedy to fuch d it orders* 
The following is a copy of my letter de¬ 
livered into council, the 26th of June, 

Gentlemen, 

"IT is with the uttnoft concern I 

X lay before you two letters, receiv¬ 
ed luff night from the Nabob, contain¬ 
ing a detail of Ibme late occurrences at 
Patna, which Ilrve to fhew how much 
the prei’ent happy tranquility of ihefe 

provinces 
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provinces is threatened by the etTe&s of 
the violent prejudices, which were taken 
up foon after the late Nabob Jaffier Al¬ 
ice Cawn religned his government, and 
have been fo induftrioufly propagated 
ever lines. 

The urgency of the prefent circum- 
fiances, will not allow me time to enter 
into a detail of the feveral fadts, which, 
when coDtdcd, wilt ihcw the truth of 
what I have above aflerted j inch a de¬ 
tail thall be my next work; and I will 
engage to prove, that thole prejudices 
arc the foundation of the prefent dan¬ 
gers. But firft let ns endeavor, as far as 
in us liesj to remedy the difordcr, and 
guard again!! thefc dangers. 

I say as far as in us lies, becaufe our 
future orders may perhaps be as little 
regarded as our pal!. If the officers 
commanding our troops had attended 
to the Inftrudtions we font them, the 
difputes at Patna had not continued till 
this time, nor been carried to fo dange¬ 
rous a length. 


CL! 
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Ramnaraim the Naib, or deputy of 
that province, has been ever remarka¬ 
ble for his capacity in the arts and in¬ 
trigues of this country. He footi dii- 
covered how many had taken up preju¬ 
dices again it die prefent Nabob Ctdiim 
Alice Cawn, and who they were; he 
had a long account to fetde of his three 
or four years admin i ft rati on; and fought, 
with too much fuccefs, to engage fuch 
as he knew to be already beaded again ft 
the Nabob, to fupport him in refufing 
or evading the rendering an account of 
his administration. 

Com pleat tranflations of the Na¬ 
bob’s two letters fhall be laid before 
you at our next meeting. As yet they 
have pafled under no eyes but my own ; 
becaufe I think it highly neceilary wc 
/hould conceal, as much as polnblc, from 
the world, the extreme ill ufege which 
the Nabob has received. Thanks to his 
moderation, and his entire dependence on 
our juftke and good faith, the open hof- 
tiJities, which feem to have been intend¬ 
ed, were for that time avoided; what he 
- may 
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may have been forced to* before now, is 
a fubjecl in my mind of much uncalmets. 

The moft material circumftanees of 
the Nabob's letter are tbefe following. 
(Here follows a recital of them agreea¬ 
ble to the contents of the letter already 
entered.) 

THis, gentlemen, is the fubftanee of 
the Nabob's letter, dated the 161I1 of 
June. The other, of the 17th, con¬ 
tains the relation of a fadt, yet more I’ur- 
prifing and alarming. (Here follows the 
account of Colonel Cootc's behavior, in 
the Nabob's camp, as related in the Na¬ 
bob's fccond letter already entered.) 

This* gentlemen, is thefadlas relat¬ 
ed in the Nabob's fccond letter, to w hich 
he adds a ftrong representation of the 
ill effedts, which fuch an affront put up¬ 
on him, mull have on his reputation in 
all parts of India, and even among his 
own people j and he concludes* with re¬ 
quiring juft ice to be done him, 

N o account of this affair is yet ar¬ 
rived from the Colonel; but along with 
the Nabob's letters 1 received one from 
Ct 4 Mr. 
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Mr. McGwire, dared the 17th ; and a- 
nother of the 18th, is juft tome to hand. 
Copies of fudi parts of rhef’e as relate 
to this affair I have annexed hereunto ; 
and as l regard that gentleman always 
as a member of the Board, and of the 
Seled Committee, J think fomc regard 
is to be had to his opinion upon the 
ftate of affairs on the (pot where he is, 
notwichftanding the Colonel's refufal 
to be guided by, or even to reply to the 
inflruftions we addxelTed to him and Mr. 
M'Gwire jointly. 

That gentleman has however tranf- 
mitted me, front time to time, accounts 
of what ha* been palling at Patna; and 
observed to me in two or three different 
letters, that he fufpe&cd, from the ma¬ 
ny unreafonable applications made to the 
Nabob, and from other circumftances, 
that there was a fettled and fixed ckiign 
of bringing things to an extremity. 1 
mull own, that feme of the meafures^ 
taken here, and which £ha]l be partita- 
hrbwd in the Narrative I propofe to lay 
before you, feetned to favor fuch an opi¬ 
nion; 
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nioti i yet I could never bring rnyfelf to 
believe, that prejudice could hurry men fb 
far, as to make them csirdefs of the pre- 
fen t happy tranquility of thefe provinces 
in genera], and of the Company's valua¬ 
ble poffdhons 1 and defirous of putting 
thefe bleilings, and the lives of tboulands 
to rilk, by opening a feene of freili trou¬ 
bles, which could not fail to fucceed the 
going to war with the Nabob without 
reafon, and without provifion made for 
the better regulation of the government 
after his death or cxpulfion, fuppofing 
one of thefc to be the confequcnce of 
our taking up arms again if him, as it 
probably would, Befidcs thefe reflec¬ 
tions, another con fide rat ion prevented 
my giving credit to there being really 
foch a defign, and which indeed would 
have led me to hold the defign, and the 
authors, in contempt, if I could have 
perfuaded myfclf Inch did cxifl; I mean 
the repeated orders of the Seled Com¬ 
mittee to the commanding officer of the 
army to fupport and afiift the Nabob, 
which I thought futFicient to prevent any 

bad 
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bad effeds, But this affair is grown more 
i'enous than I could have imagined. 

When I eonfider the frequent repre- 
fe rotations made to the Board, both by 
Major Carnac and Colonel Coote, of fhe 
little tervtees to be expedted from the 
Nabob’s troops ; that he was incapable 
even of calling an ordinary Zemindar to 
account without our affiftmnce j when I 
caniSdcr alfo, that not only the city of 
Patna, but all the reft of the frontiers 
of the Nabob's dominions, arc and have 
been ^defended by our troops, as Bcer- 
booiti, Midnapoor and Chittagong, I 
find it almoft impofTible to perfuadc my- 
felf* the Colonel could really think the 
Nabob had a defign to afiault the city ; 
and if he could entertain fuch a thought, 
he Ihould have let the Nabob begin the 
atTault* in which he could not poflibly 
have fucceedcd, and then the whole 
world would have been convinced that 
the Nabob was in the wrong. 

B t whatever might have been the 
Colonel’s defjgn, his tally, as related in 
the Nabob’s fccond letter, was fo con¬ 
ducted. 
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duded, as might naturally have been 
expected to produce foroe diAurbance in 
the Nabob's camp, and of that the im¬ 
mediate conieque nee would have been 
a general engagement between two ar¬ 
mies, which 1 have always regarded as 
ading in concert as ftridt friends and al¬ 
lies : I have laid, gentlemen, and I re¬ 
peat it, that it was owing to the Nabob's 
moderation, and his entire confidence in 
our juilice and good faith, that hoftili- 
ties did not immediately follow this af¬ 
front put upon him. But as I am doubt¬ 
ful what further meafures may have been 
purfued to this time; 

Ido therefore, in the dr (l place, fb- 
lemnly pro tell againft thole whom it may 
concern, for all the bad confluences 
that may enfue before the directions of 
the Board hereupon can reach the army t 
and declare myfelf not accountable for 
the blood that may be fpilt, the diftur- 
bances that may lay walle the country, 
and the Ioffes which the Company in 
particular may fuftain in their poflelhoiis, 
by any meafures which may be purfued 

in 
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in con trad id ion to the orders of the Se¬ 
lect Committee, corroborated and con¬ 
firmed by repeated letters from myfelf 
to the commanders of oar army, to whom, 
as well as to the Nabob, I have conti¬ 
nually recommended reciprocal refpedt 
and friendAiip ; and moderation in all 
differences of opinion. 

And in the next place 1 do propofe, 
and mo A Arenuoully recommend to the 
board, to coinc to fuch resolutions, as 
may beft tend to prevent any danger of 
this an expected kind in future ; and par¬ 
ticularly, that the charge of the army 
may be given to Ibmc officer who will 
obey our orders/' 

This account of the fituation of af¬ 
fairs at Patna being read in the council, 
occasioned very ferious refictfUons j for 
indeed there was great reafon to fear, 
that as Colonel Cootc had proceeded to 
fo great a length again A the Nabob, fomc 
other aggravation would have happen¬ 
ed, and open hoAilities have enfued. 
And a* die King's departure from Patna 
iome days before had made it need left 


to 
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to keep Co large a force there ; therefore 
to prevent further difputes with the Na¬ 
bob, it was determined by the majority, 
that Colonel Coote and Major Carnac 
fhould be ordered down to Calcutta, 
leaving only tour companies of infantry, 
and two battalions of feepoys, under the 
command of captain Carllalre, the icnior 
officer of the Company’s troops there, 
after major Carnac; and that captain 
Carftairs fhould a£t entirely under the 
orders of Mr, M'Guire, the chief of the 
fadfory, Mcffietirs Amyatt and Ellis 
gave it as their opinion, tliat Colonel 
Coote (hould have the choice of coming 
down to Calcutta, or remaining at Patna j 
hut as this would not have removed the 
danger which threatened the province, 
from the ill-will thole gentlemen bore 
againft the Nabob, the motion was over¬ 
ruled by the majority, Mcfiieurs Van- 
Jjttart, Sumner and Smith. 

The foregoing reprefentation of Co¬ 
lonel's Coote 1 - fatly to the Nabob’s camp 
is fudij, as was Immediately tranfmitted 
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by the Nabob. It is juft to in&rt the 
Colonel’s own. account of it. 

Copy of a Letter from Colonel Coote to 
Mr. Van lit tart. Dated ]une 19, 1761. 

*' T N tJie P oftfcri P t of my letter of the 
13 th inflant, I acquainted you of 
the Nabob's having been with me; and 
by the convention I had with him, Ra- 
jebullub and Golam Alice Cawn that 
day, I had all the reafon to expcS, that 
I ftiould !bon have his affairs fettled to 
the fasisfafidon of every body, and my 
own credit. I likewife informed you, 
of his agreeing to proclaim the King 
this day. He alked me, whether it 
would not be proper for him to come 
into the ktlla on this occasion ? I told 
him, it was a very proper ftep, and what 
I had long wifhed for, as by that means 
I could be oftener with him than my 
health would permit me now. Upon 
which, he (aid he would come in on 
Wednefday the 17th ; and nfleed me, if 
F 11 ? him a vijtt that day upon 
113 arnval ? 1 replied, that I would with 

pleat U re; 
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pkaforc j and that I would likewise wait 
on him the morning he intended pro¬ 
claiming the King, receive a drefs from 
him, and proceed in public with Him to 
the Mofqne i and told him, that as I had 
wrote to alt Zemindars of the country, 
to come in and fettle their accounts with 
him, and had promifed to write to the 
King by the Vakeel, I thought the more 
public we appeared together, it would 
have the greater weight in tnrafadiing 
his affairs ; on this occaiion the Nabob, 
and his attendants above-mentioned, ex- 
preilcd their fatisfadtion in the ilranged 
terms. 

H e then aiked me to have our fec- 
poys taken off the gates of the city. In 
anlwer f told him, it furprized me he 
fhould ilill harp on that fubjedt, as I had 
before given him fufficicnt rcafons of 
their utility ; and added, that thole fee- 
povs were a part of his army, and under 
the command of captain Roberdun, and 
were therefore ready to obey his. orders; 
that the directions i had given captain 
Robertfon were, that they fhould flop 

nobody 
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nobody belonging to the Nabob from 
paiTing and reporting into the city, only 
not to deliver the gates to an armed force 
without my order, and to keep their port 
quiet. That he had himfeLf often de¬ 
clared he had no command over his own 
forces j and that it was very well known, 
that thole very forces had formerly an 
intention (and were near putting it in 
execution) to plunder the city$ that at 
this particular time I had but very few 
troops with me, and therefore, for his 
fecurity as well as my own, I could not 
be too much on my guard. He like- 
wile afkcil me, if he lliould bring in 
fome of his principal people to refide 
with him ? I replied, by all means : 
they then took their leave feemingly ve¬ 
ry well fa ti shed. 

I heard nothing from him after¬ 
wards till the lyth at _night, when he 
lent me by one of his CJmbdar* a let¬ 
ter (thecopy of which f now inclofc you, 
together with others relative to the tranf- 
adtions here) requiring an immediate an- 
hver, 1 he method of his lending the 

later. 
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Setter, ami the purport of it furprifed 
me not a little, and I fern for Golam 
Alice Cawn, who was then in the houfe, 
to come to ray room, and alked him, if 
he knew the purport of die letter I had 
juft received from the Nabob. lie faki, 
that before he left the Durbar, he heard 
there was a letter to be lent ; and by what 
he could find, he thought a very impro¬ 
per one after what had palled at our I aft 
meeting, and wiftied, that the Nabob 
had betteradvifcrs ■ I told him I wilhed 
i"o too, and that I thought it mull appear 
very odd, after 1 had wrote that morn¬ 
ing to the King, and that I had lent 
circular letters to the 'Zemindars, to 
come and fettle their accounts with him 
as Subah, to have the ceremony of pro¬ 
claiming the King performed, in the ca¬ 
pital of the province, by his lervanc, a 
Gentoo, whilft he, a Muffulnian, re¬ 
mained in his camp in the neighbor¬ 
hood. This affair ieeined to me to be of 
fiich confequence, that I dell red to have 
nothing more to do with meflages., but 
deli red to fee himielf next day. When 
Vol, I. R I was 
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I was informed that the Nabob would not 
come i and by intelligence, that he had 
mod of his Jemmaidars in confutation 
with him; 1, at night, fern to captain 
Robertfon, to keep a good Iftok out, and 
fee that no mil'chief was done; and I 
likewife fent Hire arras into his camp, to 
obferve what palled, and bring me an 
account. At midnight I was acquaint¬ 
ed, that their guards were doubled, and 
a great ftir among them. This I find* 
by the following expreflion of Golam 
Alice Cawn, was partly oucaiaoned by 
Cpja Gregory, which he has Cl nee dropt 
in company with Mr, Watts, that he 
was not afraid to tell Coja Gregory, at the 
time he was ordering it, that it would 
be productive of no good, and mail 
give offence to the Colonel. Next morn¬ 
ing, in order to be better acquainted how 
things went, I thought it needtary to 
go with my ufual attendants, to die Na¬ 
bob's tent, to fpeak with him about thole 
matters, and finding he was not up, 1 
departed, leaving Mr, Watts with him, 
to let him know how luuible 1 was of 

hit 
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his ill treatment, having alw ays acted the 
friendly part by him; and that by thcic 
proceedings, he was putting it nut of 
my power to ferve him: I then took 
a tour round his encampment, where I 
found every thing wore the appearance 
of tranquility,” 

Dxtrail of a Letter from Coknel Coote to 
the Governor and Council. Dated ju- 
ly 17, 176 1. 

“ A Few hours before I left Patna, l 
* K had the honor of your letter of 
the 26th of June, together with copies 
of the Nabob's and Mr, M*G wire's let* 
ters to the president; as alfo ex trails 
of the minutes of council. 

As I have not been the firft pcrfon, 
whole actions have been condemned un¬ 
heard, I therefore cannot look upon it as 
a particular misfortune attending me a- 
lone. The Nabob’s di(agreement with 
me, on account of proclaiming die King, 
which Items to be die loiarce of the in¬ 
dignities fliewn me, I ihould have be¬ 
fore now related to the Board, had I 
ft 2 looked 
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looked on it as an affair of any confc- 
quenec to trouble them with j but as a 
common occurrence, I related it in my 
private correspondence with Mr. Van- 
hnan (in mv letter of the \ 9th of June, 
to which I beg leave to refer von) 
whofe weight with the Nabob, as it 
feemed to me, might have been Suf¬ 
ficient to fettle any little points of vari¬ 
ance, But to my great Surprize, the 
moll Scandalous contractions are put 
upon all my aftions, and the greatell 
falsehoods, no looner propagated than 
credited; which word has any weight, 
will evidently appear by the letter be¬ 
fore-mentioned, and what follows. 

On the 16th of June in the evening, 
having had different reports brought me, 
concerning the Nabob's proceedings, I 
told captain Eiicr, 1 intended paying him 
a vifit next morning, to endeavor to fet¬ 
tle: matters with him; and at flipper 
time* defired that gentleman to order the 
trooper?, and my ufual attendants, to be 
ready a little after day-light. About fix 
o clock next morning, 1 let out from 

my 
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my quarters to the Nabob's (which is 
about two cols) with about twenty'five 
European cavalry, and one company of 
fcepoys, which happened, at that time, 
to be a fewer number than nfually at¬ 
tended me, when I went upon public 
vifits i and I lent Mr. Watts on before, 
to let the Nabob know I was coming to 
wait on him. By the time 1 arrived at 
his tents it was nearleven o’clock. The 
Nabob I find accufes me of going. In a 
violent manner, through his tents i on 
the contrary, the place where 1 alighted 
from my horie was near the Durbar 
tent, and the place where I always had 
alighted; and upon teeing Mr, Watte, I 
afked him where the Nabob was ? Who 
replied, he was a deep in his Zenana ; 
and as I had rcaton to iiifpect from my 
intelligence, the laft twenty-four hours, 
that his intentions were not the hell, 1 
therefore alighted, took my pifloh out 
of my holders for my own Hcurity (aj f 
leldom ride with a fword) but declare 
they were not cocked j and I atlirm, that 
I went no further than the Durbar tent, 
R 3 where 
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where I fat down for a little time; till# 
finding the Nabob did not come, I dc- 
fired captain Eifer to order two troopers, 
to ice that no body of troops came in at 
the back part of the tent 1 and I now 
declare, that no one was placed on his 
Zenana. As the Nabob did not come, 1 
went away j and for the reft of this af¬ 
fair, I refer you to my letter to the Pre- 
fident. 

The Nabob further accufes me, of 
haring endeavored to oblige him to make 
up matters with Camgar Cawn, and the 
Cumickpoor Rajah. I declare, I never 
mentioned them to him in any other 
light than that, if he could not by any 
means take them, to make up matters 
with them ; and that I particularly re¬ 
futed to fee their Vackeehj and never had 
any correlpondence with them, but by 
two letters, which I wrote them by the 
Nabob‘s defire; copies of which have 
been tranfinitted to the Prefident. With 
regard to the Dinagepoor people, I was 
petitioned by the Tons of the late Rajah 
(whofe country had been taken from 

them 
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them by the Nabob, after taking a nez- 
zer of ten lacks of rupees) requeuing, 
that I would fpeak with the Nabob in 
their behalf, and deliver their petition to 
him 1 which was all the part l atted 
in that affair. With reipeft to the * Ra¬ 
jah of Rjidlhay, Mr. Barton dcilred 1 
would endeavor to ferve him with the 
Nabob, as he had been fleeced by the 
Royrovan, and his country taken from 
him. 1 accordingly rep re fen ted it to him; 
fmee which reprefentation, that poor 
unhappy man (tho’ ieventy years of age) 
has been tied up by the beds, and flogged 
R 4 with 

* It ought to be remarked, that the per ton, whofe 
fufle rings are here fa pathetically defertbed, was nut 
the Rajah, but Dew<m or Steward to the Raunee 
of Radfhay. This country (the richest in Bengal} 
had been put untiet the infpc&kn of the officer:, nf 
the Durbar, by Jiffer Alice Cm, who manage J 
the (olteQinu jointly with the Driven. In the 
fame date ft now remained. I take notice of thk, 
becaiife it ihewa how great the CnlqneJ'i prejudin. 
Againfl Mecr Coflun were, which enutd malcc him 
fo readily fwullow every Rory told him again ft the 
Nabob ; frnce, in the prefent inRiince, it is plain, 
that he really knew not who the per fun WB, 
whofc caufe he fo icalgufiy efpoijfcd. 
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wirh rattans aim oft to death. This 
ftuK.-k.ing piece of cruelty, not being 
thought Sufficient, he was put in irons, 
and remained in that Jkuation, till Mr. 
ftatibn, thro 1 his humanity, with difficul¬ 
ty, by his intereft, got him freed from 
his fliacklca ; but the poor old man ftill 
continues a prifoner, As to Myrza Kel¬ 
ly Alice, I never mentioned him to the 
Nabob, nor has any body done it by any 
authority from me. The only perlun, 
whofc intereft I urged, was the unhappy 
brother of Mcer Jaffirr, with whom I 
was formerly acquainted, and whom I 
found, on my journey to Patna, at Ra- 
jemahl, ftarving with a large family, I 
begged the Nabob to do fame tiling f or 
him ; and he ordered him one thoufand 
rupees per month, chiefly th rough the 
ititerceffion of RajebuUub, who, by my 
requeft, ufed his intereft on that otca- 
lion ; but time poor man has not profit¬ 
ed by this in the leaft, having hitherto 
not received a finglc rupee. As there 
was a report Ipread, that the Fougedar 
t,f Hoogly was to be turned out, Mr, 

Watts 
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Watts mentioned, in a private difcourfe 
with Rajebullub, that if the Nabob 
would give that poll to Ntmdcomar, it 
might be the means of obliging fame 
gentlemen, whofe friendllup might be 
acceptable to him ; and this was really 
hinted from a friendly view towards the 
Nabob. 

The public char after I was in, o- 
bligcd me to receive petitions, and to 
hear the complaints of every one. I 
therefore could not do lets than inform 
the-Nabob of them; but fmee I found, 
that any applications through me were 
the fare means of hurting the poor peo¬ 
ple who complained (the Nabob having 
declared publicklv, that whoever appli¬ 
ed to the EngliOi was not his friend) I 
afterwards prevented their troubling me 
with their petitions.” 

W11 et her the Nabob's account of 
this affair be eonfidcrcd, or the Colonel's 
own, it is a proceeding which can only 
be accounted for, from the effefts of a 
ftrong pallion ; unlefs it be pre famed 
(which fo extraordinary a conduft might 

juftify) 
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iuftify) that the Colonel had a further 
view in this infill t, to provoke the Na¬ 
bob to fome aft of defperation, in order 
to have a pretence to bring about the 
meafures planned for his dellruftion. 
Certain it is, the Nabob, in this inilance, 
had too ftriking an example of the dan¬ 
gers he had to apprehend, irom the vio¬ 
lence of the party formed againft him. 


SECTION VII. 

Major Canute's Negotiations wuh the 
King i and his Difputcs with the 
Board. 

Major Carnac efcorts the Shahzada to the 
Limits of the Province.—Two Letters 
from the Major 7 with Copies of his Ad~ 
dre]fs. to that Prince* — Mr. Van lit- 

tart 7 Remarks on them. - Attfwer of 

the Council to Major Carnac. — Other 
Lettersfrom Major Carnac, jhrwing hif 
Difrefpcft to the Board.—Their Orders 
in Confluence,—Other Letters from 
Major Curnac to the Board, •with Mr, 

Vanfittart'/ 



’Tranfifihm in Bengal. 451 

VanfittartV Remarki.—The Moderation 
of the Board on theft Occafons. 

HEN the orders for Colonel 



▼ ▼ Coote's and Major Carnac’s com¬ 
ing to Calcutta arrived at Patna, die 
Major was attending the King, with a 
detachment, which was direfted to efcort 
him to the limits of the province. Dur¬ 
ing this march, the Major applied to the 
King for a confirmation of the Com¬ 
pany’s grants and privileges, but in a 
ftile, and with expretTions, which tend¬ 
ed to dettroy the Company’s influence, 
and the effects of the ierviccs which they 
had afforded him, by retting the whole 
merit of thofc fervices upon his own 
perlon and authority. This the King 
refuted, hut with the chi five pretence, 
that he would grant them, whenever a 
proper per fan ttiould be fent with the 
ufual tribute to receive them. At the 
lame time, he made a voluntary offer of 
the Dc wan nee of the three provinces to 
the Company, upon the dime conditions. 
1 call it voluntary, beeauie it no where 


appears 


252 A Narrative of the 

appears that it was foliated; nor hail 
Major Carnac any authority or orders to 
Mick fuck a grant; which could have 
only fcrvcd to render the breach between 
the Nabob and the Company Hill more 
irreparable. 

This is not the only inflance of Major 
Carnac i cagernefs to raife his own im¬ 
portance above the level of his fuperi- 
or*; it could only be by his advice the 
King addrdfed liis letters, fome to the 
Governor and Council jointly, but moll 
to the Council only, without the Gover¬ 
nor. An addrefs, as contrary to the cuf- 
toms of India, where they have no idea 
of more chiefs than one, as to the Com¬ 
pany's eftablifked order and method, 
which has always been for the Governor 
only, to carry on the country correfpon- 
dence. The Major, although he ap¬ 
proved of this innovation, when it lel- 
icned the authority of the Governor, 
yet could carry on a correfpondcncc with 
the Ki ng in his own name, and promif- 
ed to continue the fame alter his arrival 
in Calcutta. The fame arrogance and 

ftlf- 
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felf-o pinion, and the lame tendency to 
fubvcrt all the order of government, 
and to keep up the fpirit of party, appears 
in many cf Major Camacs letters to the 
Governor and Council j nothing could be 
better calculated to that end, than his * 
remarks upon the orders lent him by a 
majority; and what elie could be the dc- 
fign of thofe remarks ? For he could not 
be ignorant, that in all councils, and 
particularly in all the Company's govern¬ 
ments, the orders of the majority arc to 
be refpeded as the orders of the whole 
Board, It is true, that Major Canute 
was too much encouraged in theie iji- 
fults, on the authority of the Board, by 
fome of the members thcmfeWes, who 
nut only vindicated all his opinions, but 
afforded him an argument to dilVefptLt 
their orders, by ligning their dlfl’ents to 
the orders them lei VLS, in dead of minut¬ 
ing them in the confutations j an inno¬ 
vation as dangerous, as contrary to the 
rules of the government they belonged 

to. 

* li! his tetter of the 29th of July, 1761, which 
follows in it* order. 
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to. The truth of theie remarks on 
Major Carnae's conduct, flutl be judged 
of, by the following extracts from his let- 
ters, and the con ful cations of that time. 


Exiraa of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Sqleft Committee. Dated June 
16, 1761. 

** Y' ^ ^ have not keen pJcaled, gen- 
-*■ tlemen, to allow me to have any 
thing to lay or do with regard to Ram~ 
narain ; but if it depended on me, 1 de¬ 
clare no confederation whatever fhould 
induce me to give my confent to remo¬ 
ving a man, whom we are bound to 
maintain by engagements prior to, and 
confequently more obligatory, than any 
we may have Cnee entered into with 
Coilim Alice Cawn. I have had hints 
before with regard to this unfortunate 
Gentoo, to which, if I would have lift- 
ened, I might probably have turned my 
campaign to pretty good account; but * 
indilFcrent as tny circmnftances are, I 
thajik God, I fcom enlarging them by 

any 
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any means* that would not Band the 
mod public infection,” 

Extra?} of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Governor and Council* Dated 
June ar, 1761* 

«* TT 1 S MajefVy crofied the Caram- 
11 naffa this morning. He made 
fuch long marches from Saferam hither, 
that it was impoffiblc for me to keep 
pace with him, and ! was forced to leave 
the army a march behind, in order to 
get up with him. Yeixerday evening, on 
parting, he made me the moft public 
declaration of his particular regard for 
me, and difraifled me with every mark 
of honor, that could pofiibly be confer¬ 
red oil me. The accompanying is a 
copy of two arzees I prefented to him 
laft night, with the anfwcrs he wrote 
in the body thereof with his own hand, 
in the prefence of Mcffieurs Lu thing ton 
and Iron tide, as well as myfelf. He has 
alfo wrote to you, gentlemen, with a 
promile of liming out his royal luruuid, 
confirming the Company in all their pre- 
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fent poffeflions and privileges, provided 
the proper peflicufli be paid. And in 
the tame letter, has made you an offer 
of the Dewannce of Bengal, on condi¬ 
tion of your being anfwcrable for the 
royal revenues, of which he declares, 
he expeds no account while Coiiitn Al¬ 
ice Cawn has the management thereof. 
I do not chufe to venture lending you 
this letter, for fear it ihould be loft, 
as I have no duplicate of it 5 but ac ¬ 
quaint you with the purport, that you 
may be enabled to an fiver his Majefty ; 
which anfwer he defires may be tranf- 
mitted to him as foon as pofTible.” 

Copy of a Trmjlaiim of m Arsee, wrote 
by Major Camac to the King, with the 
Kings Anfiver fuperfcribt'd. 

f< T T is above five months fmee your 
A Majefty honored the tents of your 
faithful fervant with your prefence at 
Gya; and from your gracious will and 
pieafurc, and in confluence of the ad- 
drefs and engagements of your fervant 
(devoted to your high and laired court) 

in 
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in full confidence graced the Kell a of 
Azimabad, God is my witnefs, that from 
the commencement of my fundee, to 
this time. I have never deviated, in die 
molt minute circumftanec, from the en¬ 
gagement of fidelity which I made with 
your Majeily, but ever heartily atten¬ 
tive to my duty and loyal attachment, 
and ready to devote my life to your wel¬ 
fare : and regarding always the drift ob- 
fervance of my fidelity as my chief hap¬ 
pened, ; to the utmoft of my power I 
have obeyed your Jhcred commands 1 
and you have gracioufly declared, that 
you were pleafed with the faithfulnels 
of your lervant, exalting me in honor 
above the clouds. Relying on that gra¬ 
cious difpofition, which affords a fhadow 
to the higheft and the humbled: of your 
Haves, I am in hopes, tltat what 1 ihall 
reprefent to you wiIt obtain your royal 
approbation. For this caul'e your fer- 
vant, who is a dependent of the Engliili 
Company, humbly petitions, that your 
Majefty will be plealed to order, that 
funnuds be granted for all the zemin- 
Vol. I. S darrees 
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darrees and factories of commerce be¬ 
longing to the Company in the empire 
of Indoftan; at Calcutta in the Subah of 
Bengal and Madras, and Bombay, and 
the port of Surat in the diftri&s of Dec* 
can. In thefe four places, which are 
the principal factories of the English 
Company, let the Company hare the 
privilege of a mint in each ; and let a 
fumvud after the ufual form be granted 
for die confirmation of the jaghecr of 
Colonel Clive (who is one of the fer- 
vants ot the (acred court, and the pa¬ 
tron oi this faithful fciyant j whofe at¬ 
tachment and devotion are notorious to 
the whole empire) which to this day he 
has been honored with by the royal do¬ 
nations. And let your Majefty look up¬ 
on this vour fervant (who is a llmnger 
in thefe regions) as one of the mean eft 
of the fervants of the court, nor forget 
or blot him from your remembrance ; 
and to the laft breath of my life I lhall 
ever pray, that the Almighty may make 
your Majefty (whole dignity is equal So 
Solomon's) an honor and ornament to 

the 
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the throne and everlailing empire of In¬ 
dia, an adminiflrator of juftice and e- 
quit}', and a protc&or of the people of 
God; greater than the great King Timor t 
that all the chiefs, and all the inhabi¬ 
tants of die world, may be held in obe¬ 
dience and fidelity by your royal cle¬ 
mency. 

Supcrlcribcd by the King. 

The purport of the arzee is fiiKy 
underftood. In confequcnc of the faith¬ 
ful attachment of that trolly fervant, we 
agree and confent to it. Whenever the 
petition for it Is ienr in form, and the 
pdhculh delivered to the royal Sircar, 
the petitioned fun mid s we will gracioufly 
grant. Bolides this, in con tide rat ion of 
the ferviees of that fervant, the De- 
wannee of the Subah of Bengal, on con¬ 
dition of paying the Malguzaree, accord¬ 
ing to the former amount, and a fuita¬ 
bic pdhculh ihall he granted." 


a6o 
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Copy of Mr. VanfittartV jI fixate, and the 
liejrJutmu of the Board on the Major's 
Letter. 

et * I ^ H E President cannot help ob- 
ferving on the foregoing, that 
inftcad of fetting forth the attachment 
which tlie Englifh nation and the Com¬ 
pany have always Jhewn to the Mogul 
government, and the funis they have ex¬ 
pended in defeating die King's enemies, 
the Major's whole thoughts are employ¬ 
ed in exprdTmg his own fervices and fi¬ 
delity ; in conlideraticm of which he re- 
quells, diat the indulgencies therein 
mentioned may be granted to the Com¬ 
pany. He has not I efficiently coulider- 
cd, that it is the Unices of the Nation 
and the Company that ill on Id be plead¬ 
ed and recorded on all inch occafions, 
in order to increale their relpcdt ami re¬ 
putation in foreign countries i fuch pleas 
may be ufed in favor of that Nation and 
Company in future times, when they 
have any tiling to apply for, which is a 
relpedl that will not be paid to any per- 

fonal 
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fonal fervices. And further, that all 
thole indulgences he has applied for, 
were ordered from the Scleft Commit¬ 
tee ; and indeed without fiich orders, he 
could not jullify die applying for any 
thing ; yet he takes not die leaft notice 
of the Committee, nor the Governor 
and Council; which the Prefident men¬ 
tions as one inftance, among many others, 
of the great delire that moil of our mi¬ 
litary officers have to conceal to the 
world, that they have a dependence on 
any civil power. 

With regard to the King’s offer of 
the Dewannee, the Board are of opini¬ 
on, that were the Company to accept of 
it, it would only be a fourcc of perpe¬ 
tual contcft and ill-will with the Nabob; 
but led luch an appointment might at 
any time hereafter be thought advanta¬ 
geous, we will for the preient defer 
coming to any refutation thereon ; and 
only write the King in an fiver, that we 
fhall loon fend our requeffs in form.” 

S 3 Cefy 
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Copy of a Letter f rom tbe Governor 
and Council (Mejjkun Vanfittart, A- 
myatt, Ellis, Sumner and Smith) to 
Major Carnac* Dated July 6, 1761. 

" \\/ ^ ^ iave rcct 'h r ed your letter of 
^ ' the 21 ft, en doling copy of two 
requefts you prefcnted to the King, with 
anfwers fubiiribcd by him. Thole an- 
fwers are very indeterminate, and far 
from exprdling his coftfent* They are 
indeed no way ib favorable, as we think 
we might have expected, coniickring the 
good faith, candor and attachment we 
have fliewn him in his moil dill re fled 


eircuirdfctnces j and the fupplies of mo¬ 
ney he has received by our influence from 
the Nabob. 


W e can not help remarking upon the 
ftile of your requefts, as it may ferve 
for your better guidance on future oc¬ 
tal 10 ns. \ ou have laid much of your 
own fcmces and attachment to the 
King, and neglected entirely lb fair 
and juft an opportunity of fitting forth 
the reputation and power of our Na¬ 
tion, the attachment which the Com¬ 


pany 
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party has always iliewn to the Mogul 
government, the Itims they have ex¬ 
pended, and the blood that has been 
fpilt in defeating the King's enemies in 
different pans of India ; and the parti¬ 
cular obligations which he in per ion owes 
to the government in Bengal. Such 
Ihould be the (file of all public applica¬ 
tions to foreign courts, in order that they 
may ferve our nation for arguments in 
all future occallons. 

With regard totheDewannee of thefe 
provinces, the Shah's oiler is as inde¬ 
terminate as his an fivers to your rcqudttn j 
and as it would be a iburce of continual 
je alouiies between the Nabob and the 
Company, we do not think it advifeabk 
to fue for it at this time. 1 ’ 

Extract of a Letter from Major Carnac 
to the Governor and CaunctL Hated 
June 28, jj6i. 

*• T N my kft, I mentioned my having 
a letter for you from his Majcfty, 
relative to his confirmation of all the 
Company’s poilelTiuns and privileges * and 
S 4 con- 
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containing an offer to yourfdves of the 
Dewannee of Ecngal; and my unwilling- 
neis t j lend a letter of finch conference 
by the ordinary conveyance, I have 
I ike wife fevcfal other letter- for yon from 
him, feme of a public, and lome of a 
private nature. For fear therefore any 
inconvenience tliould refill t from their 
being delayed, I (hall give them In charge 
to enlign Swmton, with orders to con¬ 
vey them to you as fail as poifible, if the 
Colon t: 1 will give him permiffion, I have 
done every thing for the femes of my 
mailers, that the little power you were 
willing to invefl: me with would admit 
oi my doing. I have obtained a pro- 
mile from his Mnjtfty, under his own 
hand, of his royal confirmation of all 
your poflclfions and privileges, provided 
you pay him a proper pdheulh, as has 
been always cullomary. in return for 
fuch grants. h refls with you, whether 
or not you will be at the expence of 
procuring them ; if you intend it, it is 
necd&ry you fhould, without lols of 
time, fend an able and trully Gen too, 
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to refidc as your Vackeel with the court, 
and bring the bufinefs to a fpeedv ifTue/’ 

Copy of a Letter from Mr , M'Gwire, 
Chief at Patna, to Major Canute. Dat¬ 
ed July 6, 1761. 

« T N anfwcr to ray requeft for leaving 
A two hundred! rank and file, cxclu- 
five of the lick, Mr. Reed, by your di¬ 
rections, has acquainted me, that you 
have orders from the Colonel to include 
die fick; and that if 1 fhould iUU be of 
opinion, it is necellary to keep up the 
number of effective here, I muft write 
to Calcutta for frefh orders, which will 
arrive before your departure, as you can¬ 
not execute your orders, for returning, 
in lefs than twenty days. 

The Colonel, you acquaint me, has 
fent orders to SaLaram, for captain Hart 
to return diredtlv j and you have, as 1un- 
derftand, lent the like to captain Cham¬ 
pion, from whence it may be prefumed, 
they will arrive here in about fix days. 
In the mean time, preparations may be 
made for their embarking, and what is 

to 
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to detain them afterwards, I am at aloft 
to find out. 

However, Sir* that 1 may execute 
my orders, without loft of time, I re- 
queft you will deliver over die command* 
ordered to remain here, to captain Car- 
ibirs; they maybe felecied hereafter! 
and as his Excellency is deftrotis of 
coming into the city, you will order the 
Gentries at the gates to be taken off. 

I am further to requeft, on eld batta¬ 
lion may be left me in the room of the 
feepoys, commanded by captain Stibbert, 
a* they are at prefent unfit for immedi¬ 
ate fervice." 

Cop of Major Carnac’r A/ifwer to the 
foregoing Letter. Dated July 6, , ? 6i* 

yl S the Board neither have, nor in¬ 
deed have they the power to put 
me under your directions, 1 am not ac- 
countable to you for my proceedings 
here ; nor arc you to preferibe the time, 
that may be requifite, f or guting ^ 

thing ready for the transporting that part 
of the army, which I am to take down 

with 


TranfaBkns in Bengal. 267 

with me. Of this you will allow me to 
be as good a judge as yourlelf, eipeciai- 
ly as there are two or three things to be 
done, before we let out, which you are 
probably unacquainted with j both a ge¬ 
neral mutter, and general court martial, 
to be held, which mult employ a few 
days. You may be allured, however, 
no time lhatt be loft, as I am as impa¬ 
tient to get away from Patna, as you 
can be to have me away j but, in the 
interim, 1 will deliver over the command 
to no one. 

Cossi.M Allee Cawn may come into 
the Kella when he pleaies; and 1 will 
be anfwerabk for the fecurity of his per- 
fon, but I will not take off the guards 
that have been fo long potted at the 
gates. Were that armed rabble about 
him to have free ingrefs and egreff, fome 
quarrel would inevitably happen between 
them and our people j which, as well as 
any accident happening to the- city, 1 
will endeavor to prevent, during my 
continuance in it. 


1 TIILJJ1C 
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I TRiftK captain Stibbcrt’s battalion 
fill I good enough for any fervice they can 
be employed on, at this lea ton of the year; 
and as they have been all along appro¬ 
priated for the ufc of your factory, I 
fhall certainly include them m die two 
thou find feepoys, directed to he left with 
you, imlefs I receive orders from the 
gentlemen below to the contrary.” 

Copy of a Letter from the Board (Mef. 

Vanfiturr, Amy.itr, Sumner, and 

Smith} to Major Carnac. July 14,1761. 

" Wf E have received a letter from 
v V Mr, McGwire, dated the 6th 
infant, accompanied with 3 copy of your 
letter to him of the fame date. 

W e defire to know by whflt autho¬ 
rity you have kept the command of the 
army at Patna; bccaufe, either in Co¬ 
lonel Coote or you, there is a mantfeft 
contempt of our order of the 26th ulti¬ 
mo, whichdiredsed,that both you gentle¬ 
men fhould return to Calcutta, and that 
the troops fhould be left under the com¬ 
mand 
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mand of captain CadUirs, to follow the 
indbuOtons of Mr. M'Gwire. 

The muttering the army, or holding 
a court martial, are not iuilicient rea- 
fons» as both thofe ferviccs might be 
performed in Calcutta. We would alt 
you further, whether it is pofilblc, that 
an officer, receiving orders for leav¬ 
ing two hundred Europeans, and two 
thuofand feepoys, to affift the Nabob in 
fettling tire affiiirs at Patna, can, with¬ 
out a mamfeft intention of counteracting 
our determination, underftand, that the 

fich (hall be included amongft the Eu¬ 
ropeans, and the feepoys, left on ferric®, 
to be the worfi of the army ? 

I t is true, that we fhould avoid, as 
much as poffible, putting an officer, en¬ 
titled to a feat at the Board in military 
affairs* under the orders of any member 
of that Board, who, on fitch occalions, 
would fit below him; as id this regard 
for your rank was one realon, among 
others, why we did not propole to you 
to remain at Patna, under the orders of 
Mr. M'Gwirej. however, Sir, that you 

may 
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may not think that rnk invariable, you 
will give us leave to inform you, that'we 
can, when the Company's fervice requires 
it, oblige any officer, in their fervice, to 
adl under the diredtionsof their Governor 
or factors, at any of their fcttlemcnt. 

Neither is « pofiiblc the fervice 
can be well conduced, on the mdepen- 
dent footing which you are plcafed to 
claim v witnefs your little regard to the 
reprefentations of Mr. M'Gwirc, with 
refpea to the choke of tin, troops to be 
left at Patna, as before-mentioned, al¬ 
though the Company's factory, and ef- 
fedts there, as Well as the execution of 
the iervice for which thofe troops are to 
be left, is committed to the charge of 
that gentleman. 

To put an end to thefe dilutes, te 
direft, that on the receipt of this letter, 
you give over the command of the ar- 
my to captain Carftairs, with orders to 
follow the di red ions of Mr. M‘Gwire, 
to Whom we have given the neccffcry 
nmmdbons concerning the draughting 

of 
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of the troops to be kept at Patna, and 
the embarkation of the reft for Calcutta. 

A n n \ on will repair to Calcutta your- 
felf, with all convenient fpecd. ” 

ExtrnS} of a Letter jffam Major Comae 
to the Governor and GotmciL Dated 
July 7» 1761. 

<« TN confetpjcnce of an order Iront 
A Colonel Coote, I left the detach¬ 
ment, with which 1 had the honor to 
eicort his Majefty at Sola ram the 30th 
of June, and arrived here the 3d ot Ju¬ 
ly ; on which the Colonel rrfolved to 
return to Calcutta, and was preparing to 
fet out on the muffling of the 4th. In 
the interim, he received a letter from 
the Board, which only fitrved to confirm 
him in his reloiution, and he gave me 
directions to execute their orders, which 
I Jhall do with the utmoft expedition, 
being as averfc as the Colonel, from hav¬ 
ing any hand in the huiinefs that is 
likely to be carried on, I efteem my felt 
extremely happy in being removed from 
the command of the army, as I could 

not 
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not have fullered it, whilfl 1 was at the 
head thereof, to be employed on the 
purpofes for which I find it h intended, 
without a direct breach of the declara¬ 
tions [ have formerly made to you in re¬ 
gard to Ramnarain. I cannot help, on 
this occafion, laying before you two pa¬ 
ragraphs, the one extracted from your 
letter to me of the f)th of February, viz* 

tc W e obferve, when Colonel Cail- 
laud began his march to Patna, the be¬ 
ginning of laft year, he had particular 
inftrudiocs from Colonel Clive, and the 
reft of the Committee, to protect Ram¬ 
narain, in cafe of the Nabob's making 
any attempt again ft: his perlbn or honor* 
We believe fuch an injunction at this time 
tuineceflary, as the prefent Nabob feems 
to be well inclined towards Ramnarain. 
But fhould it prove otherwife, it is our 
rcfolution to have the lame regard to the 
former engagements in his favor, as was 
then del!gned ; and therefore direct you, 
in cafe of neeclTitj’, to protect Ramna¬ 
rain agaieft all violence and injufUcc, 
that may be offered to his perfon, honor. 


or 
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or fortune." The other, from your let¬ 
ter of the 28th of April. ** We ever 
intended to prd'erve Ramnarain in the 
government of Patna j and have there¬ 
fore recommended it to Colonel Coote, 
to give him his prote&ion in all dreum- 
flanccs,” Pray how are thel'e reconcile- 
able to the inftrudtions add reded to Mr, 
M'Gwire, of which I have feen a copy, 
atteiied to be a true one, by the lub- 
fecretary. The force to be left at 
Patna, is exprdlly laid to be, “ only to 
aflift the Nabob in fettling accounts with 
Ramnarain, and the feyeraJ Zemindars 
of the Patna province." After which is 
the following article. “ This you (Mr. 
M'Gwire) are to do in general, to die 
utmoft of your power, in luch manner, 
as he may apply tu you ■, with rcfpcffc to 
Ramnarain, it may be net diary to he 
fomewhat more particular. Colonel 
Ccote is already directed tn ailift the Na- 
bob fo far, as to fufpend him (Rimna- 
rain) from his government, until the ac¬ 
counts arc fettled, and to put the Na¬ 
bob’s people in potfetTion of all the rcvc- 
Vol, I. T nucs. 


274 A Narrative of the 


nues. This you will conform to, and 
let him be brought to an adjuftmcnt of 
his at counts, by fuch meafiunes, ns the 
Nabob timll think proper.” By this 
Ramnarain is ablblutcly left at the Na¬ 
bob’s nterev* and thrown nut of that 



long received from the Engltlh, and the 
continuation whereof, he had an un¬ 
doubted right to expert in virtue of our 
engagements i and in return for the at¬ 
tachm ent be has ever {hewn us. The 
Prcddem mentions, indeed, his having 
wrote to the Nabob in his; favor, which 
may (b fir have an eiteO, as to prevent 
hb daring directly to get him made away 
With ; hut he may eafily manage to be¬ 
have to Ranmarain, in fuch a manner, 
as to caui'c him to make away with him- 
fdf; which thole of his call have been 
frequently known to do, when they have 
happened to he difhoncred; he this as 
it will, the Mhamjah is frightened be¬ 
yond exprefiion. He was with me the 
day before ycilerday in the evening, and 
repr el tinted, with tears in his eyes', his 


furprize, 
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furprizc, at linding himftif abandoned 
by thole, who hid lo long fuppor ted him. 
He declared, that as the Colonel was 
now gone, and I to follow him in a few 
days, he had no longer any refuge, and 
mull inevitably fall a fieri fice to his ene¬ 
mies, if he continued here ; and there¬ 
fore requeued, with extreme eameftnefs, 
that I would let him quit the country, 
and have him fafdy conducted over the 
Soane. Ft is hard to pronounce of any 
oLher perfon's intentions, but we may 
reafonably prcfnmc the Nabob's designs 
cannot be very good, when lie endeavors 
to feeurc the execution of them by the 
force of bribes j ( can produce proofs of 
the ofFcrr he made me, provided i would 
let him ail as he pleated with regard to 
Itamnarhn ; and few people-rill doubt, 
that the notes which Mr. Luflungttili 
ami I received from Rajebullub, and 
which I keep by me, were lent by the Na¬ 
bob’s approbation, if not by his imme¬ 
diate direifHon. I am alio well a fibred, 
very large offers have been made to the 
Colonel for the lame ends, hut he had 
T 2 


too 
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too much virtue and honor to accept 
them." 

Copy of the PrcJiJerjt's Minute of the 2 .Qtb 
of July, 1761* 

“ ^ pHE P redden t obferves, that as 
A Major Carnac has nothing to do 
but to obey the orders of the Board, and 
has no right to queftion or dispute upon 
them f his letters of the 7th inihttt 
will require no anfWcr. 

1 r teems, however, by the tenor of 
many of the Major's letters* and this in 
particular* that he thinks himfdf the 
higher power, and the Board accounts* 
hie to him. Upon this principle, after 
quoting the former orders of the Select 
Committee, in favor of R am n a rain, he 
proceeds to demand, “ Pray how are 
thefe reconcilcable to the inftnittions 
addrefied the 26th of June to Mr. 

M'GwIrc ? 

A I. trough the Board might do them- 
l^lvcs jufticc upon an ofHccr who thus 
forgets the refpeft due to them, yet we 
tUuld rather to refer it to the determina¬ 
tion 
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lion of our honorable matters, to whom 
it fiiall, at the lame dine, be made ap¬ 
pear, that thofe orders in Ramnarain's 
favor, are now the ftrongett judgments 
that can be produced againtt him, as they 
arc incontestable proofs of our defire to 
proted him, although the engagements 
which are fo much talked of are no 
where to be met with. It ilia 11 be prov¬ 
ed alio, that thoic who profefs the great- 
eft triendihip for Ratnnarain, and who 
have permitted, if not encouraged him, 
in refufmg or evading, for five months 
together, to render any account 0} his 
adminittration, are in effect his greatett 
enemies, hy putting it out of our power 
to protect him longer in fo Ihamcful an 
Injuftice, in which he has already been 
upheld, until he had well near carried 
his point, that of bringing the Nabob 
to ruin, by a disgraceful refidence at 
Patna, at an immoderate cn pence, with¬ 
out any income from the province. This, 
it is imagined, will hardly be faid to be 
the intent of the luppofed engagements; 
and therefore, if any have made Ram- 
T 3 narain 
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narain believe the menningof themwould 
be fo far ftretchcd, it is they that arc the 
eaufl oj his tears; and it is they that 
muft anfwcr for his unhappy death, if 
he ihould deflroy hirafelf, as Major Car- 
nac fcems to apprehend. It is, howe¬ 
ver, more than probable, that he will 
not prove quite lo defperatej and that 
"'hen be is convinced he is not indepen¬ 
dent of the Suboh of Moorflwdabad, 
he will do what he ought to have done 
fve months ago j that is, render to the 
Nabob an account of hie adminillrarion, 
nnd in fudi cafe Jte will be treated bet¬ 
ter than he pretends to expefl, better a 
great deal than he deterves. 

He has yet hopes, that Major Canute 
may keep the command of die armv. A 
dtlyv of twenty days,and ColonelCoote* 
coming down to Calcutta, might produce 
frcfli orders. A man of HsiDiiuruii't 
difpofition, will conArue fuch apoflibtlj- 
ty into a certainty; and while he can 
hope for fuch a protefiJon at the head of 
our army, he will continue to think he 
has a right to an unlimited protetfion, 

and 
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and continue to evade rendering the Na¬ 
bob any accounts. 

Major Carnac declares himfelf very 
Freely on this occalion, and gives at the 
Fame time a frefli inftance of the relpefl 
he lias for our authority. This paflage 
of his Utter of the 17th is worthy the 
obfervation of the Board, as well as of 
our honorable mailers, who icldom write 
to their Prefidcnts and Councils with lb 
great an air of fuperiority. “ I eilesm 
tuyfelf extremely happy in being remov¬ 
ed from the command q 1 the army, as 
I could not have faltered it, whilft I was 
at tire head thereof, to be employed on 
the purpofes for which I find it is in¬ 
tended, without a dire& breach of the 
declarations I have formerly made to you 
in regard to Rain Ramin.” 

If more inftances of a like nature are 
wanting, they may be icon in many of 
the Major’s letters i particularly in one 
to the Sdc& Committee, dated the 16th 
of June, 1761. Hit own opinion and 
declarations fliall be die rule of ids ac¬ 
tions, and iliaU fuperfede the orders of 
T 4 the 
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the Board," It our declarations had 
merited a fmall part of his attention, 
Ramnarain would not have been deceiv¬ 
ed Co long. The repeated orders of the 
Select Committee for obliging him to 
fettle accounts with the Nabob, fliew, 
drat it was never our intention to fercen 
him trom that juft demand ; the firfl of 
thole orders was in a letter to the Major, 
fo long ago as the 7th of March, 1761. 
It is true, we did not fix a day for Ram- 
narain's rendering his accounts, which 
is a proof of the regard the Board have 
fhewn him, and of die moderation with 
width they have adted throughout the 
whole affair. 

Week aficr week, we expetted to 
hear that the acc ounts had been laid be¬ 
fore the Nabob; in dead of that, excufe 
came upon cxcufe. At length, on the 
17 th of May, we fent the Colonel par¬ 
ticular directions in what manner to 
have the accounts fettled 1 that Ramna- 
rain Ihould be regarded as the deputy of 
the government of Moorlhedahad ; that 
he fliould give the Nabob a faithful ac¬ 


count 
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count of his out (landing balances, and 
the Nabob fend his awn people to col¬ 
lect them. Who would have imagined, 
that after this, frefti evafions would he 
admitted for two months more, not- 
withftanding the Nabob's entreaties and 
reprefentatiotis of the ruin, in which he 
mu ft foon be involved, by his nfelefs ex- 
penccs ? 

The Prefidcnt wrote more than once 
to Ramnarain, in confequenccof the re- 
folutions of the Secret Committee, that 
our protection would depend upon his 
rendering a juft account to the Nabob ; 
but he is lately advi fed by Mr, M'Gwire, 
that Ramnarain, inftead of collecting 
his revenues in a regular manner, has 
taken, or rather accepted from the Ze¬ 
mindars, large fums by way of prefents, 
which not being brought to account, 
makes their balances appear much larger 
than they really are, and his own as 
much lefs. An imwillingnefs to eonfefs 
this fraudulent attempt, teems to be the 
true caufe of his locking fo many fhifts 
and cvalions. 


M ucii 
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Much more fliall be Cud on this 
fubjett hereafter, in order to prove to 
our honorable mailers, that the refblu- 
tions lately taken by the Board (or as 
Major Camac politely cxprelTes it, the 
bufinefs that is likely to be carried on) 
were abfolutely neceifary for preferr ing 
the pretent tranquility, for maintaining 
the conllitution of the government of 
thefe provinces, and fulfilling, cm our 
part, the treaty fubMing between the 
Company and the Nabob, as he has & 
faithfully done on his/' 

TLxtroEl of a Letter from Major Camac 

to the Governor and Council. Dated 

July 29, 176]. 

#« 

gcncc with which I executed your or¬ 
ders, I received, to my great lurprize, 
a letter of cenfure from you, dated the 
14th inftant; but it gives me the lefs 
concern, as I perceive fo few have fub~ 
feribed their aflent thereto. 


INSTEAD of meeting your thanks, 
as I imagined, for the great dili- 


great 


I HAVE 
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1 have nothing further at prefent to 
obferve to you, but that you can never 
oblige a gentleman to do what he thinks 
unjuft and unreasonably fu long as he 
has it in his option to quit the ferviee; 
and it is a fortunate circumilance we 
have this in our power, in a part of the 
world where, by rcaftm of the extreme 
di fiance from red refs, we arc expofed to 
fuch frequent ill treatment, as l in par¬ 
ticular have experienced ; and from no 
other demerit, that I am confcious of, 
but having been impolite enough to de¬ 
clare my disapprobation of the late mea- 
fures j yet in litis T am not lingular, as 
I verily believe, if the whole Board could 
be aflembled (as in affairs of fuch impor¬ 
tance it ieems abfolutdy requifite that 
they fhould, or at leaf! their opinions be 
collected) the half, if not the majority, 
would be found to concur with me in 
fendment,'' 


Extraft 
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Extra A of Mr, Vanfittartfr Minute of 
the yi of Auguft, 1761. 

** nnHE President begs leave to ob- 
fcrvc on reading Major Carnac's 
letter, that he mentioned to Mr, Ellis 
fome time ago, that his figning his dif¬ 
fers to any letter from the Board, is nei¬ 
ther enftomary nor proper ; that the re¬ 
flations of the majority of the Board 
are to be deemed the rcfolutions of the 
Board, and to be fjgncd as iuch by the 
whole Board; that any member, who 
diffetm from the opinion of the majo¬ 
rity, is to enter his diilent, and his rea- 
Ions, upon the body of the confulta- 
tions; that the tigning diffents in the 
letters is improper; becaufe it makes 
known to the world die different opini¬ 
ons of the members; by which means 
it may be the caufe of promoting a mif- 
underlhinding; and it alio expofes the 
Board to remarks, fuch as Major Car- 
nae has not failed to take the occafion 
of making. 


The 
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T ii e President further obferves, that 
he apprehends Major Carnac has cot 
confined his remarks on the opinions of 
(he feverul members of the Board to his 
anfwers to our Setters, but has made 
them known even to the Shah ; and this 
he takes to be the re a ion» why the eight 
letters laid before the Board are addrefled 
ft.-me to the Council of Calcutta only, 
and others to die Governor and Council 
jointly. The King con'd not have ad- 
dr e lied his letters thus, from any cuftom 
or principles of his own, becaufe in all 
parts of the Mo mil empire, they never 
know or correfpond with but one chief j 
and all other forms of government they 
will regard as a weaknefs, of which they 
will endeavor to take advantage, as is 
the Shah's defign in the preient cafe i 
and it is no doubt, in conformity to this 
iyflem of the country government, that 
the Company have made it a rule in all 
their fettle merits, that the country cor- 
refpondenee fhould be carried on through 
the channel of the Governor alone/' 


ExtrjB 
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Extract of the Tranfhuicn of a Letter 
from Major Carrtac to the King. 

** npHE letters, which you fome 
A rime ago was pi ruled to honor 
the Counci! with on certain affairs, were 
not fent, for want of a trolly perfon to 
be charged with them. On my arrival 
at Patna, I found Colonel Cootc was 
preparing to fet out for Calcutta; 1 
therefore delivered them to him, who 
will cany them fife to the Council, who 
will be greatly honored by the receipt 
thereof. The Colonel will, with hi? 
whole heart and foul, exert all his power 
and influence that your royal orders may 
he complied with, and lpccdily fend moll 
refpeCtful arzets in anfwer thereto from 
the Council. At this writing your fer- 
vartt is preparing to let out for Calcutta 
in a day or two ; and by the help of 
God will, in oonjunction with the Co¬ 
lonel, exert his utmoll to have every 
thing accompllfhed agreeable to your 
Majelly’s orders. I will not delay to 
acquaint your Majefty of what may be 

determined 
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determined on by the Colonel’s and my 
advice.” 

EsctraB of Mr, VanfittartV Minute of the 
22 d of September, 1761. 

** TTTITH refpcdl to withdrawing 
V V Major Camac from the com¬ 
mand of the army, reaions were given 
at die time the refohirions were taken 
on the coni'll!tation of the 29th of June, 
and the ilune reafons ftill fubftft j for 
Major Camac declared, no longer ago 
than lilt Thurfday, at die Se]e< 5 t Com¬ 
mittee, that he would be the judge of 
what orders he might receive from the 
Board. The Preildent observes, that no 
ferviee can be carried on, where there Is 
more than one authority ; if an officer h 
*0 be the judge of the orders he receives 
from the Board, the execution of thofe 
orders will depend on his judgment, and 
not on die judgment of the Board." 


m 
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Copy of Major Canute's Anjhaer to the 


foregoing. 

H E Prefidcnt has been pleated 



A to alledge, in juftihention of his 
having recalled the Major from the com¬ 
mand of the forces at Patna, the Major’s 
inveterate hatred againfl: the Nabob, and 
his declaration, that he would be the 
judge of the orders he received. For 
the aniVer to the lard, he refers to his 
letter which he now delivers tn ; and 
with refpeQ to the other, he begs leave 
to obierve, that he is truly concerned 
orders of Inch a nature have been given, 
as to oblige him to make that declara¬ 
tion, and to repeat now to die Board, 
that he had radier incur the charge of 
difcbedience, than bring diihonor upon 
the nation, and difgrace upon himlclf 
and the forces under his command.” 

Such repeated intuits from an officer 
to the Governor and Council, under 
whole orders and authority lie held his 
commitlion, highly merited fume pub¬ 
lic ccafure, and the world may be fur- 
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prized that he efcaped it. The fame 
majority of the Board, who gave the 
orders to Major Camac, and who were 
thus infuked, might, and in juftice ought 
to have difinifled him from the Company’s 
fervice; but we forbore making uie of the 
power which was in our own hands j 
and referred it to the Court of Directors, 
to take fuch notice of thefe proceed¬ 
ings, as might prevent the like disorders 
in future. On this and all occafions It 
will be found, that I have chofen die 
raoft moderate meafures, and particu¬ 
larly avoided the wing any marks of re- 
fentment again ft thofe who had vio¬ 
lently oppoled me; judging this to be 
the moll likely method of abating the 
rage of party. 


Vol. I, 
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SECTION VIII. 

Mr. Ellls*s Appointment to the Chief- 
fliip of Patna ; and his Diiputes with 
the Nabob. 

Mr. Ellis fncceedi to the ChieJJhip of Pat¬ 
na,— Hu Injiruffians from the Board. 
—Debate upon the InJfruBhrss.-—Mr. 
Ellis arrives at Parna.—Z/i' gives Or¬ 
ders for jiizing one of the Nabob’* Of¬ 
ficers. — -Letter from the Nabob to Mr, 
Ellis, and bis Anfrnr .— He feints ano¬ 
ther Officer of the Government, and 
fends him to Calcutta,- —The Nabob* 
Letter to Mr. Ellis cn that Subject, —- 
Letter from the N a bob to Mr. Van- 
Jittart.— Mr. Elli^/i W* e Detachment 
of Seepoys, tofearch the Forte /"Mong- 

heer for Deferfert. - Informations 

given to the Nabob upon this Proceed- 
big.—The j Seepoys being refufed Admit¬ 
tance, take Fcji near the Fort, and con¬ 
tinue there three Months.—Lien tenant 
Iron fide fearches the Fort » and the See- 
poys are recalled ,—fw Letters, giving 
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an Account of a Dtffivte between Mr . 
Ellis and the Maib of Patna,— Many 
Letters on the Subjett of tbe/e D if putts ; 
and the Debates of the Board upon them, 

-- 'Air- Van li tt art’s CsnduH in the 

Cottrje of theft Debates .— Alarms oc- 
cajioned by theft Dijpsites.* -An At¬ 
tempt to raift Sujpiciow againf the Na¬ 
bob.— Jeahtjy on both Sides. 

ARDLY had the alarm, occafion- 



Ll ed by Colonel Coote's difputcs 
with the Nabob at Patna fublided, when 
a * conliderable change happened in the 
Council, with thb additional misfor¬ 
tune, that it brought Mr. Ellis into the 
chteflhip at Patna; an event from which 
1 dreaded bad conlequences, forefeeing 
he would fet on loot continual dilputes 
wkh the Nabob’s people; and I did my 
utmoil to guard againft thja danger, by 


U 2 


* The change in the Council was occafioncj bf 
flit iljfmilGoti of Md". Sumner, M*Gwirc, and 
Pbydc.ll ; and fuon after Mr. Smith likewise refign- 
ed, and went to Europe. In their places Mef. Car- 
tier, Halting*, Jufuiftone, and Hay, came into 
Council. 
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die clear anti explicit inftru&ions 1 pro- 
pofed to be given him; and which, alter 
a long debate, were approved by a majo¬ 
rity of the Board, determined by the 
casing voice of the Prelident. The 
in(lru£tions propofed, and the opinions 
given, were as follows. 

InJlrvStimi Jar Mr. Ellis. 

" Captain Carfhirs, the com¬ 
manding officer of the troops at Patna, 
is ordered to adt under your directions. 
The realbn for our keeping up fo conti- 
derable a force there, is to be in readi- 
ncis to alTiil the Naboh, in reducing to 
obedience and good! order any Zemin¬ 
dars of his depen dance, that may give him 
cauie of complaint, by withholding their 
rents, fomenting difturbanccs, or other- 
wife. Our honorable matters, fenfible 
of the impropriety of protecting a fer- 
vant againII his matters, and of the 
-bad con icq uen ces that may rcfult thcrc- 
iroin, have cautioned us very particu¬ 
larly on that fubje&, in their latt gene¬ 
ral letter, \Vc drink fuch their caution 

very 
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very judicious, and that no tiling butjea- 
loufy anti ill-will, between the Nabob 
and the Company, can be the confe- 
queftcc of our interfering in the Support 
of any Zemindar, or other p rfun hold¬ 
ing office, grant, or authority, under 
the government, It is expreffly contra¬ 
ry to our engagemen ts with the Nabob; 
and beGdcs, mull end in die ruin of the 
perfon fo protected, who, pre fuming on 
our interpofidon, throws oft his rdpeft 
to his mailer, and eonfequcntly (huts up 
all the ways of accommodation* Every 
one that has been admitted under fuch 
protection, from the beginning cf Jaffier 
AUee Cawn’s government, may he quot¬ 
ed as an inlhmcc of the trutli of this ob- 
lervation. We enjoin you, therefore, 
not to interfere, direftly or indirectly, in 
any affairs of the country grvcmnicnt, 
or with the people belonging to it; but 
when the Nabob applies to you for the 
affi(lance of any of our forces, to be lent 
ro any part of the country, under his 
jurifdiflion, for tire execution of any 
krvice, you are to take the opinion of 
U 3 the 
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the officer Commanding our troops, whe¬ 
ther the force under his command is 
Efficient for the execution of the lervicc 
propofed, or what part of it is requifite 
to he lent. If he judges this force iuffi- 
tient, you are ro direS him to proceed, 
and do his utmoft for die execudon of 
die laid fcrvice ; or it the whole force is 
not ncceffary, to fend fuch a detachment 
as he judges fufficient. But if the iom- 
manding officer fliould give his opinion, 
that the force, under his command, h 
not fufficient for the execution of the 
propofed tervice, then you are to tranf- 
mit to m die moil fpeedy intelligence, 
that we may fend you a reinforcement. 
After the Nabob's departure from Pat¬ 
na, you arc to give the fame afliilanee to 
die Naib or Deputy, he may leave there, 
for the management of the affairs of his 
government. 

Debate upon the foregoing InjiruAkm. 

Some of the Board being of opinion, 
that .Mr. Ellis Ihuuld have the power of 
judging of the nature of the fcrvices on 

which 
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which the Nabob might requeft the 
EngliIh troops to be employed; and, in 
conlequcncc of that judgment, to com¬ 
ply with his requeft or not; upon which 
the queftion being put, 

M r. Haftinga thinks he fliould not 
have the power, but repretent to the 
Council, if he thinks the Nabob requires 
our troops upon any ferricc hurtful to 
the Engliih character, as he has no con¬ 
ception of any fuch fcrvice, 

Mr- Smith is of the lame opinion. 
Major Carnse thinks, that Mr. El¬ 
lis fhould be a judge of the nature of 
the fcrvice, as well as the Jutficiency of 
the force required for that fcrvice. 

Mr. Amyatt thinks, that the putting 
our chief at Patna, with the troops com¬ 
mitted to his charge, under the orders 
of the Nabob, is dishonorable to our 
mailers, an indignity to the Board, and 
an unprecedented cafe till the chief- 
Ihip of Mr. M'Gw ire; when Mr, Amy¬ 
att diffented to it, in the proceedings of 
the Select Committee the i Sth of June. 
The power of calling for our forces 
U 4 whenever, 
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whenever, and forwhaUerviceheplcafes, 
without die chid's being allowed to 
judge oi' die nature of thofe fer vices, 
may be attended with fitch fatal cortic- 
qumces, lhat it would be the height 
of imprudence to entruft any Nabob with 
it, efpcdaily one who we have too much 
rcafon to fufped, would be glad of art 
opportunity to make an til ufe thereof, 
In order to throw an odium upon us. 
Mr. Amyatt cannot, therefore, fublcribc 
to the milnufrfons now before the Board, 
while tiiey contain an article of fitch 
dangerous tendency. 

Colo sel Coote is ol the fame opi¬ 
nion with Mr. Amyatt. 

T11 l Prdident approves of the orders 
as they now ftend, being, in his opinion, 
heft calculated to prevent difputes, and 
moft agreeable to our honorable mailers 
intentions." 

Mr. Ellis arrived at Patna, about die 
middle®! November, juft after the Nabob 
had marched from thence for the Bouge- 
poor country, Mr. Ellis’s pre indices a- 
g;iinft the Nabob's promotion, and dif- 

affeiftion 
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affection to his per fan., had been too pub¬ 
lic kly exprefled, and had been made too 
much the fubjeft of his common con- 
verfation, to efcape the Nabob’s notice 
long before this period; and in effe# 
had greatly alarmed him, for the influ¬ 
ence, which luch a temper might have 
on his affairs. His fufpicions were foon 
confirmed hy an order lent to captain 
Cavil airs, a very fhort time after Mr. 
Ellis’s arrival at Patna, to ici/.c and tm- 
prifon an oflicer of the government, 
named Mnnferam, on a complaint of a 
Gomaiiah of the fadory. The Nabob 
was then at Arwel, about forty miles 
from Patna, a diliance not lo great, but 
that he might (had that refpeck been 
deemed do-; to him) have been acquaint¬ 
ed with the complaint, before fuch ex¬ 
tremities were proceeded to ; and nei¬ 
ther the Company’s privileges, nor the 
EngUib honor, iiitrered by fuch a con- 
defeenfum. Captain Car flairs, either 
regarding it in this light, or, upon en¬ 
quiry, finding the complaint of lelscon- 
fcquence than it had been made to ap- 
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pear by the Gomalhh, evaded the ex¬ 
ecution of diis order, but acquainted the 
Nabob with it, and contented himiclf 
with defiring him to reprimand Munfe- 
ram in the following letter, dated the 
31A of January, 1762. 

** 1 have received a letter from Mr. 
Ellis, the chief of the failary at Pat¬ 
na, to this purport; ” That one Mtm- 
It ram Hircara* in the Purgunnah of 
Arra, has Hopped ionic opium belong¬ 
ing to Mr. Hay, no twi da Handing there 
was a duiluck with it, and will not let 
it pafs; that 1 mull therefore take him 
priloncr, and freeing the opium from 
his hands, dilpateh it forwards.” Re¬ 
garding your Excellency's favors, I have 
judged it not proper to imprif »n Munfc- 
ram ; but fubmit this matter to your 
Excellency; and requdl, that you will 
write a reprimand to the faid Munle- 
ram, and command him to relcafe the 
opium. 1 requefl a fpeedy anfwer to 
this add refs, that 1 may write according¬ 
ly to Mr. Ellis/’ 


Th j s 
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This forbearance of captain Carta irs 
made no difference in Mr. Ellis's inten¬ 
tions, nor presented the Nabob from 
fusing to what lengths he would go op 
greater provocation ; nor was he long 
without receiving frdh arguments for 
this opinion. 

A Complaint having been made to 
the Nabob againfl Mr. Gray, the Com¬ 
pany's refident at Malda, by the NaLb 
of the province of Pumca; the Nabob 
font a copy of the complaint to Mr. El¬ 
lis, and de fired him to take cognizance 
of it. His letter and Air. Ellis's an- 
fwer I fubjoin hereto j as nothing can 
let the behavior and temper of each in 
fo fair and juft a light. 

Pram the Nabob to Mr. Ellis. Tested 
January 22, 1762. 

« HOME time ago you wrote to me 
concerning the ill behavior of the 
officers of Purnea, At this time I am 
informed, by a letter from Meer Sheer 
Alfoc Cawn, the Naib of Purnea* of 
great afts of oppreffion committed by 
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Mr. George Gray, chief of the factory 
at Mai da, of his (sizing and imprison¬ 
ing the Peihkar of Heeramun, the Ze¬ 
mindar and Wadadar of Tajpoor, and 
fending Seepoys and Europeans to pur- 
ctaie grain, and eredl new factories in 
every diflrift of Purnea, A copy of this 
letter, with a letter written by that gen¬ 
tleman to Sheer Alice Cawn, I fend you 
enclofed, that you may be informed of 
the particulars. Since the ties of friend¬ 
ship and alliance have been eftabliihed 
between me and the Englifli Company, 
and our intercfis in this country are u- 
nited, if you impriibn my people in this 
manner, to the ruin of my lands, and 
the impoverillimg of my revenues, fuch 
a proceeding is very foreig From the 
friendship and good underltanding which 
fhould fublitl between us. I delire that 
you v ill take this affair into confide ra¬ 
tion y and, regarding our feveral con¬ 
cerns as united, direft me how I am i& 
adl, and it Hi all be done accordingly. 
When you have read Mr. Gray’s letter 
pleafe to return it.” 

Copy 
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Copy of Mr, Ellis’ j Anfacr to the above. 
Dated February 4, 1762. 


“ XT'OUR Excellency’s letter, en- 
1 doling a letter from Mr. George 
Gray, and the copy of one from Meer 
Sheer Alice Clivn, l have read with 
great pleafiirc, and have underftood all 
the particulars. 1 have before this re¬ 
peatedly reprdented to you the com¬ 
plaints, which have been made to me 
again ft the Zemindars of Purnea, Now 
Mr. Gray’s letter has clearly proved the 
infolcncc of the Zemindars, and the ju- 
ftke of my complaints. It is fad, that 
the iniolehco of the Zemindars and offi¬ 


cers in every quarter exceeds all bounds, 
and that .lie Company’s buftnefs has been 
entirely obllruUed and ruined. It ap¬ 
pears from Mr. Gray's letter, that he 
complained to Sheer Alice Cawn twice 
or thrice againft the Zemindars i but 
receiving no anfwer nor red refs, he was 
under the ncceffity of taking fuch mca- 
furcs. At this time, a perfon in thedi- 
ifrifts of Mongheer having feized feme 

fait- 
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lalt-pctrc of the Company's, I have ta¬ 
ken him prifoner, and fent him to Cal¬ 
cutta. Of this 1 inform your Excel¬ 
lency. Having learnt the contents of 
Mr. Gray's letter, according to yotir or¬ 
ders I fend it back inch*led/' 

The Nabob was lb much provoked 
by this letter, and the fixed refolution, 
which he now plainly perceived in Mr. 
Ellis, to rake every occasion to affront 
him, that he from this time renounced 
all correspondence with him. 

The perfon mentioned in Mr- Ellis's 
letter, to have been lent a prifoner to 
Calc utta, w as an officer employed by the 
Nabob as collector of the rents bf i'nnch- 
mahla, in the d iff rifts of Mofighccr, 
His name was Coja Antoon. It was 
his misfortune to be an Armenian, and 
an agent of Coja Gregore (an Armenian 
alto) whom the Nabob had treated with 
fame marks of confidence and efteem. 
He had been at ailed of purchafing five 
maunds * ot felt-petrc. For rhih he was 
fei'/cd, and brought prifoner to the fac¬ 
tory 


A maimJ is a weight of eighty pounds 
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tory at Patna, by a party of Seepoys 
feot from thence for that purpofe. The 
charge could not be denied, he confdied 
that he had bought the falt-petre, and 
for the ufe of the Nabob. But as the 
foie privilege of purchaJmg that article 
in the Bihar province had been granted 
by a perwanoah trom the former Na¬ 
bob, and confirmed by the prefent to 
the Company, this was deemed an in¬ 
fringement of the EngliHi rights, equi¬ 
valent to a robbery, and was termed fuch. 
Rajah Rajebullub, the Naib of Patna* 
repeatedly and earnedly fbllicited Mr. 
EUis’s clemency in behalf of the unhap¬ 
py delinquent ; but his retnon ft ranees 
againft thE infult on the government 
could not move Mr. Ellis ; an example 
was to be made of inch a crime, and 
fuch an offender i and lie was fent down 
to Calcutta, a pritoner and in irons, to 
be puuiilied as he defer ved. Left how¬ 
ever this crime thould not have fuffkient 
weight, another charge was like wife dis¬ 
covered. and fent after him* viz. that 
he bad treated with contempt the Coin- 

pmy’s 
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pany’s duftuck on a certain occafion, by 
giving the pcrfon who carried it a cer¬ 
tificate of the goods, having been duly 
palled by the principal chokey; and 
though upon enquiry it appeared, that he 
neither flopped the goods, nor detained 
the duftuck, yet this was made ufe of 
as an aggravation of his former offence, 
and a frelh proof of the Nabob's difre- 
gard of our privileges,, and the infolencc 
of Armenian authority, I wifii 1 could 
add, that the blauie of this proceeding 
had heen confined to Mr. Ellis, nor re¬ 
ceived a fanfUon from the Board. True 
it is, that they declined inflicting any 
puniibment on him thcmfdvcs. By their 
orders he was remanded to Patna, and 
from thence (after a conuncnsent of 
three month;,, and a journey of above 
900 miles, with all the horrors which 
the proJpcft of an ignominious death, 
or at Wall the !ofe of hi* ears, could give 
him) was delivered over to the Nabob, 
who was dellrsd to punhh. him. 

Ho w levcrely the Nabob felt the ef- 
fefts of this infill t, will appear from the 

following 
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following letter, which was the hft that 
he ever wrote to Mr. Ellis *. 

« OUR letter I have received, you 



A write that, fl the Company's Co¬ 
rn a ft ah 5 have the free liberty of trading 
every' where; that it is needled to enu¬ 
merate particulars ; that you delire me 
to write a perwannah to Sheer Alice 
Cawn, to forbid his officers to ftop any 
goods of the Gomalfoh? in Ptirnea/' 
l h A v F- juft received intelligence, that 
you have lent a forge force, and carried 
off a colledter of die government who 
was at Punchmahfo, in the diftridts of 
Mongheer, 11 that perkm had com¬ 
mitted any fault, It would have been 

» f 

proper to lave informed me of it, ft nee 
my mterefts'and the Company's are u- 
nlted. It ill became you to foize an 
officer of my government, who was in¬ 
truded with affairs of great confoquence, 
Vol. I. X and 

* The date of ibis letter docs not appear* hut 
it mud have been wrote about the 41)1 nr 5th of 
February* and Ik- fere the receipt of Mf« Ellis's to 
the Nabob juft mentioned. 
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and then to deiirc a letter to Sheer Alice 
Own. Since my fervants arc fubjrftcii 
to lucft infults, my writing can be of no 
itfe. You arc the mailer* fend for any 
of my officers, Zemindars, TahiTtdars, 
or Fougedars, -where and whomlbevcr 
you pleaft. How much mv government 
and authority are weakened by theft pro¬ 
ceedings I cannot dcfcribc." 

1 t may not be amifs to infert in this 
place, an extract of a letter which i re¬ 
ceived from the Nabob about the time 
that theft deputes aroft j which wil l fem e 
to ffiew, how little the Nabob was dil- 
poftLl to enter into fuch contvfts, or to 
obstruct the Company's trade or privi¬ 
leges. It mult be remembered* how¬ 
ever, that we had no complaints of the 
Company's bufineft being interrupted 
cither at Muhin, which burden* on, Pur- 
nea, or in any other part of the coun¬ 
try, Though their name has been lb free¬ 
ly made uft of on this occufion. But 
the truth i>, every druggie made by the 
country people again ft the opprclTions 
and extortion ; of die private Engiiih Cr>- 

matlahs, 
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madahs, ivas Immediately condrued as 
an attack upon die Company's rights. 

Ex/rutf of n 1 m ter from the Nabob to 
the Pnftfent- Received February 10, 
1762. 

T this time Mr. Ellis, the chief 



of Patna, writes, that the Pur- 
nea and other Fougedars mole tithe Com¬ 
pany's buiinels. i have, therefore, wrote 
expreflly to the Purnca, Fougedar, &c. 
not to interrupt the Company's trade, 
but always to affill them. 1 before wrote 
to the Bengal Fougedars, and others, net 
to impede the Company's bufinefs in 
any refpeti, and to ad vile you of any 
thing that came before them. I am at 
a great difuncc,. therefore, Ihould any 
thing happen, write to the Fougcdors, 
and others, and they will a£t as dial I tend 
moil to benefit the Company's trade, 
and the buiinefs of my Sub ah da tree." 

T 11 e next iubjedt of contention a role 
from an information given Mr. Ellis, 
that two of our defcrtcrs had taken 


X 2 


dicker 
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did ter in the fort of Monghcer, (hen 
governed by Shujaii Sing, as Naib to 
Coja Gregore. Mr, Ellis applied to Ra¬ 
ja Rajebullob, the Naib of Patna, for 
an order to Shnjan Sing to deliver up 
the deferters, or fuffer the fort to be 
learched for them ; and contenting him- 
felf with a verbal reply from Rajebullub, 
that he would write to Shujan Sing up¬ 
on the fubjeiR, immediately fent a com¬ 
pany of feepoys to fearcb the fort, and 
take the deferters. 

Whether the Rajah did actually 
fend Mr, Eliis word, that he would 
write to Shujan Sing, and neglcftcd it, 
or the mdlenger (no uncommon pi id ice 
of Durbar attendants) had invented that 
anfwer for him; certain it is, that no 
fuch order was fern, nor indeed had he 
any authority to fend one, the fort of 
Mongheer being garriloned by the Nabob, 
and entirely independent of the Naib of 
Patna, In effect, when quell ion cd by 
the Nabob on that head* he not only de¬ 
nied his having wrote fuch an order, or 
that he had ever been applied to lor one, 

but 


, ■» 
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but by bis letters to the Nabob, at tile 
beginning of the aifiir, appears to have 
been almofl the firlt that gave notice of 
it, and with expreflions of the greeted 
alarm, on account of lb violent a pro¬ 
ceeding . He acquaints theNabob wi th his 
rcmonl trances to Mr. Ellis againif it; his 
entreaty to him, to recall the feepoys, and 
that gentleman's declaration in reply, 
that he would not recall the feepoys, till 
the ferjeant who commanded them had 
been admitted into the fort. 

T111: s r particulars will appear from 
the following letters. 

Extract of a Paper of A rv‘‘ fmt to (be 
Nabob from Patna. Dated February 
4, 176a. 

** T?OUR gurries before night, two 
r or three companies of feepoys 
and Europeans, with their baggage, palled 
by land through thcKclla, by the c&itcm 
gate, God knows what is their detign, 
and whither they are going. In conic- 
quencc tile root Sedderam, the Dcwan of 
X 3 4 Goorg- 
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* Coorgheen Cawn, came to the Mhara- 
jah ; arid Uiey have been fitting together 
Jor two hourin doie debate upon this 
matter. The IVlharajah has ftri&ly en¬ 
joined Laal* and Rambuklh, and the 
other Hazzarees, and the -j- Teiingas of 
Goorghecn Cawn , not to admit any Eu¬ 
ropean or English feepoy within the ci¬ 
ty, but to be on their guard. Conform¬ 
ably to the orders of the Mlmraiah, all 
the Hazzarecsjsind the fee pot’s of Goorg- 
heen Cawn, arc on their guard." 

Tranjlathn of a Letter jhm Raja Rajo 
bullub to the ISabob. Copy received 
in Calcutta, Febrmuy 22, ij 6 i. 

“ QHUJAN SING, the N.iib at 
^ Monghcer, has wrote to Sedde- 
ram, the Naib of Coia Goorghecn Cawn, 
that fome time ago th* leeways fur- 
rounded the fort i but not fucceeding, 
they went to two gardens, which are 
near the fort, to the northward and fouth- 
ivard; inn from thence to Seetacoorui 
(which is fmiated near the river) when 

they 

* Cojj Greg ore. f t Sccpoyi. 
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they yet remain. Shujan Slag represent¬ 
ed ta tlicm, that there were no Europe¬ 
an in the fort, ami carried two of their 
©wo people into it, and the wed them 
every place about it; and tho' no Euro¬ 
peans were to be found, they were not 
fatisfied, but wanted to lend two fer- 
jeanfcs. But Shu;an Sing apprehending 
they might have tome view, would not 
permit the Serjeants to enter the fort ; 
this account I lent to Mr. Ellis, thro’ 
the means of Column Mahomed Cawn, 
to know why they aited in this im¬ 
proper manner; and that, at lev era! 
times, he was dit patching many Eu¬ 
ropeans and feepoys from Patna, to¬ 
ward;. Mongheer fort; 011 which ac¬ 
count the inhabitants were much terri¬ 
fied, and had run away ; that thofc who 
lived round Mongheer were driven to 
great di tire is; and the Zemindars, teeing 
all this, were dilatory in paying the re¬ 
venues > and defiling to know what were 
his intentions; that it was better tor him 
to recall hjs people; and if, after en¬ 
quiry, the Europeans iliculd be hi die 
X 4 fort, 
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fort, I would gel them, and deliver them 
up, Mr. Ellis anfwered plainly; ** Till 
the ferjeants go into the fort, I will not 
recall the men,” 1 apprehend he will 
ihordy fend more people. This I have 
repidtnted for >our information," 

Copy cf a Letter from Mh a ra j ah Rajc- 
huiiub to tht Nabob. Dated March 
26, J762. 

«■ \TOUR Excellency’s perwannah, 
A firndying, that formerly Mr. 
Ellis wrote, and now Mr. Vanfmart has 
wrote alio, that when the company of 
feepoys went towards Menghccr. 1 gave 
a h-tter in the name of Shujan Sing, the 
Naib of that place, for the Icarch and 
examination of the laid fort: that your 
Excellency is amafced at thi it.forma¬ 
tion ; that l never gave you the lead no¬ 
tice of this affair ; and that 1 fhoultl in¬ 
form you fully of the truth of this mat¬ 
ter, l have received with plcafurc. 

1 know not in truth any thing of this 
affair, neither did am perfbn ever de¬ 
mand, or I write fuch a letter ; had any 

ihch 
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fuch demand been made, what could 
have induced me to have given fuch a 
letter ? Or had there been ailabfolate ne- 
ceffity for me, I would have firfi ac¬ 
quainted you with the particulars, and 
waited your orders upon them. This 
affair is utterly falfe and untrue.” 

Loose as the country dUcipline is, it 
required little fagacity in Shujan Slug to 
difeover, that it was a part of his duty, 
as well as a proper caution of felfefccu- 
rity, to deny the party an entrance into 
the fort, which he did by Hunting the 
gates, and threatening to tire upon them, 
if they approached within gun-ihot of 
the walls. This was complained of as 
the highclf excels of infolence in Shu¬ 
jan Sing ; and the Nabob was deli red to 
pimilh him, for doing what he would 
have dderved to lofe his head, had he 
not done. 

On this weak pretence was the party 
continued atMongheer, for three mon ths. 
Mr. Ellis (fupported hy the Board) in¬ 
filled on their being admitted to fcarch 
the fort j and the Nabob, as tenacioufly 

refuted 
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refuted if* exclaiming all the time a- 
gainteour breach of faith, and continu¬ 
al a ud unprovoked 3 tiU of hoilility againfo 
him. At length* yielding to my per- 
fuaiioos, he contented, that any per ion 
tent from me might fourth the fort. 
This coamuiTion was. given to lieutenant 
Ironiide, who accompanied Mr. Hafl- 
inga on his journey to the Nabob, and 
he was admitted accordingly, but found 
no deferters ; and upon the ilritlell en¬ 
quiry, as well as the declaration of a 
French invalid, who was entertained in 
the fort, and who obtained his difcharge 
at the fame time, had all the reafbn in 
die world to be convinced, that none 
had ever been in it* 

Tut event of this enquiry being made 
known to Mr. Ellis, he was obliged, by 
die order of the Board, to put an end to 
the difputes; which he did by a written 
order to captain Card airs, to recall the 
feepoys, in anilide ration of die forjeant 
(who had indeed attended lieutenant I- 
ronlidc) having burn admitted to feart.li 
die fort. 


If 
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I? Mr. Ellis's real intention, bv tbit 
open a£t of hostility, was not to provoke 
the Nabob 10 retaliate it, it will be hard 
to afiign any other rcalon for fo extraor¬ 
dinary a proceeding > and harder yet to 
conceive, upon what grounds he ihrndd 
expert to recover the delertcra, by the 
method which he profdTed to take for 
that purpofe ■> the fort of Mongheer be¬ 
ing near three miles in circumference, 
encamp ailed by the river on two tides 
of it, and 1 large town on the other* 
and within croudcd with houfes ; info- 
much , that live hundred men might have 
been lodged within the walls when the 
party hrll arrived, and conveyed away 
without being detected in their elcape 1 
or they might even have been concealed 
in the fort, with aimoft an equal proba¬ 
bility of fccurity, from any ft arch that 
could have been made for them in lb 
wild and intricate a place. 

Bct without fcarvhmg for the hid¬ 
den motive of this proceeding, the con- 
Jequences were but too evident, in the 
conviction which it gave the Nabob of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ellis's unconquerable refolution to 
create a breach between him and the 
Enyliih, in the contempt which it 
brought upon his government; and in 
the encouragement which it gave to the 
dilatteclcd perfons about his court to con- 
fpire again lb his life, in which they had 
nearly fucceedcd* 

I shall conclude this article by ob- 
ferving, that though every argument was 
ufed to make good the charge againft 
Shujan Sing, and the teft it was put to 
ended entirely Ln his favor. Yet not the 
kaft latisfadion or apology was made to 
the Nabob, for the indignities which had 
been offered him j on the contrary, oc- 
cation was taken, from his complaints 
againft Mr, Ellis, to lay a freih charge 
again ft him, of dif.t.‘fedion to the Com¬ 
pany, and a diitruit of the Englilh 
honor. . 

Wh i l s r this affair was in agitation 
another dispute aroie, which for brevity 
I iliall relate in the words of Rajehul- 
tub, as contained in the two following 

letters. 


l^ranjla- 
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Tranjlathn sf a Letter from Mharajah 
Rajcbullub to the Nabob. 

O-D AY a man, mounted on a 



A horfe belonging to Mr. Ellis, 
chief of the Fnglifh udtory, was puf¬ 
fing by the caftem gate into the Kclla, 
a CorFrcc, who commanded the ieepoys 
belonging to Goorghocn Cawn, and who 
had the command of the gate, afked the 
horfeman, whom 'he horfe belonged to ? 
The man refilled to tell him the owner’s 
nime, and gave him ill language. Up¬ 
on this provocation, the Coffrec took 
hold of the horfe "s bridle and dope hi in. 
The hark man drew his digger upon 
him, which the CoiFrec fetzed and took 
from him. The horfeman went to Mr, 
Ellis, who lent kmc ieepoys to i'eize 
and carry tile t_‘i-fifee before him. O11 
intelligence of fhis, 1 called the lcepoys 
of the factory and the Coffice before me, 
and enquired into the aiFair in prelence 
of the Ilircarra of the factory. It ap¬ 
peared, that the fail was n: I have re¬ 
lated it. Afterwards rp caking kindly to 
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them, and giving them beetle, I ditmiiled 
them. They took their leave of me, but 
did not go to the faftory ; and not be¬ 
ing able to lit at the gate. Hi ieepoys 
Rationed themlelvcs in a fhop of the 
Bazar, in the pillage which leads to 
my houl'e, demanding the Cofffee, with 
lume gold mohr<, which were plunder¬ 
ed. i lent GoLumi Mahomed Cawn to 
the chief, to expullulate witfi him, for 
making Inch trifles a matter of debate; 
and to delire him to recall the feepoys. 
lie would by no means c on fen r, but re¬ 
plied in anger, *• till the Coffree is 
brought into my p re fence, I will never 
recall the feepoys.'' Since in thh manner 
the affairs of the government fuller in¬ 
dignity, and lam not inipoweredto do any 
tiling without your commands; I re- 
cjucft you will fpOcdily favor me with 
your orders upon this affair, that 1 may 
att accordingly," 


T>ranjbttiatt 
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TronjlolKH of a Later from Mhsrajah 
Rajcbullub to the Nabob. 

,c rp frE fubftancc ofa qvtarrd which 
A happened between Mr. Ellis’s 
people and the Coffree belonging to 
Goorgheen Cawn; and of the [ixiccpovs 
being frationed at a fhop m the Bazar, 
in the way to my houfe, I have before 
repreiented in an add refs to your Excel¬ 
lency,, which you will hive received. 

Severa l times, both yefrerday and 
to-day, a perfbn came from the factory 
to demand the Coffrce, Hy the means 
of Mccr Abdoola and Go 1 1 urn Maho¬ 
med Cawn, who formerly palled and 
repilfed into the faSory on bufinds, 1 
returned a fuitable anfwcr. At length 
the chief declared, that if the Coffrec 
was not lent, it would be treating him 
with contempt ; and if he was lent, for 
one infhmt only, he Ihonld be immedi¬ 
ately dilmifTed. To-day Therefore the 
Coffree was fent. The chief, enquiring 
the occafion of the diirerencc, told him, 
he forgive him his offence, and at the 

fame 
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(amt time di(miffedhim,and withdrawing 
the Jecpoys, called them home. At pre- 
fent there ire no lee pays at this place.” 

These, and i'uch like difputcs, be¬ 
came, at length, a I mod the only fub- 
jedt of the letters, which paiTed between 
me and the Nabob ; of thefe I (hall pro¬ 
duce one or two by way of example, to¬ 
gether with Mr. Ellis’* own letters* and 
fome extracts from the confutations up¬ 
on the fame facts. 

Copy of a Lct:,r frjm Mr . Ellis ts the 
Governor and Council. Dated Janua¬ 
ry' 2<S, 1762. 

** UROM the late frequent interrup¬ 
tion $ giV'.n to our bufinef-., I am 
neeefljtated to acquaint you of the ge¬ 
neral di {’regard (hewn to the Englilh duf- 
tucks throughout the country, but more 
particularly lo in thole parts where the 
Armenian - have any influence. 

In purfu.mcc of our honorable maf¬ 
ters orders, per Lord Mansncld, a quan¬ 
tity of timncrick was purchafcd near 
Mow, which when ready I lent a dul- 

tuck 
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tuck for, but to little purpofe j for Coja 
Antoon (the prifonerfent to Calcutta) de¬ 
clared it of no effedt; and had the info- 
Jence to give one himlelf under the leal 
of one Cqja Gregory, alias Goorghecn 
Cawn, an Armenian, which I have now 
the honor to inclofe you. Upon my afk- 
ing him, how he dared prefume to give 
a dulluek for the Company’s goods ? He 
replied, ** to prevent their being flop¬ 
ped, which mine would not have done, 
becaufc we are not diffidently known.” 

I have frequently complained to the 
Nabob of diefe iofolenccs, and have 
conftantly received evafivc and diffiitif- 
jfh&ory aafwers ; once, indeed, on a rc- 
prefentation made liim at the in fiance of 
Mr. George Gray, he lent me a letter 
for Merr Sheer Alice, die Purnea Naib, 
which he informed me, was an order to 
give every affiibmce to the gentleman re- 
Jiding at Mai da; but I find it proved of 
no effed, as I fuppoie Mr. Gray has al¬ 
ready acquainted you. 

Mr. Howit has had two boats, with 
a duituck, flopped in the Fumea, coun- 
Vol. I. Y try. 
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try, for near three months; and there 
are many more, on different parts of the 
river, in the fame fituation. This til (re¬ 
gard of the duftuck, may be attended 
with the worfi confequenccir to the Com¬ 
pany's buiinefs, as well as private mer¬ 
chants ; I therefore fubmit it to your 
determination, whether (fmee the Na¬ 
bob teems to allow of it) it would be 
moft eligible for us to putiifh fcverely 
any who may impede the c.uriagc of 
merchandize, having an Engli111duiluck/' 

Extract of a Letter f;j*m tie Chief, and 
Council at Patna (Mtf Ellis, Luih* 
ington, and Ho wit) to the Governor 
and Council* January 2S, 1 jbz. 

“ OOME days ago Mr. Smith, be- 
O ing At Mow, informed die chief 
from thence of one Co yi Antoun, an 
Arm^itun, having feized five maunds of 
filt-pvtre, and tent it to Mongheer; in 
conilqucncc of which, a party of fcc- 
■ v.-ai detichcd to bring the Anncni- 
\in pi ilboev to this fiCtoty. On being 
examined, h, acknowledged the fa£t, as 

like wife 
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likewife the inclofed letter, in aiufwer to 
one which our gomaltah 'wrote to him 
on the fubjed. 

Having not the leaft profpcfl: of any 
redrefs from the Nabob for this contempt 
of die perwannah, we have thought pro¬ 
per to fend the Armenian under a guard 
to Calcutta f not doubting, but that you 
will caute fueh a [ unilhment 10 be in- 
dided on him, as may deter others from 
the like practices in future.” 


Extract qf a Confuiiatkn^ held at Cal¬ 
cutta the neb oj February. iy6a 
( P nfait Ms/. Van fit t;trr, -Amvatt, 
. Johnihme and Hay). 


O J A ANTOON. an Armeni- 
^ an, bom at DcIJy, redding at 
Mulky, on behalf of Scdikram, the Na- 
ib ot Coja Gregory (who rents eight 
gauts in that pan of the count A} hav¬ 
ing been ieized and lent down bv the 
chief and council at Patna, for having 
prefumed to give a dufluck for goods 
belonging to the Company, which had 
before their own proper dulijck ; lie- 
Y £ wife 
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wile for taking from the Company’s * 
Nunncas t;vc maunds of petre } being 
brought before the Board* wit Ihewn 
die duftuck. which he gave with the 
goods, and the Setter he wrote to our 
gomalHh, regarding the five maunds of 
ialt-pctre, and aiked, whether he wrote 
them, and what were his regions for ib 
doing? 

Co j a A n t on v acknowledges the 
duftuck and letter to have been wrote 
by him; arid declares,'that he did not 
tear or take away the Company's duf- 
ttick, but only took a copy of it, and 
returned it with a duftuck, under the 
foil of bedderam, to enable the goods 
to pais the gaurs belonging to Scddcram; 
that it was always the cut lorn to do ib, 
and that he did th.- fame with the Na¬ 
bob’s, With regard to the petre, he 
lays, a'Nimnea, belonging to the Strcar, 
t.rnie irom ihroppofite fide of the river, 

*ordcj to purchaic ten rupees worth of 
petre; that be thereupon lent for one of 
the Company's Nunneas, and deli red 

him 

■ po - pic who wark the fidt-petre. 
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him to let the other have the petre ; to 
which he readily contented ; that as form 
as the petre was obtaintgl, he tent the 
Nunnea, belonging to the Sircar, with 
the falt-pctre acroi’s the river, accompa¬ 
nied by one of his own fervant?-, to pre¬ 
vent his being Hupped. 

The Board being of opinion, that 
upon the whole, Coja Antoon has taken 
upon himftlf an authority which he has 
no right to ; and it being requijirc, that 
he be made an example of, to prevent 
other., from the like practices in future ; 
hut as he is a tervane of the govern¬ 
ment's, it properly belonging to the Na¬ 
bob to chaftife him : 

Agreed he be Jim t to Patna under a 
guard, and that the gentlemen there de¬ 
liver him to the Nabob with a letter, 
which the Fred dent is defired to write 
to him, in tiling upon his punrthing Co¬ 
ja Antoon in a public manner, to pre¬ 
vent others from carrying tlie perre out 
of the country, and calling our dufiucks 
in queftion; and we defire the gentle- 

Y 3 men 
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men at Patna, to inform us particularly 
what puniihmcnt he inflicts upon lum,’* 


Extra# of a Letter from Mr. Ellis ta 
the Governor and Council. Dated Fe¬ 
bruary r *, 1 762, 

“ A Company of feepoys was detach- 
cd down the river, in quell of 
dderters; of which 1 apprized Rajebul- 
Jub, and defined an order for the ier- 
jeant of the parry to be admitted to 
fear eh the fort of Man ghee r, This he 
allured me was feat down; but the fer- 
jeant, on hts arrival near Mongbeer, hav¬ 
ing difpatchcd a melTenger to tic fire ad¬ 
mittance, received an .anfwer from one 
Shujun Sing (Coja Gregory's deputy) 
that if he did not keep out of the reach 
of hh guns, he would Are on him j and, 
at the fame time, he polled all his peo¬ 
ple round the walls ; upon which the 
ferjeant, who had poiltive orders to give 
nef offence to any per fern whatever, went 
about two cols off, where he remains, 
with his party, in the utmoft diHreis for 
provilion, Shtijan Sing having forbid 

any 
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any to be fold them. I have ne t yet or¬ 
dered them back, bee ante there h certain 
advice of four of our delertcrs being 
concealed in Mongheer fort. This, gen¬ 
tlemen, is another inftancc of Armeni¬ 
an iniblence," 

Tranjlatiott cj a Letter frsm the Nabob 
to the Governor. Con/. February 22, 
1762. 

“ rnpHlS day, which U the 19th of 
the month Rejub, I have heard 
by a letter from Shujan Sing, Naib of 
the fort of Mongheer, and from the ad¬ 
vices or my Hi rearms, that two or three 
companies of feepoys were fent out by 
Mr. Ellis, the chief of thefa&oryat Pat¬ 
na, on the report of fomc lid Jiers who 
had deferred from the f.i<ftory, to the eaft 
of Patna j who accordingly arrived on 
a fudden, near the fort of Munghecr, 
and marched again ft it, but finding the 
gates (hut, they fur rounded the fort. 
The Naib of die place fail;enni all the 
gates, and fat within in fear of his life 
and honor. I am ignorant what provo- 
V 4, cation 
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cation jha.s induced the gentleman to lend 
fccpoys La attack the fort of Mongheer. 

1 have ■ retarded the Solemn and fa- 
cred ubHgatiohs of the treaty, which 
lubiills between us i and have, in no in¬ 
stance, failed in any of the duties of 
friendship. Bui why you, gentlemen, 
in defiance of the treaty, Should thus 
commit hostilities agslnil tny fort, and 
my fervants, 1 cannot conceive. De¬ 
pending on your juitice, and the incli¬ 
nation which you Have Shewn to befriend 
me, in all my affairs in conformity 
with the treat)*, I have wrote you of 
this affair, and lend you the advices a- 
bovc-me a tinned for your information. I 
am here taking filch j&eafurcs for regu¬ 
lating the concerns of this quarter, as 
you might approve of, and have Station¬ 
ed men ini the forts and tan rubs. If this 
is contrary to your inch nation, intimate 
it to me. that they may he recalled. 
What ncccSSity was there to fend an 
armed force againit my people ? What¬ 
ever you fudge advifcable and proper on 
this occafion, do you determine, and in, 

form 
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form me, that I, who regard your fa- 
tisfaction, beyond every other conlider- 
ation, may adt agreeably thereto. The 
diigrace which my authority has Suffer¬ 
ed, is beyond dcfcription. 

P. S. M a. Ellis having wrote to me, 
and requeued a ptrwatuiah to Sheer Alice 
Cawn, not to Hop any goods ; I have at 
this time received advice, that for a 
trifling caufe, that gentleman has dis¬ 
graced and carried away Coja Antoon, 
the AumU of Punch mala Perganah, in 
the iurildicuun MongLcer, a priloner 
to tltc factory. The anfwer, which on 
this occalwn 1 wrote to him, I fend you 
indofed, and ddire you will read it." 

franjfathn of a Latfr from Rajebullub 
U tbf Nabob, 

t* rx^H IS day being Sunday, the 27th 
X of the mo n th Jem trndy -ul - fan y, 
at noon, Bya Seddcram, the Peihkar of 
Coja Goorgheen Cawn, came and ac¬ 
quainted me, that Coja Antoon, an 
Armenian, who is one of his (Goorg¬ 
heen 


n 
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been Cawn's) kinfmetl, and appointed 
by him to the charge of the affairs of 
I’unchmaJa, &c. m thediftriftsof Mong- 
fieer, was feized and carried away by a- 
bout foiir hundred Europeans and fee- 
pays in the Engiiih fcrvice, who were 
difpatched to that place. The affair is 
this. It was reported, that he had bought 
a ftnall quantity of fslt-petrc, which he 
was accufed of having plundered from 
the fa&ory. J was going to fend Golaum 
Mahomed Cawn to enquire into this 
affair 1 when Eya Scddcram again font 
me word, that they had brought Coja 
Antoon to the factory. Accordingly, I 
fervt Golaura Mahomed Cawn to Mr, 
Ellis*, the chief of the fa&ory, to repre- 
lent to him, that Coja Antoon was a 
man of credit, and cntn.fkd with affairs 
ot great confluence under the govern¬ 
ment i and 'that to treat him in fo vio¬ 
lent a manner was improper; that if he 
would fend him to me (which was pro¬ 
per) I would examine him. But this he 
would by no means content to; hut re¬ 
plied, that the nun had done great pre¬ 
judice 




T' 
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iudice to the bufinefs of the fa£tory,and 
that he would put him in irons, and 
fend him to Calcutta. 1 again fent 
word, that he ought to lend the faid 
Coja to me; and if Mr. Ellin had any 
claim upon him, it fhould be debated 
before him. He anfwered, “ I will 
neither releafe him, nor lend him to you, 
but he fliall not be ill treated.” I have 
wrote this for your information, and 
wait your orders regarding this ait air. 

Cs]>y of d Letter frm Shujan Sing fa 

« rp HIS day, being the 13th of the 
Jl month Rejub, in the afternoon, 
a company of English troops arrived and 
encamped fnft at Suffiabad ; about two 
hours afterwards, leaving SufHabad, they 
entered Mongheer by the road of the Ba- 
irar, andpafling near the eaflern gate, came 
at once into the garden, which is a gun- 
ibot to the north of the tort, in a trea¬ 
cherous and designing manner, and there 
pitched their tents. As I was upon my 
-maid in the fort, they could not fur- 

prize 


n 
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prize it, but went into the garden, and 
placed guards around the fort. Their de- 
iign is certainly to deal treaeherauQy by 
us f though what their motives are cannot 
be known, nor have they declared them- 
fdves. As their force is imall, they 
have wrote to their chief, that the fort 
is fo well 1 ecu red, that they cannot at¬ 
tack it; hut if a reinforcement be fent 
them they will ttorm it. For this rea- 
fon I write to you to acquaint you, that 
there is no danger from one or two com* 
panics; but if the chief of the factory 
at ParriLi fhould ftrnd a 13 large force to 
their afiittance, it will not be in my 
power to oppofe them. We are but one 
hundred new raifed hurkimdaifes, with 
the lirepoys and peons which belong to 
the garrifon, and are ready to facrifke 
ourfclves to the i'ervice of our matters. 
As you are in the place of my com¬ 
mander, I requeft you will dilpatch two 
or three hundred good men fpcedily by 
water to my flJBttance* I fhall do my 
duty, but you know that 1 have but a 

few 
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few men with me, and 1 before repre- 
fentcd this to you. I requclf a fpeedy 
anfwer, and a fupply of three or four 
thoufand bullets, and ibme lead. If the 
Tatter arrives l can make bullets. What 
happens hereafter I will ad vile you of.” 
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